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KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia’s government
said yesterday that two more pieces of
debris, discovered in South Africa and
Rodrigues Island off Mauritius, were
“almost certainly” from Flight 370, bring-
ing the total number of pieces believed to
have come from the missing Malaysian jet
to five. The aircraft mysteriously disap-
peared more than two years ago with 239
people on board, and so far an extensive
underwater search of a vast area of the
Indian Ocean off Australia’s west coast has
turned up empty.

The discovery
Though the discovery of the debris has

bolstered authorities’ assertion that the
plane went down somewhere in the Indian
Ocean, none of the parts have thus far
yielded any clues into exactly where and
why the aircraft crashed. Those elusive
answers lie with the flight data recorders, or
black boxes, which may never be found,
said Geoff Dell, a specialist in accident
investigation at Central Queensland
University in Australia.

“It shows they’re looking in the right
ocean - that’s about it,” Dell said. Transport
Minister Liow Tiong Lai said the two new
parts were an engine cowling piece with a
partial Rolls-Royce logo and an interior panel
piece from an aircraft cabin - the first interior
part found from the missing plane.

An international team of experts in
Australia who examined the debris conclud-
ed that both pieces were consistent with
panels found on a Malaysia Airlines’ Boeing
777 aircraft, Liow said. “As such, the team has
confirmed that both pieces of debris from
South Africa and Rodrigues Island are almost
certainly from MH370,” he said in a state-

ment. All five pieces have been found in vari-
ous spots around the Indian Ocean. Last
year, a wing part from the plane washed
ashore on France’s Reunion Island. Then in
March, investigators confirmed two pieces
of debris found along Mozambique’s coast
were almost certainly from the aircraft.

The jet, which vanished on March 8,
2014, while flying from Kuala Lumpur to
Beijing, is believed to have crashed some-
where in a remote stretch of the southern
Indian Ocean about 1,800 kilometers (1,100
miles) off Australia’s west coast. Authorities
had predicted that any debris from the plane

that isn’t on the ocean floor would eventual-
ly be carried by currents to the east coast of
Africa. Investigators are examining marine
life attached to the debris to see if it could
somehow help them narrow down where it
entered the ocean, but haven’t discovered
anything useful yet. The interior part, identi-
fied by its decorative laminate, is a panel
from the main cabin and believed to be part
of a door closet, the Australian Transport
Safety Bureau said in a technical report. But
even this interior piece is also unlikely to
prove very helpful to investigators, said Dell,
the accident investigation expert. —AP
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SEOUL: Lee Hee-beom, newly-nominated president of the
Pyeongchang 2018 Winter Olympics Organizing
Committee, speaks during a press conference after the
committee’s general assembly yesterday. — AFP

Former minister elected as 

chief of Pyeongchang 2018

SEOUL: South Korean Olympic officials yesterday elected for-
mer government minister Lee Hee-beom as the new head of
the organizing committee for the 2018 Winter Olympics fol-
lowing the abrupt resignation of the previous president.

Lee, 67, a former minister of industry and energy, was
unanimously elected in a meeting of 103 officials, the organiz-
ing committee for the Pyeongchang Games said. Lee’s elec-
tion requires endorsement from South Korea’s minister of cul-
ture, sports and tourism, which is considered a formality.

The committee last week nominated Lee to replace busi-
ness tycoon Cho Yang-ho, who stepped down to deal with
financial troubles at a major shipping company his family con-
trols. “It is a personal honor to undertake such a nationally
important task with the Olympics being just a year and nine
months away, but I also feel heavy responsibility,” Lee said in a
statement after the committee meeting.

“If the 1988 Seoul Olympics were the event that introduced
South Korea to the international stage, the 2018 Pyeongchang
Olympics will mark a historic turning point that allows the
country to leap into the ranks of advanced nations.”

The sudden resignation of Cho, whose family also con-
trols Olympic sponsor Korean Air, marked the second
change in less than two years at the helm of the Olympic
organizing committee. 

Pyeongchang organizers have faced a series of chal-
lenges in recent years, including construction delays, local
conflicts over venues and slow pace of attracting domestic
sponsorships, but preparations seemed to accelerate after
the successful hosting of test events at Olympic venues ear-
lier this year. — AP

Japan travel firm cancels

‘sexist’ in-flight lectures

by brainy beauties

TOKYO: A Japanese travel agency has cancelled a service
offering in-flight lectures from “beautiful” female university
students after a barrage of online criticism accusing the firm of
sexism. HIS travel firm dropped the in-flight package
Wednesday, its intended launch day, with a message saying
sorry after its website was overrun with a deluge of complaints
from angry netizens. “The company offers a sincere apology
that the campaign caused unpleasant feelings to many peo-
ple,” said a statement titled “Apology” on its website.

Japan is no stranger to allegations of sexism in the work-
place. Efforts to boost female workforce participation have
floundered, with a lack of childcare facilities, poor career sup-
port and deeply entrenched sexism blamed for keeping
women at home. HIS’ proposal to titillate-and educate-male
clients is not the first time a Japanese company has offered
up women for innocent company. Men can pay to snuggle
with a beautiful woman at “cuddle cafes”, shell out for an
innocent walk in the park or spend an evening at “snack bars”
where female companions are hired to chat, sing or light her
date’s cigarette. HIS’ service offered travellers a chance to sit
next to a “beautiful girl” from Tokyo University, Japan’s equiv-
alent of Harvard or Oxford, and receive a “fun lecture” about
their area of study. According to the HIS website no premium
had to be paid for the chance to sit next to a companion,
instead the campaign appeared to be aimed at driving reser-
vation traffic to the agency. —AFP

SYDNEY: More than 40 tourists, many of
them elderly Chinese, were recovering
yesterday after jumping into life rafts
when the catamaran they were aboard
caught fire in Australia.

The Spirit of 1770 got into trouble 10
nautical miles off the coastal town of
1770 following a day-trip to Lady
Musgrave Island on the Great Barrier
Reef, apparently when a fire started in
the engine room. The local Gladstone
Observer newspaper said the 42 passen-
gers and four crew abandoned ship and
jumped into the water before swimming
to life rafts late Wednesday.

They dri fted for  several  hours
before three rescue boats arrived and
ferried them ashore, where pictures
showed them huddled under blankets
as they were treated by paramedics.
“Of  the 46 people on board,  19
received treatment for non-life threat-
ening injuries  at  hospitals  in
Bundaberg and Gladstone,”
Queensland police said in a statement.

“The vessel caught fire around 4pm
(on Wednesday) and was subsequently
abandoned around 4.30pm prompting a
search and rescue operation.

“Investigations into the incident are
continuing.” The Observer said many of
the tourists were elderly Chinese, with
others from Canada, New Zealand and
Britain. English traveller Gemma Sargent
said she was woken by people shouting
about the fire. 

“All of a sudden the captain goes ‘Get

off the boat!’ and I’m looking at him
thinking ‘How?’,” she told Seven News. 

“Everyone literally got shoved off
whether you could swim or not.” Lady
Musgrave Island, a coral cay, is a popular
tourist destination some  500 kilometers
north of Brisbane and is only reachable
by boat. — AFP

Tourists jump for lives from

burning Australia boat   

AUSTRALIA: Ambulance staff tending to more than 40 tourists, many of them
Chinese, who were recovering after jumping into life rafts when the catamaran
they were on caught fire on Wednesday. — AFP


