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NEW DELHI: Donald Trump may face a
long, tough road to the White House,
but some fans in India at least are
pulling together to try and get him
divine assistance. A far-right Hindu
group held prayers this week in the
Indian capital to support the presump-
tive Republican presidential nominee
whom they hailed a fighter and a sav-
ior of humanity.

Vishnu Gupta said his fringe Hindu
Sena outfit backed the US billionaire’s
suggestions to temporari ly  ban
Muslims from travelling to America
and to crack down on extremist

groups. “We are great fans of Trump.
We really like his thoughts on various
subjects,” Gupta told AFP. “We totally
support Trump’s call to ban Muslims
from entering the US. In fact Mr Modi
should take a similar stand,” he said,
referring to Indian Hindu nationalist
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

Trump made his comments during
the Republican race underway in the
United States to decide his party’s can-
didate for the country’s November pres-
idential  elections.  The real estate
tycoon has also during his campaign
made fun of Indian call centre workers

and accused foreigners of stealing
American jobs. But Gupta is undeterred,
and this week held a prayer session on a
blanket in a New Delhi protest park
with a handful of devotees.  Together
they lit a ritual fire alongside pictures
and posters of Trump sporting a red dot
or Hindu bindi on his forehead, togeth-
er with posters of Hanuman-the Hindu
god of strength and courage.  “America
needs a firebrand leader like Trump. If
Trump goes on to become president,
he can help India fight Islamic terror,”
Gupta said. “Trump is the only one who
can save humanity.” — AFP
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Nepal says needs more

aid for quake rebuilding

KATHMANDU: Aid-dependent Nepal needs $7.86 billion
over five years, $1.17 billion more than earlier estimates, to
rebuild homes and infrastructure destroyed by the deadly
earthquake in 2015, the government said yesterday.

In total, 9,000 people were killed across Nepal in the
7.8 magnitude quake, which the government said had
affected 2.8 million of the Himalayan nation’s 28 million
population.

International donors, who pledged $4.1 billion for
reconstruction last year, have been left frustrated as lit-
tle of that fund has been spent because of haggling
between political parties, leading to a delay in helping
millions of survivors. Authorities said the increase in the
amount of aid required was due to a larger scale of
destruction than initially projected.

The Red Cross says four million people are still living in
poor-quality temporary shelters, posing a threat to their
health. “The increased requirement of funds is due to a rise
in the number of people affected,” Prime Minister K.P. Oli
told lawmakers in Kathmandu. “The government will con-
struct community houses and move survivors who are liv-
ing in the open to roofed shelters,” Oli said.

Reconstruction of private homes will be completed in
two years, he added, urging donors to provide additional
support for rebuilding. — Reuters

Bangladesh arrests 4

men, says they planned

acts of sabotage

DHAKA: Security officials in Bangladesh’s capital say they
have arrested a leader and three members of a banned radi-
cal group who were planning to commit sabotage.

The Jumatul Mujahedeen Bangladesh had waged a violent
campaign demanding Shariah law and created a large sup-
port network before being banned in 2005. Mufti Mahmud
Khan, a spokesman for the elite anti-crime Rapid Action
Battalion, said Thursday that JMB members who are on bail or
outside jail are trying to regroup.

Khan said the group’s current leader, Abdul Baten, and an
associate were arrested at a bus station and information from
them led to a railway station where the other two were arrest-
ed. He said the four were planning to commit sabotage in
parts of the country. Little other information was disclosed
about them. — AP

NEW DELHI: An Indian Hindu priest performs a Hawan (The Sarced Fire) ritual alongside posters bearing the image of US
Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump. — AFP

Court orders India’s SpiceJet 

to compensate disabled flyer

NEW DELHI: India’s top court yesterday ordered budget air-
line SpiceJet to pay one million rupees ($15,000) to an
activist with cerebral palsy who was offloaded from one of its
flights four years ago.

The Supreme Court said Jeeja Ghosh endured mental and
physical suffering after she was deboarded from the flight on
her way to the western state of Goa to attend a conference
in February 2012. In a petition to the court, Ghosh, 46, said
she was offloaded because the pilot felt she was not fit to fly
on her own, despite her pleas that she had travelled without
an escort in the past.

Although SpiceJet later apologized, Ghosh approached
the court seeking compensation, accusing the airline of dis-
crimination and saying her fundamental rights had been vio-
lated. In passing the judgment yesterday, the Supreme Court
said Ghosh “feels haunted with that scene when she was
pulled out of the plane, like a criminal.  She continues to
have nightmares”.

Judge A.K. Sikri also quoted famous American disabled
rights activist Helen Keller in a judgment that was scathing of
airlines’ treatment of disabled passengers in general. “‘A rare
few see a closed door, try the knob, if it doesn’t open and
they find a key and if it doesn’t fit, they make one!’ These rare
persons we have to find,” he said. Ghosh said she hoped the
judgment would set a precedent and send a message to car-
riers. “Compensation amount is not important, setting an
example is more important,” she told the NDTV television
network. “I’d just like to send out a message to everyone, just
don’t give up.” SpiceJet was not immediately available for
comment when contacted by AFP. — AFP

ANKARA: Yesterday Turkey recalled
its ambassador to Bangladesh for con-
sultations after strongly protesting the
execution in the country of  a  top
Islamist leader, the state-run Anatolia
news agency said.

Motiur Rahman Nizami, leader of
the Jamaat-e- Is lami  party ,  was

hanged at a Dhaka jail late Tuesday
for the massacre of intellectuals dur-
ing the 1971 independence war with
Pakistan.  Turkey’s  ambassador  to
Dhaka, Devrim Ozturk, is due to arrive
back in Turkey yesterday, the news
agency added.

The Turkish foreign ministry had

already strongly condemned the exe-
cution, saying it did not believe that
“Nizami deserved such a punishment”.
It said that Turkey, which has abol-
ished capital punishment, feared that
the use of such methods risked creat-
ing “rancour and hatred between our
Bangladeshi brothers”.

Since coming to power in 2002,
Turkey’s ruling Islamic-rooted Justice
and Development Party (AKP) has
sought to boost the country’s power in
the Musl im world wel l  outside its
Ottoman sphere of influence. Nizami, a
73-year-old former government minis-
ter, was the fifth and the most senior
opposition figure executed since the
secular government in the overwhelm-
ingly Muslim nation set up a contro-
versial war crimes tribunal in 2010.

Turkey had last year also furiously
slammed a death sentence handed to
Egypt’s deposed Islamist president
Mohamed Morsi who was a close ally
of Ankara until he was overthrown by
the military in 2013. — AFP
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after Islamist leader hanged

ISLAMABAD: At least one policeman
was killed and ten others wounded in
a suicide attack in Afghanistans east-
ern Nangarhar province yesterday,
said officials.

Nangarhar police spokesman, Lt.
Col. Hazrat Hussain Mashraqiwal con-
firming the attack said that the inci-
dent took place near a cl inic in
Ghanikhel district of the province.
The suicide bomber, who has been
identified, detonated his vest near a

local police check post outside a clin-
ic, he added. The provincial public
health director, Dr. Najeebullah
Kamawal also confirmed that a police-
man was killed and ten others wound-
ed in the attack. No group has so far
claimed the responsibility of the
attack but Taliban rebels have paced
up their attacks across Afghanistan
targeting security forces following the
launch of their annual warm weather
offensive. — KUNA
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