
NEW DELHI: South Asian nations will set
up a toll-free helpline and online platform
to fight human trafficking, one of the
region’s biggest problems, and trace the
thousands of children who go missing in
the region annually, India’s government
said late on Wednesday.

Ministers from India, Pakistan,
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Sri
Lanka, the Maldives and Nepal came to
the agreement after a conference on child
protection held under the auspices of the
South Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation (SAARC). South Asia, with
India at its centre, is the fastest-growing
and second-largest region for human traf-
ficking in the world, after East Asia,
according to the United Nations Office for
Drugs and Crime.

India’s women and child development
ministry said delegates from the eight
South Asian countries adopted a series of
measures to boost cooperation to end
child exploitation. “(These include) region-
al cross sharing and programming on ICT
initiatives to trace missing children, work-
ing towards establishing a uniform toll
free helpline, developing a regional strate-
gy and common standards for addressing
all forms of sexual abuse, exploitation and
trafficking,” it said in a statement.

There are no accurate figures on the
number of people being trafficked within
South Asia, but activists say thousands of

mostly women and children are trafficked
within India and as well as from its poorer
neighbours Nepal and Bangladesh. Many
are sold into forced marriage or bonded
labour working in middle class homes as
domestic servants, in small shops and
hotels or confined to brothels where they
are repeatedly raped.

Sex tourism, child pornography
Indian Home Minister Rajnath Singh

told delegates that curbing human traf-
ficking was a major challenge for all
nations, but that by sharing information

and best practices, it was possible to
develop regional  solutions.  “With
increasing access to information technol-
ogy and changing nature of our glob-
alised economy, new threats for children
are emerging -  sex tourism,  chi ld
pornography, online threats to children
among others,” said Singh.

“To address these challenges compre-
hensively, within SAARC countries, we can
all benefit from reinforcing regional coop-
eration and strengthening mechanisms
for sharing of information, experience,
expertise and good practices.”  — Reuters

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan is spending $4 billion
a year on cotton imports to support its ailing
textile industry, after erratic rainfall and
drought in the country’s cotton fields
slammed growers and the country’s econo-
my, officials say.

Bad weather has hurt both the quality
and quantity of cotton harvested, leaving
the country’s textile producers - who
account for almost nine percent of GDP -
struggling as they face lack of supply and
higher prices for imports, they say. “We are
importing cotton from India and some oth-
er countries to fulfill our demand and this
has increased to 20 percent in just six
months,” said Mehmood Aslam, operations
manager at Fazal Group, one of the oldest
and largest textile groups in Pakistan, with
operations in cotton ginning, yarn and fab-
ric manufacturing. He said turning to
imports had led to a rise of up to 30 percent
in the cost of the company’s raw materials
and hit the company’s profits. The quality of
the Pakistani cotton still available also is
declining as a result of the poor conditions,
he said. “The local cotton contains a lot of
trash and other contaminations due to the
extreme weather conditions. Therefore its
ginning yield has fallen and production
costs have escalated,” he said.

He said problems sourcing good quality
cotton and ongoing energy shortages in
Pakistan had reduced his company’s
exports of finished textiles from more than
100 shipping containers a month over
much of the last two years to about 30 con-
tainers today. “We can’t meet the deadline

of 30 days to deliver our orders and the
majority of our clients have turned to India,
Bangladesh and China to get their orders
done in time,” he said. He urged the govern-
ment to offer reductions in sales tax to help
the struggling industry.

‘Major blow’ to harvests
Pakistan’s cotton production has fallen

from a predicted 15.5 million bales this year
to 10.9 million bales as a result of erratic rain-
fall, drought in some cotton-growing areas
and poor seed quality, according to the
Federal Committee Cotton on Agriculture
(FCC), a department of the Ministry of Textile
Industry. Pakistan’s Punjab province pro-
duces around 85 percent of the country’s
cotton, with Sindh province growing much
of the rest. Khalid Abdullah, the country’s
Cotton Commissioner and vice president of
the Pakistan Central Cotton Committee, said
the country will spend around $4 billion on
import of the cotton to meet its domestic
demands this year.

Low prices for cotton last year helped
drive down production, he said, and weath-
er extremes related to climate change, as
well as insect attacks, also hit harvests.
“Climate change and extreme weather pat-
terns are a major blow to the crop,” he said.

Pakistan is the fourth largest producer
of cotton in the world, behind China, India,
and the United States, and has the third-
largest spinning capacity in Asia after China
and India. The cotton industry provides
employment to some 40 percent of
Pakistan’s industrial workforce, according

to a report published by the Institute of
Cost and Management Accountants of
Pakistan. It says Pakistan also earns around
$12 billion annually from export of cotton
and cotton products.

New seeds, less water
To deal with worsening drought and

falling cotton harvests, Pakistani scientists at
the Central Cotton Research Institute are
developing 45 new drought-tolerant and
heat-resistant cotton seed varieties with the
help of private seed companies.

The aim is to not only keep up cotton
production but to reduce the amount of irri-
gation water needed to grow cotton. Khalid
Mahmood, director of the Cotton Research
Institute Faisalabad, said the new seed vari-
eties have been planted at 22 locations in
Punjab and Sindh provinces on a trial basis.

Trials will continue another two years, he
said, then the seeds are expected to come
onto the market once they are approved by
the Punjab Seed Corporation, a semi
autonomous body of the Punjab govern-
ment that will look at their quality and abili-
ty to resist extreme weather patterns, he
said. He said the varieties in trials are pro-
ducing 40 maund of cotton per acre - at
least a third higher than normal cotton har-
vests - and cutting water use by 30 percent.
“So far, we are satisfied with the outcome,”
he said. “We hope the new seed varieties
will help increase the overall cotton produc-
tion around 20 percent and save a lot of for-
eign exchange reserves being spent on
import of cotton,” he said. — Reuters

17I n t e r n a t i o n a l
FRIDAY, MAY 13, 2016

Pakistan to hang
the ‘terrorists’ 

behind bus attack,
activist murder

ISLAMABAD: Yesterday Pakistan’s military chief approved
the execution of five “hardcore terrorists” that the army said
were involved in the killing of a prominent rights activist
and a deadly bus attack claimed by Islamic State.

An army statement said the five were charged in a mili-
tary court and admitted their guilt, though it did not specify
what they were charged with.  Military chief General Raheel
Sharif had confirmed the death sentences, it said. The five
“perpetrated” the attack on a bus in Karachi last May, in
which gunmen stormed the vehicle and killed 45 members
of the minority Ismaili community, the statement said.

The Islamic State group claimed the attack, though the
military statement yesterday described the five as “active”
members of Al-Qaeda. No reason for the discrepancy was
immediately given.  The five were also “involved” in the
killing of rights activist Sabeen Mehmood as well as several
other attacks, the statement said, without offering more
details. Mehmood was shot dead in the port city of Karachi
in April last year minutes after hosting a seminar on abuses
in restive Balochistan province. The killing sent shockwaves
through the country’s progressives, as those who speak out
against alleged abuses by the state warned they were under
increasing threat.

Months later, authorities revealed that the main suspect
in the bus attack, Saad Aziz, had admitted to Mehmood’s
murder also.  Aziz was among the five whose executions
were confirmed yesterday. Pakistan reinstated the death
penalty and established military courts as part of a crack-
down after its deadliest ever extremist attack, when gun-
men stormed a school in the northwest in 2014 leaving
more than 150 people dead.

Rights activists have criticized a surge in hangings
since the moratorium was lifted, with Pakistan becom-
ing the world’s third most prolific executioner in 2015,
and complained the military trials are neither transpar-
ent nor fair. — AFP

Pakistan protests
Bangladesh’s execution

of Islamist leader
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has summoned a senior Bangladeshi
diplomat to protest the “unfortunate hanging” of the head
of Bangladesh’s largest Islamist party for his alleged role in
genocide and war crimes during the independence war
against Pakistan in 1971.

The Foreign Ministry yesterday said the leader of the
Jamaat-e-Islami party, Motiur Rahman Nizami, was convicted
and sentenced based on a flawed judicial process. Nizami,
73, was executed Wednesday.

Thousands of supporters of Nizami in Pakistan organized
a special memorial service for him on Wednesday. Nizami is
the fifth senior official from Bangladeshi opposition parties
to be executed since 2013 for alleged war crimes during the
1971 conflict. — AP

Pakistan cotton industry 
faces $4 bln bill

erratic rainfall and drought to blame

PESHAWAR, PAKISTAN: Supporters of Pakistani religious
party Jamaat-e-Islami condemn the execution of
Bangladesh’s largest Islamist party’s chief Motiur Motiur
Rahman Nizami on Wednesday. — AP

South Asian nations unite over anti-child 
trafficking drive, helpline planned

NEW DELHI: A 16-year-old girl sits inside a protection home on the outskirts of
the city on November 9, 2012. — AFP


