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Mikhlafi said his team will stay in Kuwait until the
weekend and then take a decision.

Meanwhile, Yemen’s Prime Minister Ahmed bin
Dagher yesterday rejected the unity government pro-
posed by the Houthi rebels, whom he accused of bring-
ing the country’s economy to the brink of collapse. At a
cabinet meeting in the Saudi capital, Dagher insisted
that the rebels surrender their weapons and withdraw
from seized territory in line with the UN Security Council
resolution adopted in April last year.

The Houthi rebels and their allies overran the capital
Sanaa in Sept 2014 and went on to seize control of several
regions, forcing President Abedrabbo Mansour Hadi to
flee. “The retreat (of the rebels) from state institutions is
non-negotiable,” the premier said. The meeting was held
inside a Saudi government hall where Dagher read from a
statement, with cabinet ministers seated at a long table in
front of him.  At UN-brokered peace talks which began on
April 21 in Kuwait, the rebels made a transitional govern-
ment of consensus a precondition for applying Security
Council Resolution 2216. But the prime minister attacked

“those who want a national unity government before
handing over the weapons” which constitutionally belong
in state hands. He added that the country was “in a terri-
ble state of economic and monetary collapse” after the
rebels spent $3 billion, almost the entire monetary
reserves of Yemen, “in their war efforts”. He said the rebels
also arranged to print more money, leading to a collapse
in the value of the rial and a spike in prices. Residents say
the cost of fruit and vegetables has risen by at least 20
percent in recent days, while essentials like flour are up by
more than 30 percent.

One foreign diplomat told AFP he was “not opti-
mistic”, while raising the possibility of international pres-
sure on the government to show greater flexibility over
rebel disarmament and the transitional government
proposal. Another diplomatic source was more positive.
“I don’t think we’re looking at it really being over yet,”
although neither side had been particularly flexible, the
source said. He added that Hadi’s future appears to be a
factor in discussion of the proposed “consensus” govern-
ment. “My guess is that Hadi just doesn’t feel that he
would be part of that consensus government,” the
source said. — Agencies 

Amir urges Yemen foes to press...
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The head of the Assembly budgets committee MP
Adnan Abdulsamad said yesterday the committee dis-
cussed the squandering of public funds in contracts
signed by the state-owned Petrochemicals Industries
Co (PIC). He said the Audit Bureau found that the
financial framework for contracts in the company is
loosely defined, which results in paying huge sums of
money to contractors. He said for example, the value
of one contract jumped to KD 1.8 million although its
original value was just KD 100,000. He said this viola-
tion has been referred for investigation. 

The Assembly human resources development com-
mittee yesterday approved a number of amendments
to the appointment of senior officials in the govern-
ment. Head of the panel MP Abdullah Abul said the
most significant amendment stipulates that senior
officials are appointed for a period of three years,
which can be renewed for a similar duration only after
evaluation and not automatically, as is the case now.

According to another amendment, all existing sen-
ior officials who served 12 years and more will have to
step down after passing the law, said Abul, adding
that the government has opposed most of  the
amendments.

Panel OKs bill to naturalize 4,000 
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The BringBackOurGirls campaign group said Ali “pro-
vided useful information that her other classmates are
still held under heavy terrorist captivity in the Sambisa
Forest area”. But she was quoted as saying by Chibok
community leader Tsambido Hoseana Abana that “six
were already dead”. The Sambisa Forest has long been
known to contain Boko Haram camps. Other abducted
women rescued from the former game reserve over the
last year have reported seeing some of the Chibok girls.

Members of the BringBackOurgirls movement in
Nigeria’s capital, Abuja, were in ecstatic mood at the
news but the group’s leader, Oby Ezekwesili, said: “We
still have 218 of them. We are going to use Amina as a
symbol for calling the 218 until they come back. They
have no reason to stay one extra day in (the) terrorist
enclave.” The group has mounted daily vigils in the capi-
tal since the abduction, calling for the girls and other
hostages to be released. 

Boko Haram has used kidnapping as a weapon of war,
seizing thousands of women and young girls, forcing
them to become sex slaves and even suicide bombers.
Men and young boys have also been forcibly conscript-
ed to the Islamists’ ranks. UNICEF spokeswoman in West
and Central Africa Helene Sandbu Ryeng said for Ali and
others rescued, “being freed from Boko Haram and

returning home is only the first step”. “Children in this sit-
uation typically require medical assistance and psycho-
social support to help them cope with what they have
been through while they were in captivity,” she said.
“Many of them need help to re-integrate their family and
their community” with the risk of “mistrust, stigma and
rejection” high when they return, she added.

Boko Haram, which opposes Western education,
seized 276 students from the Government Girls
Secondary School in Chibok on the night of April 14,
2014.  Fifty-seven managed to escape in the immediate
aftermath. Nothing had been heard from the 219 since a
video published by the Islamists in May 2014, until an
apparent “proof of life” message was sent to the Nigerian
government earlier this year.

Fifteen of the girls, wearing black hijabs and appar-
ently converted to Islam, were seen in the video, which
was purportedly shot on December 25, Christmas Day,
last year. But the government said it was cautious about
raising hopes of their release after previous claims of
talks with Boko Haram have come to nothing. Boko
Haram’s leader Abubakar Shekau has said he would
release the hostages if Islamist fighters held in Nigerian
custody were released. The video gave weight to theo-
ries the girls were split up after the abduction and were
being held by factions in separate locations, complicat-
ing any possible talks or a rescue bid. — AFP 

Girl kidnapped by Boko Haram found...
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Farmer Hewapelige Lal said he had identified the body of his
nephew, but that 18 other family members were possibly buried
under the mud. He and his wife had left their home to take fruit
to a daughter who lived elsewhere, but at some point his wife
turned back. “That was the last time I saw her,” Lal said, sobbing.
When he heard of the landslide, he rushed home but found the
area covered with thick, heavy mud. “All I could do was scream.”

Officials could not give the populations of the villages of
Siripura, Elangapitiya or Pallebage, but such villages typically
include 1,000-1,500 residents. In Elangapitiya alone, where 14
bodies were recovered Wednesday, about 130 people were still
missing, according to Maj Gen Sudantha Ranasinghe, who was
coordinating rescue efforts. Hundreds of stunned villagers took
shelter in four temporary camps set up in schools and a Buddhist
temple, where they were being given food, blankets and basic
medical treatment.

At the Viyaneliya Temple, about 300 villagers shared a meal of

brown bread and curried lentils. Local officials interviewed each
one to learn about missing family members and possessions
buried under the mud. Local media said President Maithripala
Sirisena and Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe visited the dis-
aster sites earlier yesterday. In Siripura, 70-year-old A G Alice said
all nine of her children were unaccounted for. “I don’t know what
happened to me” after the landslides swept down, she said.

A man said his wife, mother-in-law, son and daughter-in-
law were all in his house in Siripura when the landslides hit.
“I still can’t locate my family,” M W Dharmadasa said. “I still
don’t know what happened to them.” The same rains that
unleashed the mudslides also caused severe flooding in
cities including Colombo, the capital, where tens of thou-
sands of homes were at least partially inundated. Schools
were closed due to the bad weather. Sri Lanka’s disaster
management center reported 11 deaths from lightning
strikes and smaller landslides elsewhere in the country on
Monday and Tuesday. Nearly 135,000 people have been dis-
placed and are being housed in temporary shelters. — AP

220 families buried by Lanka...

ELANGIPITIYA, Sri Lanka: Landslide survivors walk through the mud after a landslide in this village in Aranayaka, about 72 km northeast of Colombo, yesterday. — AP 


