
FLINT: The University of Michigan-Flint’s
early childhood education program will
be offered for free to more Flint families
amid the city’s crisis with lead-tainted
water, officials said. The program is ideal
for lead-exposed children in part because
of the emphasis on providing healthy
food to students ever y two hours,
Michigan-Flint early education teacher
Starletta Rett-Henry said during a news
conference at Holmes STEM Academy. 

Lead can cause developmental delays,
learning disabilities and health problems
in children. “One thing that we do know
about lead exposure is that having your
bellies filled with fresh fruits and vegeta-
bles helps to deter or mitigate the lead,”
Rett-Henry said. The new early education
offering at Holmes is called the Great
Expectations Early Childhood Program.
The university and the Flint public school
district said the program offers the same
teaching methods used at the universi-
ty ’s  on- campus Ear ly  Chi ldhood

Development Center, which has a wait-
ing list of more than 300 children. Bilal
Tawwab, the superintendent of Fl int
Community Schools,  said Great
Expectations will initially accommodate
up to 48 children. “We now have 20 chil-
dren enrolled and plan to open our third
and f inal  classroom at Holmes STEM
Academy on May 23,” Taw wab said,
adding that discussions are underway to
expand the program within the district
later this year to include birth to kinder-
garten and space for up to 250 children.
Ashley Smith said she’s thrilled at the
progress her 4-year-old daughter, Tionna
Nelson, has made in the brief time she
has been enrolled in the program. “I have
to bribe her to come home at the end of
the day. She does not want to leave,”
Smith said. Great Expectations runs all
year, including during the summer when
school is not in session, and its hours of
operation extend beyond the traditional
school day, from 8 am to 5 pm. — AP 
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COPENHAGEN: The Black Sea coastal areas of
Georgia and Russia face a high risk of a Zika virus
outbreak, the World Health Organization warned
yesterday, while it also put Europe on alert ahead
of the upcoming summer months. “The likelihood
of local Zika virus transmission, if no measures are
taken to mitigate the threat, is ... high in limited
geographical areas: the (Portuguese) island of
Madeira (off Africa) and the northeastern coast of
the Black Sea,” WHO said.

The reason for the high-level threat in those areas
is the presence there of Aedes aegypti mosquitoes,
which carry the Zika virus that health authorities say
causes birth defects in newborns, the UN global
health agency said. Another 18 countries in Europe

“have a moderate likelihood” of a Zika virus outbreak,
WHO warned. “The overall risk of a Zika virus out-
break across the WHO European Region is low to
moderate during late spring and summer,” it said.

That was largely due to the presence of another
mosquito species in those countries: the Aedes
albopictus, which is less “prone” to causing out-
breaks than its cousin in Latin America and the
Caribbean, according to research by the Pasteur
Institute. Within the “moderate likelihood” group,
France, Italy and Malta had the top three transmis-
sion likelihood scores. The score was based on fac-
tors including climatic suitability for the mosquitoes,
shipping and air connectivity, population density,
urbanisation and history of previous outbreaks of

viruses transmitted by insects or other animals.
“With this risk assessment, we at WHO want to
inform and target preparedness work in each
European country based on its level of risk,” said Dr
Zsuzsanna Jakab, WHO Regional Director for Europe.
“We call particularly on countries at higher risk to
strengthen their national capacities and prioritize
the activities that will prevent a large Zika outbreak.”
Recent scientific consensus is that Zika causes
microcephaly, a form of severe brain damage in
newborns, as well as adult-onset neurological prob-
lems which can lead to paralysis and even death.
There is no vaccine or treatment for the virus, which
in most people causes only mild symptoms-a rash,
joint pain or fever. — AFP 

PORT-AU-PRINCE: When a pregnant woman died out-
side one of Haiti’s major public hospitals in Port-au-Prince
last week, her family and neighbors lashed out in despair
and anger. The expectant mother was an indirect casualty
of a two-month strike by doctors no longer willing to tol-
erate a chronic lack of basic supplies and unsafe work
conditions which they say endanger their patients’ lives.
Striking medical resident Joseph Herold shared in mourn-
ing her death, but he blames the government for starving
the health system of essential funding and support.

Surgeons in Port-au-Prince, he says, have put up for
too long with extraordinarily challenging work condi-
tions.  “Just imagine-you are in the middle of surgery and
suddenly the power cuts out. Doctors have to finish
operating by the light of their cell phones.” “Meanwhile,
the anesthetic machine is losing pressure-your patient is
waking up, in agony because the drugs aren’t working
any more, and you have to fight to pin him down on the
operating table.” Huddled in a little office in the
University Hospital of Port-au-Prince, also known as the
General Hospital, Herold and his fellow strikers-both
interns and residents-reel off a long list of grievances.

They barely raise an eyebrow as a mouse scurries
past underfoot. “That’s nothing,” says Herold. “There are
rats in our living quarters, and flies in the operating
room.” Two months into the widely-followed strike,
Haiti’s five public hospitals stand near-deserted, unable
to provide emergency services. “How can we think
about providing emergency care when we don’t even
have a pair of gloves,” asks Herold. “It’s up to families to
buy everything, and unfortunately, many don’t have the
means to pay for prescriptions. People often blame us
and we are harassed all day long.”

Authorities powerless 
The lack of hygiene is well known among health

authorities in the poorest country in the Americas.
But they say they are powerless to help. “The problem

comes from the area surrounding the hospitals:
neighbors dump garbage daily near health centers
and those responsible don’t pick up,” says Gabriel
Thimote, general director of the Haitian health min-
istry. In addition to improving sanitary conditions and

access to medical materials, the strikers are also
demanding pay raises. Despite high inflation, salaries
have not gone up since 1990. “People here think
medical staff are privileged, but we earn less than tex-
tile factory workers,” Herold complains.

After six years of higher education, interns make
less than half the minimum wage, which is set by law
at 240 gourdes ($3.80) for an eight-hour workday.
Residents physician in hospitals receive the equivalent
of $123 per month, and doctors make a monthly wage
of $390. Thimote admits the wages of medical staff are
not commensurate to their skills and training. But he
says his ministry is hamstrung after more than a
decade of budget cuts-a downward curve that started
well before the 2010 earthquake dealt a crippling blow
to Haiti’s infrastructure. Health expenditure currently
accounts for 4.7 percent of the national budget-well
below the 15 percent recommended by the World
Health Organization.

The $38.7 million allocated to the national public
health sector in the 2015-2016 budget is not enough to
cover current operating costs in Haiti’s hospitals. With
Haiti in the grips of a drawn-out electoral crisis, the gov-
ernment has no more than a temporary mandate-and is
refusing to take on the country’s beleaguered health
system. “We just can’t,” said presidential spokesperson
Serge Simon. “The job of the provisional government is
to organize elections to install an elected government-
which can then take responsibility for the situation.” The
University Hospital in Port-au-Prince-which is still under
reconstruction six years after the quake leveled a third
of its buildings-is currently off limits to photographers
wishing to document the health crisis. — AFP 

Dirty and dangerous: Strike exposes Haiti crumbling hospitals
Doctors using light of their cell phones for operation
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PORT-AU-PRINCE: A dead man is carried away by morgue workers in Port-au-Prince, Haiti. Local
authorities removed four bodies near the national palace in Port-au-Prince. They said three men on
a motorcycle drove by and killed the four men. — AP 

CAMPINA GRANDE: A municipal health worker sprays insecticide to kill Aedes aegypti mosquitoes, which spreads the Zika virus, in Campina
Grande which appears to be the epicenter of the Zika virus outbreak in Brazil. — AP 

SEOUL: It was a bad day at the office
for one unfortunate employee of
South Korea’s weather service yester-
day, after a mistakenly-sent fax trig-
gered an earthquake alert. The mes-
sage warning of a 6.5-magnitude
quake was part of a five-day disaster
response exercise and should never
have been faxed. International media
including China’s official Xinhua news
agency ran the warning before the
Korea Meteorological Administration
issued a red-faced apology.  

“We apologize deeply for causing
inconvenience,” the KMA said in a

statement quoted by South Korean
news agency Yonhap, which also car-
ried the initial alert. “The message was
made for an exercise purpose, and an
employee mistakenly clicked the but-
ton to send the message.” The KMA
released the message at 5:30 pm
(0830GMT), calling on residents in the
affected area of Hoengseong in
Gangwon province to evacuate.
Strong quakes are very rare on the
Korean peninsula. Some seismological
disturbances recorded in the South
have been attributed to North Korean
nuclear tests across the border.  — AFP 
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