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By A Saleh

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister, Finance
Minister and Acting Oil Minister Anas Al-Saleh
yesterday addressed all oil sector employees,
congratulating them on the occasion of the
upcoming holy month of Ramadan. He also
announced that following its recent meeting
with union leaders, Kuwait Petroleum
Corporation (KPC) has decided to pay the usual
7.5 percent annual raise. Saleh added that it was
also agreed to give retirees the option to select
between receiving medical care at the KOC
Hospital or health insurance at private sector
hospitals.

Floor removed
In an unprecedented incident in Kuwait, a cit-

izen yesterday complied with Kuwait
Municipality instructions to demolish the fourth
floor of his house in Reqqa because it had been
built in violation of private residence construc-
tion regulations. Notably, the municipality has
detected various violations at citizens’ houses,
who mainly built extra floors with having proper
licenses. They were all warned and told to
remove the violations. 

Scrap tour
Escorted by a team from the Environment

Public Authority (EPA), Municipal Council mem-
bers toured Naayem scrap market to examine
law enforcement and abidance of environmental
rules. During the tour, they noted that the area
lacks basic infrastructure needed and that many
lives had been lost on the highway leading to it.
Member Hassan Kamal stressed that the area
lacks many basic services and that most streets
are unpaved. EPA representative Mahdi Fairouz
said that the tour resulted in detecting various
environmental violations. Workers in the area
made many demands, mainly of electricity, secu-
rity and a clinic or medical point providing first
aid services. 

In other news, the Jahra committee at the
Municipal Council yesterday organized a work-
shop to discuss the accumulation of waste in the
Jahra stables area. Chairman of Jahra technical
committee Meshari Al-Motoutah said that the
committee discussed the waste issue, blaming
the Public Authority of Sport (PAS) for its accu-
mulation that may cause the spread of diseases
and epidemics. He also demanded that the area
be included in future contracts signed with
cleaning companies. 

Wi-Fi at Mubarakiya Market
Capital Governor Lt Gen (Rtd) Thabet Al-

Muhanna announced that an agreement was
made with a specialized company to provide
free Internet access in Mubarakiya Market and

the parks close to it. Muhanna added that the
free Internet services would also be available at
Sabah and Amiri hospitals. He also noted that
free iftar meals would be provided at
Mubarakiya Market and Nayef Palace during
Ramadan. 

Educational challenges
Minister of Education Badr Al-Essa stressed

that education is facing political, economic,
technological, social and cultural challenges in
Kuwait. He also noted that people mistakenly
believe that educational development is the
responsibility of the Ministry of Education (MoE)
alone, while the process is a joint ‘venture’
between MoE, schools, parents and the entire
society. Speaking at a seminar organized by the
Constitutional Unity Bloc (CUB) with the atten-
dance of Minister of Justice and Awqaf Yaaqoub
Al-Sane, Essa stressed that it was the responsibil-
ity of decision makers to face such challenges by
passing the needed legislations. 

He also noted that some curriculums pro-
mote sectarianism, tribalism and violence, and
MoE officials did their best to expunge such
material as much as possible. Essa also stressed
that MoE is currently developing e-education
and that the majority of teachers have received
special training courses to use tablets in class-
es. He also noted that Kuwait University ’s
capacity was very limited compared to the
number of undergraduates, and this is why new
universities are being built and a new bill for
them was passed.  

Minister confirms 7.5%
raise to oil workers

Minister Anas Al-Saleh

KUWAIT: A handout photo provided by the Interior Ministry shows a mark found on
a jacket recovered at the suspect’s room, which matches the one worn by the suspect
and shown in CCTV footage during one of his robberies.

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: The Relations and Security
Information Department at the Interior
Ministry said that the crime scene monitor-
ing team discovered 27 thefts that were
committed with the same method in
Hawally and Farwaniya governorates and
registered against ‘unidentified persons.’
The department said that inspecting three

images and camera recordings, it was
noticed that the same person committed
these crimes. After following the tracks of
the suspect following the latest theft he
committed, the team identified him as
Abdullah Mubarak Al-Hareeqi, a Gulf

national residing in a Hawally hotel.
Criminal detectives raided his room and
arrested him. They found several stolen
items that were identified by their owners,
along with tools and clothes he wore dur-
ing his thefts. He was sent to concerned
authorities.

‘Charity’ collector arrested
Criminal detectives arrested a Jordanian

man who was collecting donations and
keeping them for himself.  Detectives
learned about the man’s activities - collect-
ing charity from citizens and expats with-
out a license in Salmiya. The suspect con-
fessed to collecting KD 50,000, adding that
he spent some of it for his pleasure.

Traffic crackdowns
The traffic department carried out sever-

al surprise campaigns in the six gover-
norates between May 15 and 21 that result-
ed in issuing 45,965 traffic citations and
impounding 1,796 vehicles and 11 motorcy-
cles, while 69 persons were detained and
eight deported for driving without a license.

Cleaning campaigns
Kuwait Municipality’s Public Relations

Department said the cleaning department
carried out cleaning campaigns on the
islands of Um Al-Maradem, Miskan,
Kubbar, Failaka, Qaruh and Uha. Director
of the Capital governorate’s Municipality
branch Ammar Fahd Al-Ammar said 945
bags of waste were removed during the
campaigns.

Police catch thief 
responsible for 27 robberies

in Hawally, Farwaniya

A metal piece and sneakers found in the suspect’s room, which he wore during one
of his robberies.

A man arrested for collecting cash ille-
gally from donors.

KUWAIT: The Kuwait Institute for Scientific
Research (KISR) and the Japan Cooperation
Center, Petroleum (JCCP) on Monday signed
an agreement to conduct joint research on
improving the Kuwaiti heavy crude oil, at a
total cost of KD 611,000.

During the signing ceremony, KISR’s
Director General Dr Sameera Ahmad Al-
Sayyed Omar said that the Japanese side
would contribute KD 358,000 of the research
budget, and KISR will provide the other KD
253,000. The project will help the Kuwait Oil
Company (KOC) and the Kuwait National
Petroleum Company (KNPC) to make the
right decisions for investment in this technol-
ogy going forward, and to obtain light indus-
trial oils and high-value products, she said.

Omar pointed to the close cooperation
between KISR and the JCCP in oil research
and refining, dating back to 1993. The out-
come has been 16 research projects. In addi-
tion, they have held up to 24 joint confer-
ences, seminars and workshops, besides
training 30,000 researchers and engineers.

Meanwhile, Special Advisor at JCCP Eiji
Hiroka said that the JCCP, founded in
November 1981, is a non-profit institution,
supported by the Japanese government. It
works on promoting friendly relations
between oil-producing countries and Japan
and contribute to securing a stable supply of
oil to Japan through technical cooperation and
personnel exchanges in the downstream sec-
tors of the oil industry, he added. — KUNA

By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: Maximum electricity consumption
during the upcoming holy month of Ramadan
is expected to be 13,800 megawatts, Ministry
of Electricity and Water ’s Undersecretary
Mohammed Boshehri said, adding that the
ministry is ready with a total power produc-
tion of 15,000 megawatts. However, Bosherhi
urged all consumers to rationalize electricity
usage. He also assured consumers that the
maximum water consumption would be 450-
460 million imperial gallons, while the min-
istr y is capable of producing 530 mill ion
imperial gallons.

Elections
Participants at a seminar organized by Hmak

e-paper strongly criticized political blocs that
recently declared their intention to take part in
the upcoming parliamentary elections after they
had boycotted previous elections in protest of
the one-vote electoral system. Participants
urged them to officially apologize to those who
took part in the elections by voting and running
for the elections, whom they had described as
‘traitors.’ Participants also urged these political
blocs to justify changing their minds now after
27 former MPs of the so-called ‘majority bloc’

had declared a boycott. Headed by its editor-in-
chief, lawyer Mubarak Al-Mutawwa, Hmak held
its monthly seminar under the title ‘Kuwait
Democracy between Participation and
Boycotting’. Speakers at the seminar included
journalist Mohammed Abdul Aziz, former minis-
ter Ahmed Baqer and former MPs Osama Al-
Tahous and Duaij Al-Shemmari.

Sport activities
The Public Authority of Sports filed cases

against the squash, taekwondo, fencing and
judo federations demanding KD 5,001 in com-
pensation, accusing these federations of sup-
porting the international suspension of Kuwaiti
sport activities. 

ATM destroyed
A mentally disturbed person was arrested for

destroying a local bank’s ATM in Ali Sabah Al-
Salem. Security sources said policemen were dis-
patched to the scene after a report about some-
one destroying the ATM. The man turned out to
be mentally disturbed. 

Wages’ link
The Civil Services Commission (CSC) denied

social media reports about an online CSC link for
wages and leaves. 

Ministry prepared for
energy consumption hike

Commerce Minister
orders overseas
property sale panel

KUWAIT: Minister of
Commerce and Industry
Yousef Al-Ali has issued a
ministerial decree authoriz-
ing a new committee regu-
lating the sale of properties
at real estate exhibitions
outside Kuwait. The com-
mittee will look into proce-
dures pertinent to the sale
of foreign properties at real
estate exhibitions, a control
mechanism, necessary doc-
uments and sale regula-
tions, the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry
said in a press release yes-
terday. It also considers
legal problems triggered
off by the sale of foreign
properties and ways of
tackling them in light of the
Kuwaiti law, and follow up
imbalance in the existing
system, it added. It is also
up to the committee to use
the help of experts in order
to do its jobs properly and
effectively, but they should
be denied the right of vote,
it noted. — KUNA

PAS doubles
athletes’
stipends

KUWAIT: Public Authority for
Sports (PAS) announced dou-
bling up athletes’ stipends, as
an initiative to support
sports movement in the
country. This increase was
discussed and approved by
Minister of Information and
Minister of State for Youth
Affairs Sheikh Salman Al-
Humoud Al-Sabah and head
of PAS’ executive body
Sheikh Ahmad Al-Mansour
Al-Sabah, in a meeting that
focused on ‘foreign participa-
tion,’ PAS said in a press state-
ment yesterday. 

This financial support,
which was blessed by the
Kuwaiti leadership, will meet
athletes’ aspirations and
ambitions by eliminating any
obstacles that would face
their sporting careers. In
order to resuscitate the
sports movement, athletes
should participate in foreign
camps and sporting events,
the statement added. The
last increase of payments for
athletes was recorded in
1998. — KUNA

KISR, Japan’s JCCP sign accord
to improve Kuwaiti heavy crude


