
FROM THE ARABIC PRESS
WEDNESDAY, MAY 25, 2016

News
i n  b r i e f

Alternative export
route feasible: KPC

KUWAIT: Preliminary studies have shown that a project
to build pipelines that enable Kuwait to export oil from
Oman via the United Arab Emirates (UAE) is feasible,
Kuwait Petroleum Corporation’s (KPC) CEO Nezar Al-
Adasani  said.  The project  would see cooperation
between KPC,  Oman Oil  Company and UAE’s
International Petroleum Investment Company (IPIC) to
export Kuwaiti crude through Oman’s Ras Al-Markaz via
pipelines that pass through Abu Dhabi. It provides an
alternative route than the Strait of Hormuz, which cur-
rently serves as the only path for Kuwaiti oil exports to
international markets. — Al-Rai

False report

KUWAIT: A Kuwaiti Foreign Ministry official denied reports
published by Gambian media which stated that 320 ‘highly
trained Kuwaiti body guards’ will join Gambian President
Yahya Jammeh’s personal security team. “These reports are
false,” said Deputy Foreign Minister for Africa’s Affairs
Hamad Al-Mesh’aan, adding that no discussions on that
regard were made during Gambian Foreign Minister’s visit
to Kuwait last April. — Al-Rai

Staff let go

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Education plans to termi-
nate 512 employees on September 17, 2016, said
Acting Assistant Undersecretary for Administrative
Affairs Yousuf Al-Najjar. He added that a list con-
taining 85 others whose services were no longer
needed was  del ivered to  the  C iv i l  S er v ices
Commission (CSC). — Al-Rai
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By Nermin Al-Houti

We are going through a period that is not the
product of an instant - rather it is the accumu-
lation over many years until its lines became

intertwined and became difficult to untangle to reach
correct solutions. The drugs scourge is an issue that did
not take place today, and did not happen yesterday -
rather it is an expanded illness that hit the society and
regretfully did not get treatment from the concerned
authorities and did not get attention from some fami-
lies. Today, we are demanding compulsory tests.

For years we have been suffering from the problem
of drug use. It was until recently that the percentage of
our society members who were on drugs was very
small, but today the problem has become a tragedy
and the percentage is on the rise. We are now seeing
and reading about many youths who are under the
curse of drugs, and their problems are not limited to
use only. This has become a tool of killing, fighting and
rape, and other events that did not take place in our
society in the past. Today, why don’t we get astonished
when we read in the paper that a son killed his father,
or a group of youth had a fight and the result was
killing and injuring most of them? Where is the guard-
ing eye of our children’s future?!

Our words today are not blaming the interior min-
istry - rather we laud the role of policemen and their
fight of this disease in many ways. Our words will not
blame a particular place or element, but our lines are a
proposal to fight this epidemic through imposing a
compulsory test on all aged 16 to 35 of both genders,
done monthly through special clinics in schools, univer-
sities and government departments. 

Please, I do not want anyone to cry personal free-
dom, because drug use does not only harm one per-
son, but also those around him. As an example to all
those who say this is not right - pilots and crewmem-
bers undergo periodic exams because they are respon-
sible for lives onboard planes and safeguarding passen-
ger safety. All airlines carry out such tests. Here we are
talking about a society and entire families, so why not
make it compulsory?! 

— Translated by Kuwait Times

Compulsory test

KUWAIT: Kuwait Airways
announced that it supports the con-
tinued provision of relief to Syrians
in Jordan in cooperation with the
International Islamic Charity
Organization as part of the airline’s
commitment to humanitarian assis-
tance and in l ine with its social
responsibility.

This is  the third occasion on

which Kuwait Airways offered the
services of its aircraft to provide tar-
geted relief as and where it  is
required. Shipments included over
twenty tons of food supplies,
clothes and blankets to help Syrian
refugees in Jordan. This special
flight was operated by an Airbus
A340 aircraft and departed yester-
day. Phil ip Saunders,  Chief

Commercial  Officer at Kuwait
Airways, stated: “Kuwait Airways is
particularly proud of our close part-
nership with the International
Islamic Charity Organization. Our
operational staff and all employees
are committed to support the IICO’s
mission in providing direct assis-
tance for Syrian refugees in Jordan
wherever we can.”

Kuwait Airways supports relief
campaign for Syrians in Jordan 
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R e p o r t

‘Competitor’ beaten

One of two women who were vying for the same man
sought the help of her friend and beat her ‘competitor’
in a Salmiya cafe, until police brought the three under
control. The woman had discovered the man’s rela-
tionship with the other woman and decided to beat
her. Hawally police responded and took the women to
Salmiya police station.

Families fight

A brawl between children in Saad Al-Abdullah turned into a
fierce fight between their families, and prompted a citizen
to shoot at his Norwegian and Kuwaiti neighbors, injuring
them both. A security source said Interior Ministry operators
received a call about shots and injuries in Saad Al-Abdullah.
Jahra police rushed to the area accompanied by para-
medics, who took the victims to Jahra Hospital. The hospital
investigator noticed crowds around the hospital, so backup
patrols were sent to prevent matters from escalating and
only patients were allowed in. Detectives are investigating
the shooter’s possession of the firearm and the shooting.

AK-47 found

Weapons detectives went to a charity society in Riqqa
to seize an AK-47 that was found between clothes given
by donors. State security were informed the incident.

Driver harassed

A lawyer was harassed by two men driving a car with tem-
porary license plates after she ignored them. They insulted
her with indecent words, then forced her to crash into the
pavement, which damaged her car. The lawyer said she left
Ahmadi court and went to another place, where two men
talked to her about committing indecent acts. When she
admonished one of them, he insulted her, so she drove off,
so the two chased her and made her hit the pavement sev-
eral times. The lawyer went to Fintas police station and
lodged a complaint against them.

Brothel raided

Farwaniya police raided a brothel run by a Bangladeshi
woman and frequented by a large number of men. A secu-
rity source said information was received about the brothel
and an expat woman who was popular among customers,
and nicknamed ‘scorpion.’ Three women and an Asian man
were arrested. Separately, an illegal call center run by an
Ethiopian woman was raided. Expats using the center were
also arrested and the equipment was confiscated.

Doctor jailed for drug use

Ahmadi detectives arrested a Bulgarian anesthetist
who works for a private hospital in Ahmadi gover-
norate for being wanted to serve two-year jail sen-
tence for drug use. Security source found it strange
how officials of the hospital allowed him to work
although he was convicted of such charges. The doc-
tor was arrested at work and sent to the sentences
implementation department. The source added that
‘wasta’ (connections) failed to release the doctor and
he is on his way to the central prison.

Police offended

A newly-released prison inmate resisted arrest in
Bayan while under the influence of the drugs, and
refused to hand police his ID. He also insulted them
with foul words, adding: “We are used to prison... what
more?” Policemen decided to stop him as he was driv-
ing erratically. — Al-Rai 

Student commits suicide
after failing his tests

KUWAIT: A Syrian boy hanged himself to death inside his fam-
ily’s Nugra home after failing his finals exams. His body was
recovered by the coroner. Family members were shocked to
find the 14-year-old hanging dead, so they called the police,
who went along with criminal evidence officers to the scene.
The family members said their son was going through tough
times after failing his exams and kept to himself.

Kuwaitis spent
KD 3.7 billion abroad
KUWAIT: Official statistics show that Kuwaitis’ spending on
travel and tourism in 2015 reached nearly KD 3.7 billion, and
includes items such as spending on university scholarships
and treatment abroad (18 percent of the total). Informed
sources said this is a record amount by all standards (nearly
$12.2 billion), especially since it is repeated every year and
has repercussions on the balance of payments in general.
This spending has not regressed so far, despite the drop in oil
prices since the second half of 2014.

Concerned sources said there is general squandering,
especially on treatment abroad, apart from tourism spend-
ing, as average travel by a Kuwaiti is three to four times a year
for various purposes. This “escape” is due to lack of entertain-
ment venues domestically, while expenses on treatment
abroad can build the most advanced hospitals in a few years.
About study scholarships abroad, the sources said it is on the
increase because of capacity challenges of educational insti-
tutes in Kuwait, bearing in mind that there is no comprehen-
sive strategy that accurately decides the need of the market-
place for graduates. Payments to scholarship students are
generous compared to other GCC countries, reaching $900
million last year (KD 240 million). — Al-Qabas

Key amendments approved
to KAC privatization

KUWAIT: The Cabinet has asked Finance Minister Anas Al-
Saleh to prepare a proposal to amend a previous decision
related to the rules of implementing law 6 of 2008 on pri-
vatizing Kuwait Airways (KAC) to agree with the legislative
amendments that were made to it. Saleh was asked about
decision 444 issued in 2011 which spoke about the transfer
of ownership of all the company’s assets to the company
that will replace KAC, while it keeps the rights and advan-
tages given to KAC, besides customs exemptions, transfer
of Kuwaiti employees and other items.

High-ranking financial sources said ticket prices before
Jan 1, 2016 were calculated based on a fixed price for a cer-
tain period with the knowledge of IATA. They added that
airfares will be calculated after that date according to an
agreement to be reached between the finance ministry
and KAC. The Cabinet said it is necessary for government
officials to fly on KAC aircraft, and decided to reject a
request by Kuwait Petroleum Corporation to exempt it
from this decision. It also rejected a proposal from the
finance ministry to allow purchasing tickets from other air-
lines if there are no direct flights on KAC. — Al-Anbaa

Manpower authority
ready to implement

fees increase
KUWAIT: Only a few days are left before Social Affairs
and Labor Minister and State Minister for Planning and
Development Hind Al-Subaih is expected to make deci-
sions to increase the fees of some procedures for bring-
ing in and employing expatriate labor forces. The deci-
sion is  expected to become effective June 1,  and
includes increasing fees for the issuance, transfer and
renewal of work permits.

Sources at the Manpower Public Authority (MPA) said
despite the passing of the fee increase, it remains the low-
est compared to other GCC countries. It said that MPA
plans vital projects that will enhance services, such as
expanding its online portal and increasing the procedures
processed through it, which will save time and effort spent
by completing the process electronically without the need
to go to labor departments.

Sources said the fee increase is part of the recommenda-
tions of a committee assembled to study the demographic
structure. The economic reform document also recom-
mended the increase of revenues and raising prices of serv-
ices, as the Cabinet issued a decision to increase the fees for
20 categories, including farms, chalets and cooperatives.

About the transactions that are being done electroni-
cally, and others to be added soon, the sources said
based on instructions of Minister Subaih, the MPA pre-
sented a group of services for the state’s online portal in
order to simplify procedures and help patrons process
them quickly. These transactions are: Work permits for
government contracts (first time permits) and permit
renewal and cancellation outside the country, in addition
to inquiring about files of businessmen, labor estimation
and other services. — Al-Jarida 


