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MoI bans 
Ramadan tents, 
cracks down 
on begging

Black Panther, 
Marvel’s 
African hero, 
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League title
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tablets 
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Amir urges Yemen foes to 
press on with peace talks
Yemen PM rejects rebel-proposed unity govt

conspiracy theories

Don’t sacrifice
charity
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By Badrya Darwish

The most bizarre news I heard yesterday was
that mosques in Kuwait will not be allowed to
set up tents during Ramadan. This is a normal

practice known in the Arab world as Muwaed Al-
Rahman (table of the Merciful), where mosques set
up tents to serve iftar meals and allow more room
for worshippers. Anyone who needs food can go to
the nearest mosque and eat. And this is not just for
the poor - it’s for anyone who’s fasting and happens
to be traveling. At the azan, they can stop at any
mosque and break their fast. 

The report said the Ministry of Interior has taken
this step for security reasons. Of course I am with the
Ministry of Interior for any necessary security meas-
ures that protect Kuwait. We will never forget the
heinous attack on our mosque last Ramadan and
God bless all the souls who were lost. 

But we should not let this security phobia destroy
our lives and traditions, especially when it comes to
charity. I know for a fact that many people, especial-
ly workers and laborers, really depend on the iftar at
the mosques for their meals. As the Ministry of
Interior has said they are more alert over protecting
mosques and places of worship, it’s not difficult to
protect the tents that are adjacent to the mosques
and provide iftar.  We need to let charity prevail and
not fear, especially in the holy month of Ramadan. 

Anyway it’s unclear even from the circular issued
by the Interior Ministry if mosques will be allowed to
serve iftar meals inside the mosques. It’s not an ideal
option to eat inside the mosque, because there is
very little time between breaking the fast and
prayers, and you need to clean the place and get it
ready for worshippers. It is an easy option to have a
tent adjacent to the mosque. 

We are looking forward to the holy month of
Ramadan and we pray for peace and tranquility for
the whole world. 

News
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Woman fined, deported for 
checking husband’s phone 

DUBAI: A woman was fined and ordered to be deport-
ed from the United Arab Emirates for breaching her
husband’s privacy by checking his cell phone to see if
he was cheating on her, Gulf News reported yesterday.
The unnamed Arab expatriate was fined 150,000
dirhams ($40,843) by the criminal court in the emirate
of Ajman, the English-language newspaper said. Her
lawyer told the paper she had accused her husband of
having an affair. She admitted she had accessed his
phone without his permission and transferred photos to
her device, the lawyer added. The husband lodged a
complaint with the court which convicted her on
Thursday last week under a cybercrime law which
penalizes “the invasion of privacy of another person”
using information technology, the paper said. It said the
couple were in their 30s but gave no other information.

KUWAIT/RIYADH: HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Sabah yesterday urged Yemen’s warring parties to
press ahead with peace talks, a day after the govern-
ment delegation threatened to pull out of the UN-bro-
kered negotiations. The Amir called on the two sides to
continue negotiating to “reach positive results”, the offi-
cial KUNA news agency reported. The appeal came after
HH the Amir met separately with the two delegations
and the UN envoy at Bayan Palace in an attempt to sal-
vage the talks that began four weeks ago. During the
meetings, Sheikh Sabah reiterated his call for the
Yemeni negotiators to continue peace consultations to
help restore Yemen’s security and stability.

Senior officials from Kuwait have repeatedly mediat-
ed and sought to prevent the collapse of the negotia-
tions aimed at ending nearly 14 months of bloodshed.
Yemeni Foreign Minister Abdulmalek Al-Mikhlafi, who
heads the government delegation, threatened on
Tuesday to quit the talks with Iran-backed rebels, giving
the UN envoy a “last chance” to make them comply with
UN resolutions. He said the rebels should acknowledge
their respect to UN Security Council Resolution 2216
which demands the insurgents withdraw from areas
they occupied since 2014 and surrender arms. 

Continued on Page 13KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets UN Special Envoy to Yemen Ismail
Ould Cheikh Ahmed at Bayan Palace yesterday. — KUNA 

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: The National Assembly’s interior and defense
committee yesterday approved a draft law to naturalize up
to 4,000 people in the current year, but after rejecting all
proposals to amend the bill. The draft law was passed in
the Assembly in the first reading last week and the second
and final vote was postponed until next week. It calls on
authorities to grant Kuwaiti citizenship to up to 4,000 peo-
ple in 2016. The law is considered as a tool to help authori-
ties resolve the decades-old problem of over 110,000
stateless people or bedoons by naturalizing those who are

considered eligible for Kuwaiti nationality. But the commit-
tee rejected a proposal stipulating that all the people who
would be naturalized must be bedoons, because it wants
to open the door for naturalizing all those who deserve it
regardless of their original nationality.

Bedoons or their ancestors have been living in the
country for decades and claim the right to Kuwaiti citizen-
ship. The government says that only 34,000 of the
bedoons qualify for consideration for citizenship and
asked the rest to produce their original identification
papers to be granted long-term residence permits and
allowed to seek jobs.

Meanwhile, MP Abdullah Al-Tameemi yesterday
strongly criticized MP Abdullah Al-Turaiji for expecting
that controversial MP Abdulhameed Dashti may be assas-
sinated. He said Turaiji’s behavior is a breach of moral
standards and constitutional and Assembly charter princi-
ples. Tameemi said the comment by Turaiji is a clear insti-
gation, a bad example and far from parliamentary man-
ners, and distorts the image of the Assembly as a whole.
He called on Turaiji to withdraw the statement and apolo-
gize to the Kuwaiti people for what he had said against
Dashti.

Continued on Page 13

Panel OKs bill to naturalize 4,000 

Ramadan working 
hours announced 

KUWAIT: Working hours during the holy month of
Ramadan will be from 09:30 am to 02:00 pm for ministries,
and from 10:00 am to 02:30 pm for those of special work
nature, Civil Service Commission (CSC) announced yester-
day. It added that institutions of special work nature that
would like to change their working hours should contact
the CSC. It noted that the following institutions will have
the same working hours as those of the ministries: Public
Authority for Housing Welfare, Ports Authority, Public
Authority for Agricultural Affairs and Fish Resources, Public
Authority for Youth and Sports, Environment Public
Authority, Civil Aviation, Public Authority for Industry,
Public Authority for Minors Affairs, Public Authority for
Customs, Fire Service Directorate, Credit Bank, Zakat
House, Municipality, Civil Service Commission and National
Council for Culture, Arts and Letters.

KANO, Nigeria: One of 219 schoolgirls held hostage by
Boko Haram for more than two years has been found,
the military and activists said yesterday, the first rescue
that has raised hopes for those still being held. Amina
Ali was discovered on Tuesday in the Sambisa Forest
area of Borno state by civilian vigilantes and soldiers on
patrol and was brought back to her home town of
Mbalala, near Chibok. “When her mother approached
the car the girl stepped out and her mother exclaimed,
‘Amina! Is that you?’” Ayuba Alamson Chibok, a Chibok
community leader, told AFP. “They ran towards each
other and hugged. The mother burst into tears.”

The rescue is a rare positive in the ordeal of the
schoolgirls, whose abduction sparked global outrage
and brought world attention to a brutal conflict that
has killed at least 20,000 since 2009. Nigeria’s army said
Ali was found with “a suspected Boko Haram terrorist,
Mohammed Hayatu, who claimed to be her husband”,
as well as a four-month-old girl named Safiya. A photo-
graph provided by the military showed a young
woman sitting in a plastic chair, dressed in flip-flops, a
patterned hijab and pink wrapper common in the
region. She was cradling the infant in one arm and a
plate of food in the other.

Yakubu Nkeki, head of the Abducted Chibok Girls
Parents’ group, said the teenager, who was 17 when she
was abducted, was brought to his house where she was
reunited with her mother. She was then handed over to
the military and taken to the nearby town of Damboa,
he told AFP. Army spokesman Sani Usman said Ali,
Hayatu and Safiya were transferred to the state capital,
Maiduguri for “further medical attention and screening”.

Continued on Page 13

Girl kidnapped by Boko 
Haram found with baby

This file photo from Aug 21, 2014 shows an
image of Earth. Last month was the hottest April
in modern history. — AFP 

MIAMI: Last month was the hottest April in modern history,
marking the 12th consecutive month that global heat
records have been shattered, the US National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration said yesterday. “The globally
averaged temperature over land and ocean surfaces for
April 2016 was the highest for the month of April in the
NOAA global temperature dataset record, which dates back
to 1880,” the agency said in a statement. “This marks the
12th consecutive month the monthly global temperature
record has been broken, the longest such streak in the 137-
year record.”

The report, issued each month by NOAA, also pointed to
a concerning spike in temperature last month, compared to
the 20th century average. The combined average tempera-
ture over global land and ocean surfaces for April 2016 was
1.10 Celsius above the 20th century average of 13.7 C. This
marked “the highest temperature departure for April since
global records began in 1880.”

Overall, 13 of 15 of these record spikes, or monthly tem-
perature departures, have occurred since February 2015,
signaling that global warming is accelerating. Unusually
warm temperatures were seen across much of the world,
but particularly in Russia and Alaska, where temperatures
were 5.4 F (3.0 C) or more above average, said NOAA.
Northern and central South America and parts of southern
Europe, western and central Africa, southeastern Asia, east-
ern Australia, southern Alaska, and the Caribbean also saw
temperatures climb. Cooler than average weather was seen
last month in northeastern Canada and southern South
America. — AFP 

April breaks
heat records

DAMBOA, Nigeria: This handout picture shows
Amina Ali posing with her 4-month-old baby Safiya
after she was released by the Nigerian army.  — AFP 

ELANGAPITIYA VILLAGE, Sri Lanka: Soldiers and police
used sticks and bare hands yesterday to dig through enor-
mous piles of mud covering houses in three villages hit by
massive landslides in central Sri Lanka, with hundreds of
families reported missing. By evening, rescuers had pulled
37 bodies from the mud and debris unleashed by several
days of heavy rain across the island nation.  Officials said the
extent of the tragedy was still unclear, but the Sri Lankan
Red Cross said at least 220 families were unaccounted for.

“The task is to figure out what happened to them,” the
Red Cross said in a statement, noting that some people may
have left after local officials warned earlier this week of pos-
sible landslides. Heavy fog, rain, electrical outages and the
loose ground were complicating efforts to search for sur-
vivors. As night fell, the rescue operation was suspended

until dawn. Officials warned that, with rain still falling, more
landslides could occur in the area.

Villagers said torrents of muddy water, tree branches and
debris came crashing down around their homes Tuesday in
the three villages, located at different heights on the same
hill in Kegalle District, about 72 km north of Colombo. “I
heard a huge sound like a plane crashing into the Earth,” said
52-year-old A.G. Kamala, who had just returned to her
house in one of the villages, Siripura, when the landslides
hit. “I opened my door. I could not believe my eyes, as I saw
something like a huge fireball rolling down the mountain.”

Near the village of Elangapitiya - furthest down the hill -
soldiers carried bodies to a school, where families waited for
news of missing loved ones. 
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220 families buried by Lanka landslides


