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NEW YORK: For the second time in less
than two weeks, a once-powerful New York
politician is facing sentencing in a spate of
corruption cases that have roiled Albany.

Former Senate majority leader Dean
Skelos, 68, and his son, Adam, 33, are
scheduled to appear in federal court in
Manhattan on Thursday morning follow-
ing convictions last year for extortion,
fraud and bribery. On May 3, another
Manhattan federal judge sentenced for-
mer New York Assembly Speaker Sheldon
Silver, a Democrat, to 12 years in prison in
his bribery case.

At trial, the government had accused
the elder Skelos, a Long Island Republican,
of strong-arming three companies with a
stake in state legislation - a major real
estate developer, an environmental tech-
nology company and a medical malprac-
tice insurer - into giving his son about
$300,000 through consulting work, a no-
show job and a payment of $20,000. The
scheme unraveled when investigators
began recording phone calls between the
father and son.

On one tape, jurors heard Adam Skelos,
snapping at a supervisor on the no-show
job, “Guys like you aren’t fit to shine my
shoes.” In another, the senator coached
his son about the need for discretion amid
the state capital’s ongoing corruption
scandal, saying, “Right now we’re in dan-
gerous times, Adam.”

Trial arguments
Defense attorneys argued at trial that

the tapes and other evidence showed
only that Dean Skelos was a devoted
father looking out for his son, and that
overzealous prosecutors were overreach-
ing. The defense has taken a similar posi-
tion in court papers seeking probation
instead of prison time for both defen-
dants. Dean Skelos’ conviction “repre-
sents a complete aberration in an other-
wise extraordinary and honorable record
of service,” the papers say. “Tragically, the
conduct which led to his conviction was
fundamentally driven by Dean’s love and
concern for his only son ... a love that is
the hallmark of his family life.”

A government filing demands a stiff
sentence near or within advisory guidelines
of roughly 12 to 15 years for Dean Skelos
and 10 to 12 years for Adam. The father and
son “have fed the public’s worst fears and
suspicions about their government: that

our elected officials are not looking out for
the public good, but instead looking out
only for ways to turn the immense power
entrusted in them into personal profit,”
prosecutors wrote. “At a time when the
public’s trust in their government is at an
all-time low, Dean and Adam Skelos,
through their conduct and their words,
have managed to lower the bar even fur-

ther.” Skelos and Silver were among a
group dubbed the “three men in a room” in
Albany, a nod to the longstanding practice
of legislative leaders and the governor
negotiating key bills behind closed doors.
They were the highest-ranking of the more
than 30 lawmakers have left office facing
criminal charges or allegations of ethical
misconduct since 2000. — AP
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Illinois lawsuit against
Senate candidate

Duckworth in court
ILLINOIS: The spotlight in a closely watched US Senate race will
briefly shift to a small-town Illinois courtroom as government
lawyers for Democratic US Rep.  Tammy Duckworth seek to
have a 7-year-old lawsuit accusing her of ethics violations while
she led the Illinois Department of Veterans Affairs dismissed.

A hearing in the civil complaint by two employees of a south-
ern Illinois veterans’ home alleging workplace retaliation by
Duckworth was scheduled for yesterday morning.

Illinois Republicans have highlighted the case, seeking to
thwart Duckworth’s bid against Sen. Mark Kirk, a first-term mod-
erate in a Democratic-leaning state. Kirk is considered one of the
most vulnerable Republican senators. Duckworth’s supporters
call it a twice-dismissed nuisance suit resuscitated to embarrass
her politically amid a campaign with national implications, as
Democrats seek a net gain of at least four seats in 2016 to take
back the Senate majority Republicans won in 2014.

The case was initially scheduled to go to trial in April and
remained largely idle as Duckworth’s accusers took more than
three years to provide certain documents requested by the
state. Duckworth, a former Black Hawk helicopter pilot who lost
both of her legs and partial use of her right arm during the Iraq
War, is being represented by the Illinois Attorney General’s
Office. Her co-defendant was the home’s acting administrator in
2006 and 2007.

After a federal judge dismissed the suit as a “garden vari-
ety workplace case,” it was refiled in state court - and dis-
missed again before it was narrowed and brought back a
third time. The state’s motion for summary judgment argues
that Duckworth’s efforts to fire 22-year state employee
Christine Butler from her administrative job was based solely
on “insubordination.” Duckworth reversed that decision after
being told that she first had to follow written disciplinary pro-
cedures and instead issued a reprimand with a paid suspen-
sion against Butler.

Human resources secretary Denise Goins alleges that her
complaints about her boss were ignored and led to an unfa-
vorable performance review that prevented her from receiv-
ing a raise. Goins says Duckworth urged her to “do your job
and keep your mouth shut.”

Goins and Butler, who both continue to work at the veter-
ans home, also say they were punished for speaking out after
Patricia Simms, the acting administrator, allowed unautho-
rized people to care for a resident. The two state workers are
seeking compensation of at least $50,000, as well as other
financial penalties. “It has absolutely nothing to do with a
political fight,” Butler said. “Our names are still being slung
through the mud for speaking up.”

Duckworth denies treating the employees unfairly, while
Kirk’s campaign and the National Republican Senatorial
Committee portray the lawsuit as a whistleblower case.
Duckworth previously disputed the allegations in defeating
an incumbent Republican for a Chicago-area seat in
Congress in 2012.

A new trial date has not been set, and it’s not clear if the
Union County judge presiding at the hearing Thursday in
Jonesboro, Illinois, will immediately rule on the state’s dismissal
motion. Duckworth, who is scheduled to host a Washington
fundraiser Thursday morning with Senate Democratic Leader
Harry Reid, is not expected to attend the hearing. — AP

SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS: US Rep. Tammy Duckworth, appears
at a brunch in Springfield, Illinois. Duckworth, a Democratic
candidate for US Senate, is trying to unseat US Sen. Mark
Kirk, in the November 2016 general election. — AP

NEW YORK: In this July 30, 2015 file photo, former New York state Senate
majority leader Dean Skelos, right, and his son Adam, 33, left, leave
Manhattan federal court after pleading not guilty to the latest charges against
them in a corruption case. — AP

HELENA, MONTANA: Three states are getting ready for the
possible return of grizzly bear hunting in the Rocky
Mountains for the first time in decades. The Obama adminis-
tration has proposed lifting protections for grizzlies around
Yellowstone National Park. The bears have been considered
a threatened species since 1975, but wildlife officials say their
population has sufficiently recovered.

Before the US Fish and Wildlife Service makes a final deci-
sion by March 2017, it is requiring Wyoming, Montana and
Idaho to outline what their grizzly bear hunting seasons
would look like. The three states are coordinating their plans.
Montana releases an outline for its hunting regulations on
yesterday. Environmental groups say federal protections
should remain until the state plans are thoroughly reviewed,
and there should be a transitional period before hunting the
iconic species is considered. — AP

WYOMING: This Aug. 2, 2012 photo provided by Wolves of
the Rockies shows a grizzly bear near the Lamar Valley in
Yellowstone National Park. — AP
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