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LONDON: British Prime Minister David
Cameron gathered world leaders in London
yesterday to crack down on corruption - but
critics say his mission has been undermined
by Britain’s tolerance for tax havens and his
own indiscreet description of some attend-
ing nations as “fantastically corrupt.”

The meeting has drawn a wide array of
politicians from around the world, includ-
ing US Secretary of State John Kerry and
the presidents of Afghanistan, Nigeria and
Colombia. Banks, civil-society organiza-
tions and the International Monetary Fund
will also be present at the gathering,
which aims to produce a global declara-
tion against corruption and break what
Cameron has called the “taboo about tack-
ling this issue head-on.”

Cameron’s own financial credentials
were tarnished by last month’s revelation -
in leaked papers from Panamanian law firm
Mossack Fonseca - that he had a stake in an
offshore firm established by his late father.
Cameron sold his shares in 2010, before he
became prime minister. And the British
leader ruffled feathers before the summit
when a television microphone caught him
saying “leaders of some fantastically corrupt
countries” were coming. Speaking at a
Buckingham Palace reception with Queen
Elizabeth II, he referred to Nigeria and
Afghanistan as “possibly two of the most
corrupt countries in the world.”

Nigerian President Muhammadu Buhari
and Afghan President Ashraf Ghani - elected

in 2015 and 2014, respectively - have prom-
ised to curb corruption in their countries.
Buhari said he wasn’t seeking an apology
from Cameron, but wanted something “tan-
gible” - the return of plundered Nigerian
assets held in British banks. “Corruption is a
hydra-headed monster and a canker that
undermines the fabric of all societies,”
Buhari said Wednesday at a pre-summit
meeting. “It does not differentiate between

developed and developing countries.”
Cameron has said that battling bribery,
money-laundering and other forms of finan-
cial wrongdoing is a priority for his govern-
ment. But critics say London’s financial dis-
trict, the City, is awash with ill-gotten gains,
and many of the world’s leading tax havens
are British dependencies or overseas territo-
ries, including Jersey and the British Virgin
Islands. — AP
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LONDON: World Bank President Jim Yong Kim, from left, Sarah Chayes, US
Secretary of State John Kerry, Britain’s Prime Minister David Cameron and
Nigeria President Muhammadu Buhari take part in a panel discussion at
the Anti-Corruption Summit yesterday. — AP

ALBANY, NEW YORK: Their exhumed bones point
to the hard lives of slaves: arthritic backs, missing
teeth,  muscular  f rames.  In  death,  they were
wrapped in shrouds, buried in pine boxes and - over
centuries - forgotten.

Remains of the 14 presumed slaves will soon be
reburied near the Hudson River, 11 years after con-
struction workers uncovered the unmarked gravesite.
This time, local volunteers are honoring the seven
adults, five infants and two children in a way that
would have been unthinkable when they died. They
will be publicly memorialized and buried in personal-
ized boxes beside prominent families in old Albany.

“It’s something we agonize over because it’s very
rare that you have an opportunity to not just speak
about the lives of the enslaved, but to actually do
something to honor them,” said Cordell Reaves, of
the Schuyler Flatts Burial Ground Project. “We have
an obl igation to make sure that  these people
receive a level of dignity and respect that they never
received in life.”

St. Agnes Cemetery donated a prime plot high on a
hillside. Kelly Grimaldi, historian for the Roman
Catholic cemetery, said they chose granite over marble
because it will last forever. The remains will be placed
in handcrafted boxes, each decorated with the symbol
for Sankofa, which Reaves translates from the lan-
guage of Ghana as “return and fetch it.”

Their headstone is already set. The etching, echoing
the style of 18th-century graves, reads: “Here lies the
remains of 14 souls known only to God.  Enslaved in
life, they are slaves no more.” Archeologists found
remains in 2005 after a backhoe operator uncovered a
skull during sewer construction just north of Albany.
Graves were in two rows, heads pointed west. No per-
sonal items were exhumed, though the graves still
yielded clues about who they were. — AP
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