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KUWAIT: Kuwait (today) marks the eighth
anniversary of the passing away of the
Father Amir Sheikh Saad Al-Abdullah Al-
Salem Al-Sabah, who left a legacy in the
hearts of his people. The great man was the
14th Amir of Kuwait and the fourth Amir of
the country after its independence in 1961.
He was crown prince during the reign of
the late Amir Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah (1978-2006).

He served as deputy director of the
police department between 1954 and 1959
before being nominated as the first minis-
ter of interior on January 17, 1962 in the
first cabinet following the adoption of the
Constitution.  He was named as defense
minister in 1964 while retaining his post as
minister of interior. He served as prime
minister between February 16, 1978 and
July 13, 2003, leading 10 consecutive gov-
ernments. Sheikh Saad Al-Abdullah con-
tributed to the making of key legislations

and laws relating to housing welfare, pro-
motion of the national workforce, the eco-
nomic and urban development, and the
social, cultural and scientific affairs. He
adopted honorable stances that affirmed
the country’s independence and won him
great popularity since 1961 when the then
Iraqi leader Abdulkarim Qassim issued
threats for Kuwait. As head of the executive
authority at that time, he lobbied public
support for the late Amir Sheikh Abdullah
Al-Salem in the face of the Iraqi threats.
When late Amir Jaber Al-Ahmad took office
on February 8, 1978, Sheikh Saad Al-
Abdullah was named as prime minister ten
days before being named as crown prince.

‘Hero of liberation’
Sheikh Saad was deservedly called ìhero

of liberation’ due to his prominent role in
the Kuwait liberation war against the Iraqi
invasion in 1991. Besides lobbying for the

liberation of the country on the regional
and international levels, he took charge of
coordinating the public resistance against
the invaders through daily contacts with
the field leaders and ensuring the logistic,
material and moral support to them.Sheikh
Saad Al-Abdullah was the first advocate for
the popular congress held under his chair-
manship in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, on
October 13-15, 1990, to coordinate the
resistance against the invasion.

The congress, themed ìliberation - our
slogan, means and end,’ gathered 1, 200
public figures and a number of foreign
friends of Kuwait. The late Amir Sheikh
Jaber Al-Ahmad and Sheikh Saad Al-
Abdullah addressed the gathering.  Sheikh
Saad Al-Abdullah was named as acting
ruler during the martial rule declared in the
country during the liberation war until the
autumn of 1991.  He continued his efforts
to prepare the ground for the return of the

displaced Kuwaitis to their homes after the
large-scale post-war mine-erasing opera-
tion. He personally supervised the efforts
to resume the public utilities, the food
rations, the reconstruction and the rehabili-
tation processes, as well as the seven-
month battle against the fires at 732 oil
wells which were set ablaze by the Iraqi
troops before pulling out from Kuwait.

His government in the post-war era
focused also on restoration of the parlia-
mentary life through setting the stage for
legislative elections. Sheikh Saad Al-
Abdullah spared no effort to secure the
release of the Kuwaiti prisoners of war and
missing in action and scaled lobbying for
regional and international pressures on the
Iraqi regime to solve this humanitarian
issue. On this day the sons of Kuwait
remember this great leader who dedicated
his life for serving the homeland and left
countless heroic actions. — KUNA

Kuwait remembers Father Amir 

TOKYO: In the presence of Kuwait’s Deputy Prime
Minister, Finance Minister and Acting Oil Minister
Anas Al-Saleh, visiting Kuwaiti and Japanese busi-
nessmen yesterday discussed ways of expanding
economic relations and investment opportunities.
The one-day meeting in Tokyo, headed by Deputy
President of the Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (KCCI) Abdulwahab Al-Wazzan, was hosted
by the Japanese Cooperation Center for the Middle
East (JCCME) as part of His Highness the Prime
Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah’s visit to Japan. 

In his opening remarks, Director General for
Trade Policy of the Ministry of Economy, Trade and
Industry Koichi Akaishi, said Japan-Kuwait ties have
deepened beyond oil cooperation, such as
Japanese firms’ participation in infrastructure proj-
ects in Kuwait. “We also appreciate Kuwait for tak-
ing an appropriate response to the abolishment of
the Offset Program last August, which had been
long acting as an obstacle to Japanese companies,”
said Akaishi. 

“I hope, in such as electricity, water, railway,
refinery and other projects, bilateral business rela-
tionship will further through enhanced investment
in the fields where Japanese companies’ technolo-
gy and expertise can be utilized,” the official said,

expressing Japan’s keenness on contributing to
Kuwait’s development.

For his part, Al-Wazzan said due to the current
decrease in oil prices, the Kuwaiti government is seri-
ously planning to diversify its revenues through get-
ting the private sector more involved in the main
economic activities, by executing an ambitious
development plan targeting major projects in vari-
ous sectors, including oil industry, power, health,
education, water and waste water management, sol-
id waste management, transportation and real estate
developments. 

“The private sector is primed to play a lead role in
implementing Kuwait’s ambitious development
plan involving mega projects mostly through Build-
Operate-Transfer (BOT) and Public Private
Partnership (PPP),” said Al-Wazzan. “Such mega proj-
ects need strategic foreign partners with advanced
technology and technical know-how. We believe
that Japan partners can participate effectively in
implementing these projects.”

He also stressed that the Kuwaiti private sector
could be a competent partner to Japanese firms in
joint-ventures in both countries, saying, “Kuwait is a
promising regional center for the Japanese compa-
nies and products.” He also spoke highly of tremen-
dous efforts and achievements of the Kuwaiti-

Japanese Businessmen Committee, which lead to
distinguished results, such as preparing the
Environmental Master Plan in 2004 and Kid’s ISO
14000 Environmental Plan, and the contribution of
the abolishment of “offset” program.

The economic meeting highlighted the impor-
tance of investing in Kuwait, with Kuwait Direct
Investment Promotion Authority (KDIPA) Director
General Sheikh Dr Meshaal Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah
briefing participants on the country’s investment sta-
tus and the role of the authority in boosting foreign
and local investment in Kuwait. According to Sheikh
Dr Meshaal, Kuwait’s five-year development plan
(2015-2020) includes 30 strategic and mega projects
covering such areas as oil and gas, electricity and
water, education, transport and communication,
urban development and housing, tourism, media,
health and environment.

Meanwhile, the Japanese side briefed the
Kuwaiti participants on the financial and banking
development in Japan. Established in 1973 under
the sponsorship of the Japanese government, the
JCCME has long played a bridging role between
Japan and the countries in the Middle East and the
North Africa region on the private-sector level by
providing cooperation in the fields of trade,
investment, economy and technology. — KUNA

Kuwait and Japan discuss 
investment opportunities

Kuwait - a promising regional center for Japanese companies 

Kuwaiti and Japanese officials discuss investment opportunities. — KUNA

Kuwait envoy 
attends forum 

to protect 
minorities

TOKYO: Kuwait ’s  Amiri  Diwan
Advisor and UN Secretary General’s
Envoy for Humanitarian Affairs Dr
Abdullah Al-Matouq yesterday
attended a High-Level International
Consultation addressing religious
minorities, especially in the Middle
East. Organized by United Nations
Alliance of Civilization and Religions
for Peace, some religious leaders
including 10 Muslim leaders dis-
cussed the ways to protect minori-
ties in Muslim majority countries
during the two-day meeting.

Participants exchanged views on
how to discern current challenges
relating to the protection of minori-
ties and to commit to take concrete
actions to promote the notion of citi-
zenship and counter Islamophobia,
the organizers said. 

In a statement to Kuwait News
Agency (KUNA), Dr Al-Matouq said
that “the world is filled wars; hence,
conferences that call for peace are
much needed.”  The Tokyo
Consultation is also expected to
complement the Marrakesh
Declaration issued in January by 250
eminent Islamic leaders and Islamic
Ministers of Religious Affairs, the
organizers said.

The Marrakesh Declaration urges
representatives of the various reli-
gions, sects and denominations to
confront all forms of religious big-
otry, vilification and denigration of
what people hold sacred, as well as
all words that promote hatred and
racism. Hadeel Al-Sabti, Advisor to Dr
Al-Matouq, also attended the meet-
ing, which took place ahead of the
Group of Seven (G-7) Summit meet-
ing due May 26-27. The organizers
said Japan provides the participating
religious leaders with a warm, safe
and welcoming environment for
genuine and creative dialogue
resulting in concrete recommenda-
tions and actions. — KUNA


