
LOS ANGELES: Democratic presidential candidate
Bernie Sanders says the Democratic National
Convention in Philadelphia and his push to make
the party more inclusive could get “messy” but
asserts in an interview with AP: “Democracy is not
always nice and quiet and gentle.” The Vermont sen-
ator, campaigning Monday ahead of California’s pri-
mary against Hillary Clinton, said his supporters
hope the party will adopt a platform at the summer
convention that reflects the needs of working fami-
lies, the poor and young people, not Wall Street and
corporate America.

Sanders said he will “condemn any and all forms
of violence” but his campaign was welcoming polit-
ical newcomers and first-time attendees of party
conventions. He said the Democratic Party faces a
choice of becoming more inclusive or maintaining
the status quo. “I think if they make the right choice
and open the doors to working-class people and
young people and create the kind of dynamism
that the Democratic Party needs, it’s going to be
messy,” Sanders said. “Democracy is not always nice
and quiet and gentle but that is where the
Democratic Party should go.”

Asked if the convention could be problematical,
Sanders said: “So what? Democracy is messy.
Everyday my life is messy. But if you want every-
thing to be quiet and orderly and allow, you know,

just things to proceed without vigorous debate,
that is not what democracy is about.” Sanders is
vying for support ahead of California’s June 7 pri-
mary, a day that also includes contests in Montana,
New Jersey, New Mexico, North Dakota and South
Dakota. Clinton has 271 more pledged delegates
than Sanders and is just 90 delegates shy of clinch-
ing the nomination when the total includes
superdelegates, the party officials and elected lead-
ers who can support the candidate of their choice.

Some Democrats have grown weary about the
length of the primaries, worried that it could give
Republican businessman Donald Trump a head
start on the general election and make it more diffi-
cult for Democrats to unite behind a nominee. The
issue gained attention when a recent Nevada
Democratic convention turned raucous. Sanders
said he was “bothered” by the portrayal of the Las
Vegas convention, saying it did not turn violent as
some media reports indicated. “There was rowdy-
ism. There was booing, I think inappropriately by
the way,” he said.

The senator spoke after the Democratic National
Committee announced a 15-member platform
drafting committee, which will write the first draft
of the party platform. The panel includes allies of
both candidates. Sanders said the platform process
would be an “excellent time to educate the

American people,” saying it would allow the party to
have a vigorous debate over ways to address
wealth inequality, the role of Wall Street in the
economy, climate change and universal healthcare.
“A serious debate about serious issues is good for
democracy, is good for the Democratic Party. It will
increase voter turnout and that always works in our
effort to defeat Republicans,” he said.

Running Mate
He declined to entertain the possibility of being

considered as Clinton’s running mate, saying he was
focused on winning the nomination. “If I don’t, we
will see what happens later on.” But he reiterated
that he would do “everything that I can” to ensure
that Trump is not elected president. Sanders said he
had a “shot” at winning the California primary
against Clinton and said, given his delegate deficit,
it was “imperative” that he perform well. He estimat-
ed his rallies around the state would allow him to
speak directly to 200,000 voters before the primary.

“What happens if I  win a major victory in
California? Will people say, ‘Oh, we’re really enthusi-
astic about Hillary Clinton despite the fact that
Bernie Sanders has now won whatever it may be, 25
states, half the states?’” he said. If that happens, he
added, superdelegates “may rethink that. That is
why you want the process to play out.” — AP 
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CARACAS: Venezuela is sinking deeper into politi-
cal and economic chaos, but the international
response has been timid so far - and is unlikely to
put much pressure on an unbending President
Nicolas Maduro, analysts say. So far, the internation-
al community’s main plan of action for Venezuela
has been to call for a “great national dialogue”, in
the words of the former presidents of Spain,
Panama and the Dominican Republic, one high-
profile group trying to mediate the crisis.

But with the once-booming oil giant sliding ever
deeper into recession and hyperinflation, the leftist
president and his center-right opponents are so far
apart that “dialogue” seems impossible. The opposi-
tion, which won control of the legislature in
December, refuses to hold talks unless the authori-
ties agree to allow a referendum on removing
Maduro from office this year. Maduro’s camp says
that isn’t happening. As if to hammer home the
point, the president has declared a state of emer-
gency giving himself sweeping new powers.

The country faces a “long and difficult” road,
acknowledged the trio of foreign mediators -
Spain’s Jose Luis Rodriguez Zapatero, Leonel
Fernandez of the Dominican Republic and Martin
Torrijos of Panama. They have been working in
Venezuela since Thursday, sent by the Union of
South American Nations (UNASUR), a 12-member
regional bloc, to hold talks with both sides on a cri-
sis that is increasingly worrying the region.

“There’s growing action by part of the interna-
tional community on Venezuela,” said Felix Arellano,
an international relations specialist at Central
University of Venezuela. But “the reactions have
been timid,” he told AFP. The UNASUR mission drew
words of encouragement from the United States,
which Maduro accuses of plotting his ouster. US offi-
cials have been reluctant to go much further than
that for fear of playing into the fiery Socialist’s alle-
gations of a coup plot orchestrated in Washington at
the behest of the “fascist Venezuelan right.”

Trying to strike a less confrontational tone,
Argentina, Chile and Uruguay have proposed set-

ting up a “group of friends” to get both sides to the
negotiating table. But that isn’t likely to work either,
said Milagros Betancourt, a professor of internation-
al law at Andres Bello Catholic University. “I’m a little
skeptical because I don’t know what they can actu-
ally negotiate,” she said. “The country is very polar-
ized and the government won’t budge an inch.”

War of Words 
Meanwhile, the opposition has called new

protests this week, seeking to wield the power of
the street where its political maneuvers have failed.
Polls show nearly seven in 10 Venezuelans want to
get rid of Maduro, who is blamed for increasingly

desperate shortages of food and medicine, daily
power cuts, government paralysis, violent crime
and looting. Wading into these toxic waters, the
secretary general of the Organization of American
States, Luis Almagro, has proposed sending a dele-
gation to seek a solution to the crisis.

His comments sparked a war of words with
Maduro, who, like his mentor Hugo Chavez, has
long railed against the Washington-based OAS as
a tool of American imperialism Almagro, a
Uruguayan national, warned Maduro he would be
a “petty dictator” if he continued to reject a recall
referendum. Maduro told Almagro he was
“garbage” and a “traitor”. — AFP

BOSTON: Colleges in the US are opening
their doors - and their financial aid - to Syrian
refugees. Over the past year, at least a dozen
schools have promised to cover full or partial
tuition for Syrian refugees who are accepted
for enrollment. They join a coalition of more
than 60 colleges that have started providing
scholarships to Syrian students since the
country’s civil war began in 2011. So far, col-
leges have awarded scholarships to more
than 150 Syrian students. It’s an effort organ-
ized by the Institute of International
Education, a nonprofit group that offers
financial help to students who are displaced
by violence and natural disasters.

Among more than 11 million Syrians who
have fled their homes, the institute estimates
that at least 100,000 are qualified to attend col-
lege but have few options to do so. “We’ve nev-
er really had those numbers before,” said Allan
Goodman, president of the institute. “The
Syrian civil war is more complicated and at a
much larger scale than any other crisis.” To help
refugees resume their studies, an initial wave of
schools volunteered to offer financial aid soon
after war broke out. Since then, many have fol-
lowed amid pressure from their students.

The University of Southern California is
offering to pay full tuition for as many as six
refugees starting next year. Elizabethtown
College in Pennsylvania pledged to cover
$25,000 a year for five more. Graduate students
at USC had pushed the university to offer
scholarships for several months before the
administration agreed. Tufts University near
Boston joined the coalition in late 2013 after a
student government called for it. 

At Davidson College in North Carolina, offi-
cials said they learned about the effort only
after students brought it to their attention. The
private school pledged financial aid to Syrian
students last month. “This is largely driven by
our students,” said Kaye-Lani Laughna, the
international admission officer at Davidson.
“I’m hopeful that we’ll be able to welcome a
Syrian student in the next year.”

The coalition includes colleges in some
states whose governors tried to block Syrian
refugees last year, including in North
Carolina, New Jersey and Ohio. Experts said
they hadn’t heard of any universities taking a
similar stand against refugees. Mohamad
Bassel Khair, 28, fled Damascus after explo-
sions and firefights became routine. After
going to Egypt, where he and his wife
couldn’t legally work, Khair heard about
scholarships at New Jersey’s Montclair State
University and decided to apply. “They gave

me a full scholarship, including rooming,”
Khair said. “They were so helpful for me.”

He is graduating with a master’s in nutrition
and food science and is now seeking asylum in
the US for his family, including a 2-year-old son.
At least one college, though, questions
whether it’s legal to earmark financial aid for
Syrian students. The University of Colorado
Boulder rejected a petition asking to create
scholarships for Syrian students, saying it
would violate a federal law banning discrimina-
tion based on national origin. The school says it
already offers other financial aid to help inter-
national students, including Syrians.

Officials at the Institute of International
Education countered that other schools have
offered scholarships for Syrian students with-
out facing legal action, and they expect others
to follow. Daniel Obst, a deputy vice president
at the institute, said that more than 230 col-
leges recently agreed to waive tuition for at
least one Syrian student if the institute can find
other sources of money for airfare and lodging.

Admissions
The number of Syrians studying at US col-

leges has risen steadily in recent years but is
still relatively low compared with other coun-
tries in the region. There were 800 Syrians
enrolled in 2015, compared with 9,000 from
Kuwait. Demand from Syrians has been lower,
experts say, in part because they had a strong
education system of their own before war
broke out. Now, many Syrian schools have
closed or been destroyed.

Along with offering financial aid, some US
colleges are also loosening their admission
requirements to help bring refugees. Instead
of measuring students’ English language
skills through standardized tests that carry
fees, some schools are offering online inter-
views instead.  Some are accepting scanned
copies of academic transcripts if the original
has been lost. And some schools are also
making room for refugees at their overseas
branches. In March, Bard College announced
three full scholarships for Syrian students at
its Berlin campus. Meanwhile, the European
Union recently announced 400 new scholar-
ships for Syrian students, and colleges in
Europe have also started offering financial
aid to refugees. But the demand still far
exceeds what schools can offer. Thousands of
Syrians typically apply for each new batch of
scholarships, said Goodman, the institute’s
president. “We have to try,” he said. “The price
to the world of having a lost generation is
just incalculable, and it’s all bad.”  — AP 

Colleges offer Syrian
refugees a route to US

CLIFTON, New Jersey: Mohamad Bassel Khair holds his son, Sami, 2, as his
wife Lama Alassil takes a photo of them to post on Snapchat at his home on
May 21, 2016. — AP 

PORT OF SPAIN: Venezuelans living in Trinidad and Tobago demonstrate against
Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro as he arrives with a delegation of Venezuelan
ministers on Monday. — AFP 

Baltimore officer cleared 
over Gray custody death
BALTIMORE: A Baltimore police officer involved in the arrest
of Freddie Gray, an African American man who later died in
custody, was acquitted of assault and other charges Monday,
raising questions about whether anyone will be held account-
able for his death. The verdict by a Baltimore judge found
Officer Edward Nero not guilty of four misdemeanors: Second-
degree assault, reckless endangerment and two counts of
misconduct in office.

The 25-year-old Gray was arrested April 12, 2015 after fleeing
police, and suffered a broken spine while being transported in
the back of a Baltimore police van, unsecured and with his
hands and feet bound. He died a week later. Gray’s treatment
and death triggered violent riots in Maryland’s largest city and
fueled a national debate about police brutality.

The six police officers being tried over his death - three white,
including Nero, and three African Americans, including a woman
- claim it was an accident. The first case ended with a hung jury
in December. Nero, whose case is the second to come to court,
chose to be tried by a judge rather than a jury. Baltimore Circuit
Judge Barry Williams said that after he had carefully weighed all
the evidence, “the verdict for each count is not guilty”.

Nero, 30, appeared to wipe his eyes and hugged his attor-
neys after the verdicts were announced. One of his lawyers
said Nero and his family were “elated that this nightmare is
finally over”. “The state’s attorney for Baltimore city rushed to
charge him, as well as the other five officers, completely disre-
garding the facts of the case and the applicable law,” the attor-
ney, Marc Zayon, said in a statement, according to the
Baltimore Sun newspaper. Williams should now reconsider the
remaining cases “and dismiss their charges,” he said. “Like
Officer Nero, these officers have done nothing wrong.” Williams
is black, as are two-thirds of the people of Baltimore, including
its Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake. — AFP 

BALTIMORE: Officer Edward Nero (center) one of six
Baltimore city police officers charged in connection to the
death of Freddie Gray, leaves a courthouse after being
acquitted of all charges in his trial on Monday. — AP 

Venezuela crisis draws 
timid global response

Little international pressure on Maduro

Convention could be ‘messy’: Sanders


