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Perched 2,000 meters above sea level on the
curving rim of a great canyon, Anantara Al-Jabal
Al-Akhdar Resort will welcome the world’s most

discerning luxury travellers from July 2016. Guests will
hover over an extreme landscape of rugged beauty
while they discover a cultured treasury of authentic
indulgences and immersions in the destination’s rich
heritage. Upon its launch, the resort will be the high-
est luxury hotel in the Middle East and amongst the
highest in the world.

Long inaccessible, Al-Jabal Al-Akhdar (Arabic for
“The Green Mountain”) is a towering massif on the
Sultanate of Oman’s vast Saiq Plateau. Dramatic peaks
ring the setting. Prince Charles and the late Princess
Diana once sought out its breathtaking heights by
helicopter, alighting to revel in the scenic views.
Today, the arrival journey takes guests on an adven-
turous drive - two hours from Muscat International
Airport or four and half hours from Dubai - past date
plantations, valleys known locally as wadis, and his-
torical forts. The Anantara echoes this fortified archi-
tecture, placing guests in modern ramparts inspired
the commanding indigenous citadels and re-imag-
ined with sophisticated contemporary interiors.

Personal butler
A total of 115 rooms and villas overlook the drama

of the canyon or tranquil gardens. Each features its
own indigenous luxuries from custom-made Omani
furniture to Amouage bath products evoking the
region’s priceless fragrances. The resort’s 82 Premier
and Deluxe Rooms boast a spacious bedroom,
amongst the largest in the country, and a spa-like
bathroom carved out of sustainable material from the
local area, complete with a rain shower and separate
bath alongside a terrace or balcony. Meanwhile, 33
villas grant guests an intimate escape each with per-
sonal butler services and its own private swimming

pool stretching infinity-edge over the cliffs or hidden
in an exotic garden. Guests have the choice of either
one or two bedrooms, including the exclusive Royal
Mountain Villa.  Each villa will include state-of-the-art
interactive LED TVs and spacious walk-in dressing
areas, all adding to a sense of sublime luxury.

Culinary desires are catered to in a collection of six
restaurants and lounges. Diners are invited to rise
above the courtyard with sheesha water pipes and

tapas, savour fine dining at the Arabian grill concept
placed in a central fort tower as well as a Roman
inspired kitchen with canyon views. For the most
extravagant experience, Anantara’s ‘Dining by Design’
invites guests to dine at the spectacular cliff’s edge
platform Diana’s Point on the site of the royal visit.
Another Anantara signature, the ‘Spice Spoons’ experi-
ence allows guests to accompany a chef to the local
souq and resort’s own Chef ’s Garden before being
guided in the secrets of cooking Thai or Omani cuisine.

Ancient hammam rituals
Surrounded by majestic mountains and enjoying

cool temperatures year round, Anantara Al-Jabal Al-
Akhdar presents a range of inspiring moments in a
perfectly chilled clime - a respite from the heat faced
by the Gulf region for much of the year. The resort
puts travellers in touch with the local culture, history
and landscape in personalized arrangements includ-
ing mountaintop sunrise yoga and stargazing

beneath the blanket of remote night sky. Other diver-
sions include archery, quad biking and excursions to
nearby heritage attractions such as the UNESCO
World Heritage site Birkat Al-Mouz, an otherworldly
deserted village cascading up a mountainside, and
the ancient city of Nizwa, known as the ‘Pearl of Islam’.
Accompanied by a local guide, the Anantara’s guests
can embark on nature hikes into the area’s most pic-
turesque features or rappel down sheer drop-offs for
a falcon’s-eye-view surging with adrenaline.

At the resort itself, a wealth of highlights awaits,
from the cliff-edge infinity pool to a state-of-the-art
fitness center, tennis court and world-acclaimed
Anantara Spa. Harnessing the essence of Arabia, the
spa welcomes with ancient hammam rituals, five
soothing treatments suites, private outdoor relaxation
areas and an indoor swimming pool. Catering to the
youngest travellers, a dedicated kids and teens club
speaks to youthful imaginations, while a lavish ball-

room and meeting facilities will host memorable
events and weddings. Adding extra atmosphere to
the already amazing setting, a blazing courtyard fire
pit will light the Anantara’s own Friday night market,
illuminating one-of-a-kind artworks by local village
artisans and craftsmen.

Anantara to launch the Middle East’s highest five-star resort

Palestinian president Mahmud
Abbas hailed yesterday’s opening
of a major museum in the occupied

West Bank, saying it “will preserve the
Palestinian people’s memory” despite no
exhibitions being ready. The Palestinian
Museum was inaugurated in the universi-
ty town of Birzeit near Ramallah, the seat
of Palestinian political institutions in the
West Bank. Dozens of prominent officials
and business leaders attended the
launch. “We are opening today a
Palestinian monument, the Palestinian
Museum, which will preserve the
Palestinian people’s memory and tell its
story,” Abbas said, noting it was a key part
of building an independent state.

“What we have to do is build state
institutions, this state and these institu-
tions are being built now, thank God. The
only thing left is declaring independence
which you all will declare soon, God will-
ing.” Abbas has been working to get for-
mal recognition of Palestine as a state at
the United Nations, much to the cha-
grin of Israel. The museum, designed by
Irish and Chinese architects also has
lush gardens.

The building cost about $28 million,
financed 95 percent by Palestinians,
organizers said. However the exhibition
that was supposed to open it-which
included photographs from Palestinians
across the globe-was put on hold, so the
museum is currently empty. Organizers
stressed that they were just inaugurating
the building, not the museum itself-with
the first exhibition due in October. The
idea for the museum dates back to 1997,
four years after the Oslo peace accords
established the Palestinian Authority and
were in theory meant to lead to an inde-
pendent Palestinian state. Organizers said
they aim to create a place of memory for
Palestinians, who often accuse Israel of
rewriting history to justify their policies-
including the expansion of settlements in
Palestinian territories. — AFP

With a criminal career that takes in
cocaine-trafficking, rolling with Los
Angeles gangs, weapons charges

and a murder trial, he may be an unlikely
role model. But Snoop Dogg, infamous for
violent, misogynous lyrics and a lifelong love
of marijuana, is shaking off his bad boy
image to reveal his softer side-as avuncular
little league football trainer “Coach Snoop.”
The 44-year-old founded the Snoop Youth
Football League more than a decade ago
and has been quietly teaching thousands of
inner city children teamwork, discipline and
self-respect through sport.

Now his little-known community work is to
be made public in “Coach Snoop,” a reality
show chronicling the rise of his Diamond
Valley Steelers from a rag-tag bunch of 12-
year-olds from the mean streets of LA to one
of the top youth teams in the United States.
“The experiences I give these kids, it’s nothing
to me but it means the world to them and I’m
just privileged to be able to take my Snoop
Dogg power and use it to sprinkle all this love
to these kids,” said Snoop. Sporting spectacles
and his dreads tied back in a ponytail, Snoop
comes across as an enlightened, urbane father
figure, imparting wisdom to his proteges,
many of whom come from single-parent fami-
lies in tough neighborhoods. Most of the chil-
dren know who he is, but the millionaire musi-
cian is at pains to keep his R-rated hip-hop
persona away from the football field.

‘True calling’ 
“I’ve never busted a rap for the kids.

Thirteen years I’ve been coaching, I ain’t never
did one rap,” Snoop said at a preview screen-
ing of “Coach Snoop” in Hollywood on
Monday. “If a kid calls me Snoop Dogg they
gotta do 20 push-ups. They know they don’t
get Snoop Dogg until they hit 19 or 20.” The
show was directed by multiple Emmy award-
winning sports filmmaker Rory Karpf, who
helmed the ESPN miniseries “Snoop and Son,”
about the rapper’s relationship with his son,
UCLA wide receiver Cordell Broadus.

“It was actually shocking-I didn’t realize
how involved he was. He’s involved to the

point where he’s sitting down with these kids
talking about their grades and home life, and
bullying,” Karpf told reporters. “What he says
on the series is this is his true calling, and he
looks at music as a means to an end.” The
embodiment of the 1990s LA “gangsta” rap
scene, Calvin Broadus Jr was raised in Long
Beach, where he frequently ran into trouble
with the law and spent three years in and out
of jail after graduating high school. He came
to notice under the name Snoop Doggy Dogg
in 1992 through his drawled, laconic lyrics on
Dr Dre’s seminal album “The Chronic” before
rising to worldwide stardom with his quadru-
ple-platinum record “Doggystyle.”

Changing lives 
He has sold more than 37 million albums,

appeared in dozens of films-most famously as
Huggy Bear in “Starsky & Hutch,” (2004) and
disabled drug dealer Blue in “Training Day”
(2001) — and directed two hardcore porn
movies. His notoriety was assured when he
was arrested for murder and then acquitted
along with his bodyguard over the drive-by
shooting in 1993 of gang member Phillip
Woldermarian.

His quarter-century career has been
plagued by arrests and convictions for posses-
sion of weapons, marijuana and cocaine, as
well as bans of various lengths from entering
Britain, Norway and Australia. He has been
accused of glamorizing binge-drinking and
has attracted criticism for his various
cannabis-related business ventures, including
a lifestyle website, a delivery start-up and a
line of branded paraphernalia. Less well
known is the time he has dedicated to youth
football since 2005, when his league launched
with the participation of 1,300 children in the
Los Angeles area.

It has expanded across California and
beyond in the last decade and, in 2014, pro-
duced its first NFL players. The nine-episode
“Coach Snoop,” available beginning Thursday
on AOL.com, tells the story of Snoop’s inner-
city Steelers, their triumphs and disappoint-
ments over the course of a season, and the
lessons they learn on and off the field. “These
kids surprise me, they shock me. We’ve had
kids that went on to become lawyers, doctors,
firemen,” Snoop said.  “It’s not just the football
players, it’s not just boys in the league, it’s
cheerleaders, it’s girls in this league-it’s lives
that we’re shaping and changing and mold-
ing.”— AFP
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reinvented as football coach
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Calvin Broadus Jr, better
known as Snoop Dogg, poses
on arrival for the LA Premiere
of AOL and First Row Film’s
Docu-Series “Coach Snoop” in
Hollywood, California. — AFP
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