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KANO: The first of 219 schoolgirls abduct-
ed by Boko Haram from Chibok in north-
east Nigeria more than two years ago has
been found, activists, the head of a sup-
port group and a community leader said
yesterday. Amina Ali was discovered on
Tuesday in the Sambisa Forest area of
Borno state by civilian vigilantes assisting
the military and brought back to her
home town of Mbalala, near Chibok. 

“She met her parents, who recognized
their daughter before she was taken to the
military base in Damboa,” Ayuba Alamson
Chibok, a community leader in Chibok,
told AFP. “Her father’s name is Ali and the
girl’s name is Amina. I know the family
very well because I have worked with
them, being a spokesman for the families
of the Chibok girls.” 

Yakubu Nkeki, head of the Abducted

Chibok Girls Parents’ group, also confirmed
her name and said she was 17 when she was
abducted. He added: “She’s the daughter of
my neighbour... They brought her to my
house.” Tsambido Hosea Abana, a Chibok
community leader in the capital, Abuja, from
the Bring Back Our Girls pressure group, was
the first to give details about the discovery.
All three men said the teenager appeared
to have given birth while in captivity while

Abana said other kidnapped girls were in
the forest, which the military has been tar-
geting for several weeks. 

There was no immediate word from the
Nigerian authorities. Boko Haram seized
276 students from the Government Girls
Secondary School in Chibok on the night of
April 14, 2014. Fifty-seven managed to
escape in the immediate aftermath.

Nothing had been heard from the

219 still held captive since a video pub-
lished by the Islamists in May 2014 until
an apparent “proof of life” message was
sent to the Nigerian government earlier
this year. The abduction sparked outrage
worldwide and brought global attention
to the Boko Haram insurgency, which
has killed at least 20,000 people and
made more than 2.6 million homeless
since 2009. — AFP 

Chibok girl found, first since abduction by Boko Haram

ROME: In this photo taken on Thursday, April 21, 2016, unaccompanied minors from Egypt, from left, 16-year-old Fathi, 17-year-old Saied, 17-year-old
Gamal, and 17-year-old Ayman, last names not available, sit next to the river Tiber after an interview with The Associated Press. — AP photos 

ROME: Outside the train station in Rome, teen
migrants sell drugs from school backpacks and trade
sex for cash or clothes. In the capital of Sweden, they
steal food from supermarkets and sleep on the streets.
From makeshift camps along the northern French
coast, they try to hop at night onto the backs of mov-
ing trucks headed to Britain.

All across Europe, there is a growing shadow popu-
lation of thousands of underage migrants who are liv-
ing on their own, without families. They hide silently
and in plain sight, rarely noticed in the crowd. Nobody
even knows how many of them there are - Europol
estimates broadly that at least 10,000 kids have gone
missing from shelters or reception centers.

These unaccompanied minors are slipping through
the seams of a European system strained to bursting,
and they present one of the biggest challenges of the
migrant crisis. The fact that accurate numbers are so
hard to come by reflects the shortcomings of the bloc’s
28 member states in implementing laws and guide-
lines that are supposed to protect asylum seekers in
general and unaccompanied minors in particular.
While the problem is not new, the sheer volume of
migrants arriving last year has made it acute.

Like adult migrants, minors are flooding into Europe
for both security and economic reasons, the AP found
in interviews with more than two dozen. The question
is where they end up. Imran, a 13-year-old from
Afghanistan, has passed through at least eight coun-
tries, mostly on foot, and is now trying to make it from a
squalid migrant camp in Calais to the UK. He dresses
neatly in a donated sweat suit and tells his story polite-
ly. Only his gym shoes cracking at the seams and the
cloud over his face hint at the hardship of his life, light
years from his dreams of going to “doctor school.”

The Taleban shot Imran’s father when he was 8 or
9, and threatened to kill him too when he grew up. He
says he started to receive letters at his house.
Frightened, his mother sold the building that provid-
ed the family’s income to pay smugglers for Imran to
join his uncle in Britain.

Most nights Imran tries to sneak onto trucks to
Britain - a dangerous venture which the Afghans call
“going to the game.” A 15-year-old Afghan died in
January from sticking his head out and hitting an
obstacle, and a 7-year-old who escaped Calais almost
suffocated last month after the locked truck reached
Britain. It is not uncommon here to see migrants with
crutches or other injuries from failed efforts to jump
onto moving vehicles.

During the day, Imran looks haggard from lack of
sleep. He has not talked to his mother in four months,
and he describes life in the camp residents dub the
Jungle as fit for “dogs and cats.” Imran is his nickname;
the AP is not using the full names of children in this
story to protect them. “The hardest for me, the first
thing, is mother. The second thing is the life. This is a
shit life,” he says, in what he calls Jungle-speak English.
“If my mother sees I’m in the Jungle, she will be very
sad...I don’t want to tell her.”

Running away
In 2015, almost 90,000 asylum seekers in the

European Union were unaccompanied minors under
18, according to Eurostat. That’s up about nine times
from just three years ago. About half run away from
asylum centers or shelters within two days of their
arrival, according to Missing Children Europe, which
represents nonprofits in 24 countries. Sometimes they
are discouraged by how long it takes to get legalized,
or fear being sent home or to the country where they
first arrived. And sometimes they join family mem-
bers, or just try their luck at asylum elsewhere.

European Union officials say they have developed
projects to improve the reception of minors, provide
them with health assistance and relocate or unite
them with relatives faster. Germany, for example, pro-
vides minors who stay at shelters with about 30 to 70
Euros ($39-$79) a month in pocket money.

“European legislation pays particular attention to
the rights and needs of unaccompanied minors seek-
ing asylum,” European Commissioner Dimitris
Avramopoulos told The Associated Press.
“Implementing these rules is therefore our priority.”
However, missing young migrants, most of whom are
14 or older, are treated very differently from missing
children in general. For example, the EU Fundamental
Rights Agency recommends they be assigned a
guardian responsible for reporting disappearances to
police, but that seldom happens.  Even when cases are
reported, police seldom have enough information to
follow up, such as a photo of the child, personal data

or fingerprints. Suleiman, a 17-year-old from Morocco,
ran away from a shelter several times before ending
up on the streets of Stockholm in Sweden. Sweden
gets by far the most unaccompanied minors applying
for asylum - more than 35,000 in 2015. In October, offi-
cials in the port town of Trelleborg revealed that some
1,000 unaccompanied refugee children who had
arrived over the previous month had gone missing.
Suleiman, puffing on a cigarette, is one of dozens of
Moroccan boys in Stockholm, where he and his
friends steal food from supermarkets.

As a street kid in Morocco, he heard stories about
how other poor people had left for Europe, and specif-
ically Sweden. After several unsuccessful attempts, he
managed to sneak aboard a boat leaving for Europe.
He passed through several European countries before
he got to Sweden. There, he was sent to a refugee
shelter in Kiruna, a town of 20,000 people in the north,
where the winters are dark and very cold.

The cold gave Suleiman back problems, he says.
Also, used to big cities with many people around him,
Suleiman now felt he had nobody. After running away
from the shelter several times, he was placed in compul-
sory psychiatric care, which he seemed to see as punish-
ment. “I hadn’t done anything,” he says. “First time I was
there for two months, even though I wasn’t guilty of any
crime or taking drugs. Now I’ve managed to stay hidden
on the streets of Stockholm for over a year.”

At risk 
The biggest danger for minors on the move is that

they will fall into crime, trafficking or illegal labor,
which Europol expects to increase rapidly. “They are
vulnerable, no social network, weak links to national
authorities, not understanding the legal procedures,
sometimes being treated as illegals,” says Robert
Crepinko, head of the migrant smuggling unit. “You
can see all the boxes ticked.”

Abib, an Egyptian migrant who arrived in Italy as a
minor and is now 18, acknowledges dealing drugs. “I
buy 50 or 100 Euros of drugs, and I can earn 200 or
even 300 Euros a day,” he boasts. Sometimes, he says,
people hire a minor to move big orders of drugs inside
school backpacks for just 30 to 50 Euros. Sex traffick-
ing also happens at the Termini station, he adds, in
exchange for clothes or money.

Emanuele Fattori, police chief at the station, says
minors are used for drug trafficking because both the
penalty and the chance of arrest are lower for them.
And recently, he says, a pedophile priest was arrested
for paying underage migrants at the station.

The temptation of crime and illegal labor is greater
because so many unaccompanied minors are in debt.
All 11 Egyptian teens the AP interviewed say they feel
an obligation to pay back the substantial sums of

money - usually around 3,000 Euros - their families
paid for their passage to Europe with smugglers.

Kids who work at car washes can put in 12 hours
for just two to three Euros per hour, according to Save
the Children Italy. And those who work at the
Guidonia fruit market load and unload up to 12 pallets
in two hours for 10 Euros. Police have cracked down
on illegal labor inside the market, with 10 people
arrested and 50 minors found unloading fruit boxes.

“It is very difficult to find minors who report
these situations of exploitation to the police,
because they are aware that if they report they will
never find a job again,” says Antonio Di Maggio, a
local police officer in Rome. “There is a big conspira-
cy of silence.” Seventeen-year-old Ahmed woke up
at 2 am, took two buses to the station and then
hopped a train to get to his job at a car wash outside
Rome. There he worked 12 hours a day for 30 Euros,
for 10 days. When he quit, he was only paid for five.
“Of course I have to send money home,” he says. “But
I don’t have a job, so how can I?”

Said, his hair shorn close to the head, has to help
pay back the 3,000 Euros his family spent on sending
him to Italy. Said worked two days at the seaside west
of Rome selling cold drinks to beach-goers from 8 am
until 6 pm His daily take-home was just 15 Euros. When
the summer was over, he spent some days - he won’t
say how many - moving crates of fruit for 5 Euros a day,
well below the market rate. Both Said and Ahmed stay
in a shelter at night. “As long as I am here in Italy, there
is no future,” he says, echoing a refrain of many young
Egyptian migrants. “I have to go to France.”

Life in the jungle 
Yet France is not the haven for young migrants

that Said and his friends imagine. Earlier this year,
more than 325 migrant children were living without
mother or father in the Jungle, which is widely consid-
ered Western Europe’s largest makeshift migrant
camp. The southern half of the camp was demolished
in March, forcing those who remained to resettle in
the north. In the process, 129 unaccompanied chil-
dren went missing, according to a head count by
British humanitarian group Help Refugees.

In April the Defender of Human Rights, Jacques
Toubon, a state-appointed but independent watch-
dog, described “the alarming character” of the situa-
tion for unaccompanied minors in Calais and suggest-
ed French authorities have failed to keep count of
them. It is not an easy task in an underground culture
where each day is temporary because tomorrow, they
hope, things might change.  France Terre d’Asile, a
major association, says that of 1,400 unaccompanied
minors signed up in 2015 at a center in northern
France, only 90 stayed.

Living conditions inside the camp have improved
but are still “shocking,” says Doctors Without Borders
regional coordinator Olivier Marteau. “We’re in a camp
that doesn’t have what you would find overseas.”
Many of the unaccompanied children here are trau-
matized. Some are wily, inattentive and unruly, while
others are cautious and quiet. There are few smiles.

Shahzeb, a 15-year-old from Afghanistan, holds a
distant gaze as he talks, then abruptly cuts off conver-
sation. His older brother was forced to join the Taleban
and then killed at the age of 15 or 16, he says. The
Taleban came to his house day and night with guns.
So his father sold the family’s land to an agent to pay
to send Shahzeb to Europe. The journey took about
two months. Shahzeb has now spent about five
months in the Calais camp - the past month in
Container No 53, one in a fenced-off field of heated
white containers holding up to 1,500 people. Kids on
their own were given access only in late February,
long after the start of the harsh winter.

Each night, he tries to slip into trucks making the
ferry crossing to Britain. During the day, he sleeps.
“The hardest moment is that every night, we are try-
ing to cross the border. Living in the Jungle is too
hard, but when I go there (at night) and face the fail-
ure, I’m feeling so bad,” he says. He hasn’t spoken to
his parents in months. He imagines they think he is
happy. He doesn’t tell them the truth.

Izhar Ali in Container No. 54 tells a similar story.
The 16-year-old’s father, a school worker in Pakistan,
sold the family house to pay $13,000 for him to get
to Britain and study. Izhar Ali says he missed up to
five months of school a year in Pakistan because of
the Taleban threat. Izhar Ali talks to his father every
four to five weeks. “He says, ‘Send pictures,” Izhar Ali
relates. “This Jungle is bad. ... I go to England and
send a picture.” — AP 

Thousands of underage migrants 

living in shadows across Europe
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CALAIS: In this photo taken on Friday, April
15, 2016, 13-year-old Imran, his nickname, an
unaccompanied minor from Laghman in
Afghanistan, leaves the Jungle Book
Restaurant for Kids, set up by volunteers on
the main passageway through the makeshift
migrant camp. 

UNITED NATIONS: A former number two at
the US Department of Homeland Security is
forcing the United Nations to confront one of
the worst crises in its history: Sexual abuse by
peacekeepers. Jane Holl Lute, who also served
on the White House’s national Security
Council, is pushing what she describes as a
“get-tough agenda” to end a wave of allega-
tions of child rape and sexual exploitation that
has hit UN peacekeeping, in particular the UN
mission in the Central African Republic.

“It is shocking,” she said in an interview on
Tuesday. “The things that we find ourselves
speaking about in the halls of this house that
have gone on in the field: it’s stunning.” Lute
was appointed in February as the UN’s special
coordinator on improving the response to

sexual abuse in peacekeeping, a position cre-
ated after an independent panel found the
world body had grossly mishandled the cases.

She has made fact-finding visits to the
Central African Republic and the Democratic
Republic of Congo since then and met several
times with troop-contributing countries and
UN officials at all levels. “We need to create an
environment of intolerance for these kinds of
actions,” she said. Lute’s trip to Bangui and
Kinshasa gave her a close-up look at the two
missions with the highest incidence of sexual

abuse by peacekeepers. “There was a break-
down in command and control for those units,”
she said of the many cases in the Central
African Republic mission, known as MINUSCA.
There have been 29 allegations of sexual abuse
reported already this year in MINUSCA, up from
22 in 2015, although most of those date back
to previous years. 

“We fully expect that we will uncover more
cases,” Lute said, promising that any new inci-
dents will “immediately get the senior-most
attention” at the United Nations. The shift in
approach involves tightening rules for military
and police units serving in missions to impose
non-fraternization rules, curfews and enforcing
bed checks. Lute, who held several senior UN
peacekeeping positions from 2003 to 2009,
said she has come across “pockets of resist-
ance” from some mission officials unwilling to
take on the new responsibility of preventing
sexual abuse. To those who deny problems in
their missions or organizations, she says,
“Baloney. We all have to worry about it.”

Troop-contributing countries are under
pressure to meet deadlines for completing
investigations, setting up joint investigative
teams with the United Nations and taking
action to prosecute when allegations found
are credible. Some are responding. 

South Africa announced it will set up
courts-martial in the Democratic Republic of
Congo, where at least seven soldiers face alle-
gations of sexual abuse. Egypt recently sen-
tenced one of its soldiers convicted of sexual
assault in the Central African Republic to five
years in jail after a 29-day investigation the
United Nations hailed as a record. Norway has
contributed $125,000 to a newly created trust
fund to provide emergency assistance to vic-
tims, who are being urged to come forward
and end their silence over abuse. 

Sri Lanka has also made a one-time pay-
ment to a victim and her child to cover a
paternity claim from a soldier who served in
a UN mission in Haiti. UN officials are cur-
rently considering proposals for mandatory
DNA testing and withholding the wages of
peacekeepers facing credible allegations of
sex abuse. “We have made a lot of progress,”
Lute said. “We have more to do.” — AFP 

UN pushes ‘get-tough agenda’ 

on peacekeeper sexual abuse

NEW YORK: Special Coordinator on
improving the United Nations’ response
to sexual exploitation and abuse, Jane
Holle Lute answers a question during an
interview with Agence France-Presse at
the UN headquarters in New York. — AFP 

MAMOUTZOU: President Francois Hollande
said yesterday that the situation on the French
Indian Ocean island of Mayotte, where hun-
dreds of foreigners have been kicked out of
their homes, was “extremely worrying”.  Rising
anti-migrant anger has seen groups of up to
100 men gather in villages with lists of houses
belonging to foreigners and going from door
to door forcing them to leave.

This weekend another 500 foreigners,
mostly from the neighboring archipelago
nation of the Comoros, were expelled from
their homes. “We are in a situation which is
extremely worrying,” Hollande said in a state-
ment through his spokesman Stephane Le Foll
yesterday. In the island capital of Mamoutzou,
a young woman, Mounira, told AFP she was
kicked out of her home on Sunday with her
husband and three daughters.

“I have a 10-year resident’s visa, a perma-

nent contract job, my rent is paid-I don’t
understand,” she said. She has been fortunate
to find shelter with an ex-employer, but many
hundreds have been left in the open in the
capital’s main square, looked after by the Red
Cross and volunteers. For months, anti-for-
eigner groups have been whipping up hostili-
ty to migrants with leaflets accusing them of
“clandestine immigration” and “daily thefts,
assaults and murders”.

Police have tried to prevent violence, but
have been unable to stop the pressure mount-
ing on foreigners-including many who are liv-
ing on Mayotte legally-who have fled their
homes in fear. A local rights group, Cimade,
said yesterday that more than 1,000 foreigners
have been forced from their homes this year.
Mayotte opted to remain under French rule
when the other islands in the Comoros archi-
pelago chose independence in 1975. — AFP

France ‘very worried’ over 

anti-foreigner violence

MAMOUTZOU, Mayotte : Evicted people sit on the Republique square at Mamoudzou. — AFP 

LONDON: Britain’s press regulator ruled yes-
terday that The Sun newspaper was “mis-
leading” in suggesting that Queen Elizabeth
II backs leaving the EU in next month’s refer-
endum-but the tabloid stood by the story.
The top-selling newspaper sparked a rare
complaint from Buckingham Palace with its
front-page headline “Queen backs Brexit” on
March 9, which challenged the monarch’s
long-held position of political neutrality.

In a ruling, the Independent Press
Standards Organisation (IPSO) said the
claim that the monarch wanted Britain to
leave the European Union in the June 23
referendum was not supported by the
accompanying story suggesting she had
expressed concerns about the bloc in
2011. “The headline-both in print and
online - was not supported by the text and
was significantly misleading,” the IPSO reg-
ulator concluded.  “The headline contained

a serious and unsupported allegation that
the queen had fundamentally breached
her constitutional obligations in the con-
text of a vitally important national debate.”
As ordered by IPSO, The Sun ran a small
headline at the bottom of its front page
reporting the regulator’s ruling. However,
the newspaper ’s editor in chief,  Tony
Gallagher, said: “I don’t accept that we
made an error at all. We made a judgment
that the headline was right and that it was
backed up by the story.”

He told BBC radio: “I don’t think, were I
doing this again tomorrow, I would act in
any way differently whatsoever. “Given what
I know about the detail of the sourcing and
given what I know about the detail of the
conversation, frankly, we would be better
packing up and going home as journalists if
we didn’t actually put these things in the
public domain.” — AFP

Regulator slams newspaper’s 

‘Queen Backs Brexit’ claim


