
CALIFORNIA: Stephen Curry #30 of the Golden State Warriors goes up for a shot against the Portland
Trail Blazers during Game Five of the Western Conference Semifinals on May 11, 2016 at Oracle Arena
in Oakland. — AFP 

MADRID: As a pot-bellied, softly-spoken,
65-year-old, Spain coach Vicente del
Bosque can rarely be described as a man
on a mission. Yet he is determined to put
right a disastrous World Cup two years
ago when La Roja defend their European
Championship title. “The origin of every-
thing is Brazil and the disappointment of
Brazil,” Del Bosque told AFP explaining
why the Spanish public, so accustomed to
success over the past decade, has failed to
become enthused by its national team in
the two years since Spain crashed out
after just two games at the World Cup.

Del Bosque could lay claim to being
the most decorated active manager in

world football having won virtually every
major honor at club and international lev-
el. Champions Leagues and La Liga titles
with Real Madrid were followed by win-
ning Spain’s first World Cup in South
Africa in 2010 and becoming the first side
to retain the Euros four years ago. Yet
that track record has not protected him
from the stinging criticism that followed
Spain’s collapse in Brazil. Concerns he is
too loyal to the old guard that won three
back-to-back major tournaments
between 2008 and 2012 have persisted
since he resisted calls to resign after the
World Cup.

“It was a difficult moment for all of us,

we had received a lot of criticism from
people in Spain, in some cases dispropor-
tionate criticism considering this is sport,”
added Del Bosque. “More than refuting
them, they should serve as an incentive
for the next time. We never know what is
going to happen, but we will try to ensure
there isn’t a repeat of what happened in
Brazil.” For a man so used to winning with
humility, dealing with defeat and the
questioning it continues to entail nearly
two years on has been a new and difficult
experience for a respected veteran like
Del Bosque. Yet, his defiance to stay on
for what he has long admitted is likely to
be his last stand in a major tournament is

also rooted in not going out on the low of
Brazil. “The federation are already work-
ing on it. There will be no gap, no prob-
lem, there are plenty of people prepared
to be here,” he added on his future. The
sobering blow of Brazil at least ensures
that complacency can’t be blamed should
Spain fail to live up to expectations once
more. However, many of the problems
remain unsolved by an uninspiring quali-
fying campaign despite a return of nine
wins and just one defeat. Whether Del
Bosque is brave enough to finally discard
captain Iker Casillas in favor of the more
in-form David de Gea in goal is the princi-
pal question. — AFP 

Del Bosque seeks vindication after Brazil bust
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SAN FRANCISCO: Stephen Curry was hon-
ored with his second-consecutive league
MVP award before leading Golden State to a
125-121 victory over Portland as the
Warriors advanced to back-to-back confer-
ence finals. The night started with Curry’s
award for the first unanimous MVP trophy
and ended with the superstar capping his
29-point performance with four free throws
in the final 18 seconds to give the Warriors a
4-1 series victory over the Trail Blazers.

Asked if he ever dreamed he would be
the NBA’s first unanimous MVP selection
Curry said, “never in my wildest dreams. I
grew up watching the game and a lot of leg-
ends.” “I am proud to be part of that group
and to have that honor is unbelievable,” he
added. The Warriors advanced to their first
back-to-back NBA semi-finals since the
1974-75 and 1975-76 seasons by winning
their eighth consecutive series clinching
game at home.Golden State now awaits the
winner of the Oklahoma City Thunder-San
Antonio Spurs series. If Oklahoma City elimi-
nate the Spurs in game six on Thursday, the
best-of-seven Western Conference finals

would begin Monday in Oakland. “We knew
it would be a dog fight every game,” Curry
said. “We had to grind it out.” “Last year we
came out for the ceremony and then lost on
home floor,” he added. “It wasn’t easy, but
we found a way to get it done.” The fifth-
seeded Trail Blazers made the Warriors work
for their win on Wednesday. Portland led by
as many as 11 early and got to 118-115 in
the final minute of the contest.

Warriors Klay Thompson forced
Portland star Damian Lillard to miss a shot
from 17 feet. Curry then busted loose and
nailed a 25-footer for the clutch basket that
put Golden State up 121-116. Thompson
led the Warriors with 33 points, hitting 13
of 17 from the field and six of nine three-
point attempts. Curry’s 29 points were a
result of 10-for-20 shooting, including five-
for-11 on three-pointers. In his first start
since spraining a ligament in his right knee
during the first-round series against the
Houston Rockets, he went 36 minutes and
tallied a game-high 11 assists. Curry admit-
ted Wednesday he is feeling mentally and
physically tired.

‘Wild three days’ 
“It has been a wild three days,” Curry

said. “From the first game I came back
when I gave everything I had that night.
Then I came home and with the festivities
yesterday. But in the playoffs there are no
excuses.”  In the earlier game Wednesday,
DeMar DeRozan tallied 34 points as the
Toronto Raptors seized a 3-2 lead in their
Eastern Conference series with a 99-91 win
over the Miami Heat. Toronto guard Kyle
Lowry scored 25 points, including five in
the final minute as the Raptors fended off a
late Miami surge.

The Raptors started quickly and led by as
many as 16 points in the first quarter and
were ahead by 20 in the second quarter
before the Heat mounted their attack. The
Raptors took a 13-point lead into the fourth
quarter, but the Heat cut it to five with just
under five minutes remaining at Toronto’s
Air Canada Centre arena. The margin was
down to one after Dwyane Wade converted
two free throws with just under two min-
utes to play. Wade finished with a team
high 20 points for the Heat.  — AFP 

Warriors eliminate 
Blazers in game five

Curry send Warriors to finals

Changes in Russian system ‘just 
fake’ so far, whistleblower says 

MONTREAL: In the opinion of a whistleblower who uncovered
Russia’s doping scourge, most of the changes in the country’s
track and anti-doping programs are “just fake,” and not nearly
extensive enough to allow the team into the Olympics this
summer. Vitaly Stepanov, who along with his wife, Yulia, blew
the lid off systemic doping in Russia, told The Associated Press
that he estimated 80 percent of coaches in high-level Russian
track had used doping to prepare athletes for the London
Olympics. A decision on the track team’s eligibility for the Rio
de Janeiro Games is coming next month from the sport’s inter-
national federation. But Stepanov told the AP he hasn’t seen
enough reform or penalties to make him believe the team
could be clean by the time the Olympics start in August.

“Those 80 percent of coaches must be sanctioned,” he
said. “I’ve seen a few coaches facing lifetime bans, but others,
they still prefer to hide everything. All the changes being
shown are just fake ones.” The World Anti-Doping Agency is
meeting this week in Montreal, where Russia’s issues will be
discussed. On Wednesday, Stepanov spoke, via videoconfer-
ence, to the agency’s executive committee to share his expe-
riences as an employee of Russia’s anti-doping agency, then
later, as a whistleblower.

An AP review of news reports and official documents
announcing sanctions estimates fewer than a dozen high-lev-
el athletics coaches and other support personnel have been
suspended since the German documentary about the scandal
in Russia’s track team aired in December 2014. Britain’s Sky
News television reported that the number of doping tests
being conducted in Russia, which have been overseen by
Britain’s anti-doping agency since Russia’s was suspended,
has fallen dramatically. But Russian sport minister Vitaly
Mutko told Sky News the Russians have been cooperating
with testers and “there is no basis for our team to not be par-
ticipating in the Olympic Games.”

Stepanov disagrees. He also has long been flustered by
WADA’s slow pace. He spent four years sending dozens of
emails to WADA that laid out precise details about schemes to
load up athletes with illegal drugs, then make sure they
wouldn’t get caught. Stepanov said he commonly received
nothing more than a simple, three-word response to those
emails: “Confirmed. Message received.” WADA officials say
they did not have the authority to act until the anti-doping
code was revised in 2015, and they didn’t think turning the
information over to Russian authorities would produce results. 

There are passages in the old code, however, that can be
interpreted differently, including one that says WADA’s roles
and responsibilities include cooperating with “relevant nation-
al and international organizations and agencies, including but
not limited to, facilitating inquiries and investigations.” “WADA
continues to obfuscate the issue,” U.S. Biathlon president Max
Cobb said. “They keep saying, ‘Show us the evidence.’ But evi-
dence is what you get when you investigate.”

It wasn’t until Stepanov went to the media with his infor-
mation that WADA finally called for an investigation, leaving a
four-year gap - new evidence shows that gap may also
include the Sochi Olympics - during which the world’s highest
authority on anti-doping knew there was trouble throughout
the Russian system but did little. “I was thinking, there’s this
huge structure that’s been there since 2000 and they’ve dealt
with this kind of case many times and they have investiga-
tors,” said Stepanov, who lives in the United States in a loca-
tion he does not reveal.  — AP


