
WASHINGTON: Donald Trump, not usu-
ally one to back away from a fight,
made peace late Tuesday with US televi-
sion news star Megyn Kelly after
describing her in the past as a “bimbo”-
and worse. Trump during the primary
campaign resorted to unusually
extreme rhetoric-including a distasteful
reference to menstruation-in his attacks
on Kelly, one of the most powerful
women in American television and the
star of her own cable news show.

After being branded a misogynist
and xenophobe during the bruising
primar y campaign,  the apparent
Republican nominee has been soften-
ing his image, and in a recorded inter-
view broadcast late Tuesday publicly
buried the hatchet with Kelly. “When

I’m wounded, I fight back hard,” Trump
explained when pressed by Kel ly
about the reason for his bare knuck-
les, no-holds-barred style, describing
himself as a “counterpuncher” on the
campaign trail.

Kelly, a former corporate litigator,
joined Fox News in 2004 as a television
reporter from Washington DC, rising
rapidly through the ranks thanks to her
good looks, fierce ambition and keen
intellect. In 2014 she was the only
female journalist listed on Time maga-
zine’s list of the world’s 100 most influ-
ential people. Her run-in with Trump
last August during the first Republican
TV debate of the 2016 election catapult-
ed her to even wider fame.

She and two male colleagues mod-

erated the debate, which attracted a
record 24 million viewers. Trump took
offense to her tough questions, insinu-
ating that she treated him unfairly
because she was menstruating. “You
could see there was blood coming out
of her eyes, blood coming out of her-
wherever,” he told CNN after the debate.

Rough handling 
I n  h indsight  Trump conceded

Tuesday that he might have been a
little rough in his handling of Kelly
and others at whom he has directed
his attacks during the campaign.  “I
could have done certain things differ-
ently. I could have maybe used differ-
ent  language in  a  couple  of
instances,” Trump said. But, having
vanquished all 16 other Republican
contenders and having brought an
initially reluctant party establishment
largely on side, “I have to be very hap-
py with the outcome,” he added.

As recently as March Fox News called
out the brash billionaire for having a
“sick obsession” with their glamorous
marquee star. “Donald Trump’s vitriolic
attacks against Megyn Kelly and his
extreme, sick obsession with her is
beneath the dignity of a presidential
candidate who wants to occupy the
highest office in the land,” Fox News
said in a statement, accusing Trump of
an “endless barrage of crude and sexist
verbal assaults” against her.

The 45-year-old blonde mother of
three-who was attacked not only by
Trump, but also online by legions of his
followers-took the initiative in trying to
reach a truce. She requested a meeting
with the billionaire real estate mogul
one-on-one last month at his Trump
Towers offices, ahead of Tuesday ’s
prime-time interview. — AFP 
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WASHINGTON: After months when the story of
the 2016 presidential campaign focused on
divided Republicans, Democrats are now show-
casing divisions in their ranks. Simmering ten-
sions between Bernie Sanders backers and other
Democrats, including party leaders, burst into
the open following an ugly fracas at the Nevada
Democratic Party convention over the weekend
instigated by Sanders’ supporters. 

When top Democratic Party leaders pres-
sured Sanders to denounce the night of chair
throwing and al leged death threats he
responded with defiance, terming some com-
plaints “nonsense” and reminding the party:
“Millions of Americans are outraged at estab-
lishment politics.”

Sanders continued in that tone Tuesday
night after he defeated front-runner Hillary
Clinton in Oregon’s primary and fought her to
a neck-and-neck outcome in Kentucky. Clinton
declared victory in 

Kentucky, but the race was too close to call
with a margin of just one-half of 1 percent sep-
arating the two Democrats.

‘Sad, tragic option’ 
“The Democratic Party is going to have to

make a very, very profound and important deci-
sion,” he said during a rally in Carson, California.
“It can do the right thing and open its doors and
welcome into the party people who are prepared
to fight for real economic and social change. ... I
say to the leadership of the Democratic Party,
open the doors, let the people in.”

Sanders also warned of “a very sad and trag-
ic option” for the party: “to choose to maintain
its status quo structure, remain dependent on
big-money campaign contributions and be a
party with limited participation and limited
energy. And a party which incredibly is allow-
ing a right-wing extremist Republican Party to
capture the votes of the majority of working
people in this country.”

Notwithstanding the outcomes in Oregon
and Kentucky, Clinton remains a nearly prohibi-
tive favorite in the delegate count and Sanders
has no clear path to victory, especially with vot-
ing looming in early June in Clinton-friendly
California and New Jersey. That situation is cre-
ating frustration on both sides. Sanders backers
chafe at party rules they contend are sidelining
their candidate, and leading Democrats com-
ment increasingly openly about the need for
unity to defeat Donald Trump, who is making a
turn to the general election that Sanders’ con-
tinued candidacy is complicating for Clinton.
“Sen Sanders and all candidates should really
focus on keeping this at a reasonable discourse
level, and yes, I am concerned if our party
becomes labeled with the notion that we have
this kind of violence,” said Sen Dick Durbin, D-
Ill, the No 2 Senate Democrat.

Senate Democratic leader Harry Reid, D-

Nev., alarmed at the events in his home state
on Saturday, finally succeeded in reaching
Sanders by phone around midday Tuesday.
Reid told reporters he impressed upon Sanders
his concerns about the events in Las Vegas,
including sexist and profane threats against
party chairwoman Roberta Lange. “This is a test
of leadership as we all know, and I’m hopeful
and very confident Sen. Sanders will do the
right thing,” said Reid.

Yet within minutes Sanders released a
defiant statement that, far from apologizing
for anything his supporters did, repeated
their  complaints  in  deta i l  and schooled
Democratic leaders about the anti-establish-
ment mood in the country.

Zero violence 
“Our campaign of course believes in nonvio-

lent change and it goes without saying that I
condemn any and all forms of violence, includ-
ing the personal harassment of individuals,”
Sanders said, while arguing it was “nonsense”
for the Nevada Democratic Party to allege that
some of his supporters had a “penchant for
extra-parliamentary behavior - indeed actual
violence.” “Our campaign has held giant rallies
all across this country, including in high crime
areas, and there have been zero reports of vio-
lence,” he said.

That statement angered Reid and other

Democrats. “Bernie should say something and
not have some silly statement. Bernie is better
than that,” Reid told a reporter in comments
released by his office. “He should say some-
thing about this, not have some statement
someone else prepared for him.” The Nevada
party released a statement contending Sanders’
campaign was being “dishonest” about the
events in Las Vegas.

It comes as Donald Trump is wrapping up
the nomination on the Republican side, yet
Democrats remain divided and now some fear
that Sanders’ supporters are starting to mimic
backers of Trump in their sexist and aggressive
behavior. Democrats also fear that the unrest in
Nevada could be a taste of what is to come at
the Democratic Par ty convention in
Philadelphia this summer.

Stephanie Schriock, president of EMILY’s List,
an influential political committee devoted to
electing women that is backing Clinton, said in a
statement: “ These disgraceful attacks are
straight out of the Donald Trump playbook, and
Bernie Sanders is the only person who can put a
stop to them.  Sanders needs to both forcefully
denounce and apologize for his supporters’
unacceptable behavior - not walk away.” Leading
Democrats still stopped short of calling on
Sanders to abandon his campaign, at least in
public, training their concerns on the violence at
the Nevada convention. — AP 

CARSON: Democratic presidential candidate Bernie Sanders addresses a primary
election night rally. —AFP 

CARACAS: Public outrage over sweeping new
emergency powers decreed this week by
President Nicolas Maduro was expected to
spill over onto the streets of Venezuela yester-
day, with nationwide protests planned. The
demonstrations mark the strongest challenge
yet to Maduro’s controversial declaration of a
state of emergency.

Opposition-led marches in the capital
Caracas and other major cities were to
demand that authorities accept a recall refer-
endum to determine Maduro’s fate. The 53-
year-old president on Tuesday dismissed the
push against him as “not viable” and said a
petition it was based on was riddled with
“fraud,” despite 1.8 million signatures seeking
his ouster. The 60-day state of emergency was
imposed beginning Monday to tackle what
Maduro said were threats to security, as well as
food and energy shortages.

Many of the measures rely on Venezuela’s
army and police being deployed to carry them
out. It notably suspends many constitutional
protections by opening the way to expropria-
tions and almost any action deemed necessary
to maintain public order. Individuals, compa-
nies and non-governmental organizations in
Venezuela with links to foreign groups are also
to be put under scrutiny and risk having their
finances frozen, according to the decree. The
opposition-controlled congress late Tuesday
rejected the decree in a vote, saying it under-
mined democracy. But the Supreme Court
may overrule that, as it has with other congres-
sional decisions.

Claim of US plot 
Maduro has accused Washington of hav-

ing “imperial” designs on Venezuela, and said
that a US AWACS surveillance plane had twice
violated his country’s airspace last week.
Maduro has separately ordered military exer-
cises for Saturday. Despite his decree, there
have so far been no signs of increased mili-

tary presence in the streets. But yesterday’s
demonstrations could face a robust police
deployment. A Caracas march last week,
before the emergency decree, was halted in
its tracks by riot police firing tear gas.
Venezuela’s opposition has urged the public
to defy the state of emergency and called on
the army to decide whether it sides “with the
constitution or with Maduro.”

The opposition, which controls congress
but has little real power because of Maduro’s
sway over the government, Supreme Court
and security forces, says the emergency decree
is an attempt by the president to put himself
above the constitution.”If Maduro wants to
apply this decree he will have to bring out the
warplanes and the tanks into the street,
because he will have to apply it through force,”
opposition leader Henrique Capriles told a
news conference on Tuesday.

Limited time 
If the recall referendum does go ahead, it

must be held before January 10, 2017 in
order to trigger new elections, otherwise a
successful recall vote would simply transfer
power to vice president Aristobulo Isturiz. The
opposition accuses the electoral authorities-
who are still evaluating the validity of the
petition-of stalling.

With the country in the grip of hyperinfla-
tion, a shrinking economy, rampant crime,
corruption, and food and electricity short-
ages, sentiment has turned against Maduro.
Seventy percent of the population wants to
see a new government, polls show. But
Maduro said he and his government “are vic-
tims of a media, political and diplomatic
attack that is behind the most serious threat
our country has faced in the past 10 years.”
The United States has described reports of
Venezuela’s spiral downwards as “breathtak-
ing” but has been careful not to make com-
ments seen as meddlesome. — AFP 

Venezuela protests against Maduro 

to test state of emergency powers

CARACAS: Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro speaks during a press conference
at the Miraflores presidential palace. — AFP  

Trump ends bitter feud with 

TV journalist Megyn Kelly

IOWA: In this Jan 28, 2016 photo, Moderator Megyn Kelly waits for the
start of the Republican presidential primary debate in Des Moines. — AP 

Democrats pressure Sanders as 

growing rift threatens party

QUITO: A powerful magnitude 6.7 aftershock early yes-
terday rattled Ecuador near the Pacific coast area where
a devastating earthquake hit a month ago, knocking out
power and scaring still-traumatized residents as they
slept but only limited damage was reported. The US
Geological Survey said yesterday that the quake’s epi-
center was 35 kilometers from the town of Muisne. It
struck shortly before 3 a.m. local time and had a shallow
depth of 32 kilometers below the earth’s surface.

President Rafael Correa said there was no tsunami
alert and called on residents in Quito, where some resi-
dents poured into the streets, to return to their homes.
The quake was strong enough to trigger a national dis-
aster alert, but Correa deactivated the emergency
response a few hours later when local authorities
reported the situation was calm.

“These sort of aftershocks are normal but that

doesn’t mean they’re not scary and can cause dam-
age,” Correa said in a televised address, adding that
aftershocks of this magnitude were normal for up to
two months after a major quake like the one Ecuador
experienced.

The president said that while some previously rav-
aged homes suffered more damage, most had already
been evacuated and no buildings had collapsed.
There were no reports of fatalities and only a few
light injuries from people who tripped and fell in the
dark, he said. Authorities were working to restore
power in affected areas.

The magnitude 7.8 earthquake on April 16 was
Ecuador’s worst natural disaster in decades, killing 661
and leaving more than 28,000 people homeless. It has
been followed by hundreds of aftershocks, at least five
of them of magnitude 6.0 or higher. — AP 

Powerful earthquake reported in Ecuador


