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Performers rehearse ahead of the First World Conference on Tourism for Development to be held this week in Beijing, China. State leaders and tourism ministers from various countries are expected to attend the four-day conference with the
theme ‘Tourism for Peace and Development’. — AP

Captain America and Iron Man may be the stars
of Marvel’s latest comic-book blockbuster, but
Black Panther-making his big-screen debut-is

most definitely the superhero of the moment. Black
Panther, the warrior king of the futuristic fictional
African country Wakanda, is starring in a new comic
book series that is doing booming sales, and will be
the first black hero to get a standalone film, in 2018. 

The new comic series-written by acclaimed author
Ta-Nehisi Coates, a leading voice on race issues in
America-debuted in April, and so far 330,000 copies
of the first issue alone have been sold, according to
Marvel. The character, celebrating his 50th anniver-
sary, is a long-time member of the Marvel universe,
but one of the few black heroes, a fact that has new
resonance in an entertainment world consumed by a
debate about diversity. “The Black Panther has always
been a well liked character among fans,” said Ben
Saunders, the director of comics and cartoons studies
at the University of Oregon.

But he’s been given new life through the writing of
Coates, who won a National Book Award for his
“Between The World and Me,” a letter to his son on
how blacks fit into American society. “It was simply
meant to be,” Marvel Comics editor-in-chief Axel
Alonso told AFP of Coates’ participation, explaining
that the author is a life-long comic book fan. “Ta-
Nehisi is a wonderful storyteller with a masterful con-
trol of language and he has something to say about
us-mankind, humanity-that transcends mere politics.”
Robert Battle, a store clerk at Midtown Comics in
Manhattan, said Coates’ popularity was a major factor
in the book’s popularity. “More people are excited

about the writer than the character; it’s usually the
other way around,” Battle said. Coates “has attracted
the attention of many people who would not normal-
ly read a comic book,” Saunders noted. The man
behind Black Panther’s mask is T’Challa, who has a
doctorate in physics and rules Wakanda, the imagi-
nary land that is the most technologically advanced
country in the world.

Coates has been able to showcase Black Panther’s
serious side in the new series, in which he is facing a
popular uprising in his homeland.

“This is not a problem a superhero can punch into
submission,” Alonso said. Josh Johnson, another
employee at Midtown Comics, said he loved the new
Black Panther. “I’m more interested in the political side
of his story. I got into him when I was young because I
didn’t know that there was any superheroes outside
of New York,” he said.

‘Exception’ to the rule 
Black Panther was not the first black superhero,

and is not the only one by a long shot. Falcon, the
black Green Lantern (John Stewart), Black Lightning
and Luke Cage have also blazed a trail. But for
Jonathan Gayles, a professor of African-American
studies at Georgia State University, Black Panther is
“an exception.” “He stands out because as an African
superhero, in many ways he’s exempt from the racial
history of the United States,” Gayles explains.

“The first African-American superheroes were
dragged down by historical stereotypes about black
men.” Because he is a foreigner, Black Panther “doesn’t
represent the same level of threat that African-

American superheroes represent,” said Gayles, who
made a documentary about black superheroes.
Alonso said while he hoped that the new comic series
would attract black readers, he thought the story of
T’Challa was a universal one. “Our fans don’t fall in
love with our characters because of their powers; they
root for the person inside the costume, the person
they relate to,” Alonso said.

Film star 
Before the new Coates comic made waves, Marvel

green-lighted a standalone film in 2018 for Black
Panther, who will be played by Chadwick Boseman,
best known for his portrayal of black baseball legend
Jackie Robinson in “42.” Ryan Coogler, the young black
director behind last year’s successful “Rocky” spinoff
“Creed,” will be at the helm. Oscar-winning actress
Lupita Nyong’o and “Creed” star Michael B. Jordan are
already attached to the project. Filmgoers get their
first taste of Black Panther in this month’s “Captain
America: Civil War,” but he has a secondary role to the
franchise’s more established stars.

“There have been a lot of comic books titles that
have featured people of color and they haven’t been
comparatively as successful as others. I think there’s
still a bit of hesitation to accept the idea that every-
one has the right to be seen as powerful,” Gayles said.
“But if the movie ‘Black Panther’ is successful as other
films have been, then I think that there will be a
scramble to take advantage of that niche... It’s about
making money.” — AFP

Adazzling blue diamond once
owned by mining magnate
Philip Oppenheimer could fetch

a record sale price yesterday, with auc-
tion house Christie’s hoping it tops the
staggering $48.4 million mark set last
year. The 14.62-carat “Oppenheimer
Blue” is the largest stone in the excep-
tionally-rare Fancy Vivid Blue category
ever to go under the hammer, accord-
ing to Christie’s, which has valued the
gem between $38 million (34 million
euros) and $45 million. 

But experts said it has a chance to
beat the record set by Sotheby’s in
November with Hong Kong billionaire
Joseph Lau’s purchase of the 12.03-
carat “Blue Moon of Josephine”. The
Oppenheimer Blue “is highly likely to
break the $50 million mark to become
the most expensive polished diamond
ever sold at auction,” said Tobias
Kormind, managing director at 77dia-
monds.com.

Sotheby’s fetched a record price in
the Fancy Vivid Pink Category on
Tuesday, when a private buyer in Asia
scooped up a 15.38-carat stone for
$31.6 million.  Ehud Laniado, president
of Cora International which sold the
stone dubbed “Unique Pink”, said he
was “very happy with the sale price”,
and voiced confidence that the gem’s
value would rise over time.  “When you
buy a Picasso, you pay a lot, but you
know you are going to sell it for even
more,” Laniado told AFP.  Sotheby’s also
sold a blue diamond, weighing 7.32
carats, for $17.1 million.   A recent spate
of eye-popping bids at Geneva’s semi-
annual magnificent jewel auctions has
highlighted the surging value of pre-
cious stones, with some of the world’s
ultra-rich increasingly investing in hard
assets as a safeguard against stock mar-
ket volatility. 

Mining family scion 
Britain’s Sir Philip Oppenheimer

(1911-1995) led a powerful cartel called
the Central Selling Organization for 45
years, tightly controlling roughly 80 per-
cent of the international diamond trade
in a bid to prevent wild price swings.  De
Beers, the giant mining company built
by the Oppenheimer family, also flour-
ished in the latter half of the 20th
Century, thanks in part to Sir Philip’s
outsized influence in the sector. 

The blue stone has passed through
several hands since Oppenheimer’s
death and yesterday will mark its first
appearance at public auction.  But,
there is always a chance that the jewel
will not even meet its estimated floor
price. That happened last month when
a 9.54-carat blue diamond ring once
owned by American child star Shirley
Temple failed to sell at auction in New
York after bidding closed at $22 mil-
lion, below the reserve price. Christie’s
has valued its total of 280 lots up for
auction yesterday at $113 million. The
collection includes 46 pieces from
German-born princess Gabriela zu
Leiningen, who was married to the
Aga Khan.

Sotheby’s 495-lot auction brought in
$171.1 million, with 70 percent of the
items selling above their estimated
price, the company said in a statement.
A quarter of auction participants were
from Asia, Sotheby’s said, underscoring
the region’s growing buying power,
especially among tycoons based in
Hong Kong. — AFP

Black Panther, Marvel’s 
African hero, in the spotlight

A woman reads a copy of the Black Panther (TíChalla) a fictional superhero appearing in
comic book published by Marvel Comics in New York.— AFP photos

In this photo illustration a woman reads a copy of the
Black Panther (TíChalla) a fictional superhero appearing in
comic book published by Marvel Comics in New York. 

Rare blue diamond aims for 
record price at Geneva auction

This file photo shows a woman hold-
ing up the ‘Oppenheimer Blue,’ a rare
fancy vivid blue diamond weighing
14.62 carat during a press preview
by Christies’s auction house in
Geneva. — AFP 


