
LONDON: Sunderland secured their Premier
League survival on Wednesday with a 3-0 victo-
ry over Everton that condemned bitter local
rivals Newcastle United and Norwich City to rel-
egation and sparked wild scenes of celebration
at the Stadium of Light. It was the fourth season
in a row that Sunderland’s fans had to endure a
gruelling relegation battle before popping the
champagne corks, and their victory was a crush-
ing blow for Newcastle and Norwich, whose 4-2
win over Watford on Wednesday proved in vain.

Sunderland’s win, which came courtesy of
two goals from surprise hero Lamine Kone,
moved them up to 38 points with one match
remaining, four clear of Norwich and Newcastle.
Sunderland manager Sam Allardyce, a master of
steering teams clear of danger, led the
Sunderland fans in celebration, pulling off his
jacket and flexing his muscles to the crowd after
the final whistle. “There were a long few months
winter months,” he said. “We became a team
that was difficult to beat, who did not like losing
and continued the run constantly for the last
few months.”

Sunderland came into the game knowing vic-
tory would secure their survival regardless of
other results and they dominated a lacklustre
Everton from the start. They took the lead six
minutes before halftime when Patrick van
Aanholt’s free kick was completely misjudged by
Everton keeper Joel Robles before nestling in the
net. It was 2-0 three minutes later as Kone lashed
home a lofted ball into the box before the Ivorian
started the celebrations in earnest 10 minutes
after the interval when he converted from a cor-
ner which Robles palmed straight to him.

It was a painful end for Norwich, who had lost
their previous four league matches without scor-
ing, but found goals easy to come by in a comfort-

able win over Watford that came too late. They fell
behind to an early strike from Troy Deeney but
goals from Nathan Redmond and Dieumerci
Mbokani and a Craig Cathcart own goal put them
in command. Odion Ighalo pulled one back for
Watford before Mbokani dinked in Norwich’s
fourth. The win, however, counted for nothing and
left boss Alex Neil cursing an end-of-season col-

lapse that condemned his team to the second tier.
“It is severe disappointment,” he said. “In recent
matches we have known it was going to be a diffi-
cult match. We had it in our hands five matches
ago but we came up short. “The story for us is that
as a club, we have dropped short for a variety of
reasons. We have made vital errors in games at
crucial times and the recruitment has not been as

good to strengthen the squad.” In a very different
atmosphere to the intensity of the relegation bat-
tle, Liverpool’s Christian Benteke headed a stop-
page-time equalizer in a 1-1 draw against last sea-
son’s champions Chelsea at Anfield. Belgian Eden
Hazard had earlier lit up a mid-table clash between
the division’s eighth and ninth-placed sides with a
superb individual goal. — Reuters
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LIVERPOOL: An injury-time Christian Benteke
goal earned Liverpool a point against unlucky
Chelsea in a hard-working 1-1 draw at Anfield
on Wednesday. Eden Hazard’s first-half open-
er was a thrilling finish worthy of winning any
contest and it looked like it would be enough
until Benteke nodded in Sheyi Ojo’s cross late
on as Liverpool’s unbeaten record at home
was extended to 13 matches. The result pre-
served the 10-point gap between the teams,
with Europa League finalists Liverpool eighth
and outgoing Premier League champions
Chelsea ninth.

It has been a season of change at Anfield,
with Jurgen Klopp replacing Brendan Rodgers
as manager in October, and more transforma-
tions will take place during the close season.
This match was the last time Anfield’s Main
Stand will be seen in its current guise as the
famous ground is redesigned to increase the
stadium’s capacity. Chelsea will also undergo

significant change over the coming months,
but mainly on the pitch. Long-time captain
John Terry is set to leave the club, but he
cannot enjoy a public farewell as his red
card in Chelsea’s  last  encounter  against
Sunderland meant he was suspended for the
club’s final two games.

It robs the Stamford Bridge faithful of the
opportunity to show their thanks for Terry’s
commitment over the past decade and beyond,
and protests in the away end here showed how
much a large section of Chelsea’s fans want the
35-year-old to be given a further one-year con-
tract. As well as their club captain, Chelsea were
also without Diego Costa at Anfield, while
Liverpool were at virtual full strength as Klopp
looked to test his preferred starting XI ahead of
their Europa League final against Sevilla next
Wednesday. This match in years gone by has
been one of the most tense and tumultuous in
the English game, but although the start was
bright, it had little of the fire of old.

Liverpool have clicked in recent weeks and
that was shown by their early attacking ambi-
tions as Adam Lallana, Philippe Coutinho and
Roberto Firmino all tested the Chelsea defense.
The visitors, meanwhile, looked to hit Liverpool
on the break and Bertrand Traore had a decent
chance from close range that Simon Mignolet
comfortably stopped. —AFP

Sunderland survive; Norwich, Newcastle relegated 

Sunderland 3

Everton 0

SUNDERLAND: Sunderland’s Jermain Defoe (left) and Everton’s Leighton Baines battle for the ball during the English Premier League
soccer match at the Stadium of Light on Wednesday May 11, 2016.  — AP 

NORWICH: Norwich City manager Alex Neil
declared that he felt humbled by the recep-
tion of the club’s supporters after their relega-
tion from the Premier League. The Canaries
beat Watford 4-2 on Wednesday thanks to
two goals from Dieumerci Mbokani, one from
Nathan Redmond and an own goal by
Hornets defender Craig Cathcart. But the
result ended up counting for nothing as
Sunderland beat Everton 3-0 to confirm that
neither Norwich nor Newcastle United can
now climb out of the bottom three on
Sunday’s final day. That Sunderland were win-
ning comfortably was known long before the
final whistle at Carrow Road on a night when
Troy Deeney and Odion Ighalo scored for the
visitors. But the home fans stayed to applaud
the players as well as singing Neil’s name.

Whether he will still be in charge at the

start of next season in the Championship
remains to be seen, but the Scot was certainly
moved by the acclaim he received. “That, for
me, was really, really humbling,” he said. “I
feel as if I’ve let them down. I feel as if we’ve
come up short as a group, as a club. For them
to respond in that way, I didn’t expect. I think
it’s really unusual. “I can only thank them for
that. It makes it even more difficult for me to
accept that we’ve come up short.” Norwich
are not a club known for hiring and firing
managers. Neil, at 34, is one of the youngest
in the profession and took them up from the
second tier in his first season in charge.

But he offered no indication that he was
expecting to stay.  “I’m saying there’s discus-
sions to be had with the club,” he said. “The
club’s got to decide what road they want to
go down and how they’re going to go about
it for next season. “I want to sit down with the
owners and have a good chat with them and
see where they are. I’ve had nothing but sup-
port since I’ve been at this club. I’ve got
absolutely no complaints. “They’ve given me
their utmost support. I can’t grumble about
any of it.” Remarkably, Watford manager
Quique Sanchez Flores appears more likely to
find himself in need of a new job. —AFP

Norwich go down 
despite a victory 

Norwich 4 

Watford 2

Liverpool 1

Chelsea 1

Hazard hits stunner, but 
Liverpool snatch a point


