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MELBOURNE: An Australian state yester-
day formally apologized for “shameful” his-
torical laws that saw people jailed for
being gay, admitting the “state-sanctioned
homophobia” ruined lives.  Until 1981 in
Victoria state, thousands of gay men were
convicted and even imprisoned for up to
15 years for offences ranging from bug-
gery and loitering for homosexual purpos-
es to indecency.

Activists said that in some cases, indi-
viduals who would today be treated as vic-
tims of sexual abuse, were instead charged.
“To our knowledge, no jurisdiction in the
world has ever offered a full and formal
apology for laws like these,” Victorian
Premier Daniel Andrews told state parlia-
ment in Melbourne, as the rainbow flag
flew over the building.  

“So please, let these words rest forever
in our records. On behalf of the parliament,
the government and the people of Victoria,
for the laws we passed and the lives we
ruined, and the standards we set, we are so
sorry. Humbly, deeply sorry.” Being gay is
no longer illegal anywhere in Australia.
South Australia state was the first to

decriminalize male homosexuality in 1975,
with Tasmania the last in 1997. Victoria is
the first to apologize, with survivors able to
apply to have their convictions quashed.

“This won’t erase the injustice, but it is
an accurate statement of what I believe
today-that these convictions should never
have happened,” added Andrews, who
described the laws as “nothing less than
official state-sanctioned homophobia”.
Rights groups applauded the formal apolo-
gy. “This apology is a powerful symbolic act
that helps to repair the harm caused by
these unjust laws and affirms the value of
gay, lesbian and bisexual people’s sexuality,”
said the Human Rights Law Centre’s director
of advocacy, Anna Brown. “It’s extremely
pleasing to see the Victorian government
showing leadership on this issue.”

Prominent indigenous Australian Noel
Tovey, who was convicted of buggery near-
ly 60 years ago at the age of 17 years, said
he felt relieved. “It’s good to know at the
age of 83 that I am no longer a criminal in
the eyes of the law and society,” he said.
“The apology ... is really about the young
gay men and women of today.”  — AFP
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DAVAO: Philippine president-elect Rodrigo Duterte (center) meets with Communist Party peace negotiating panel member
Fidel Agcaoili (left) as Salvador Panelo, the Duterte’s incoming spokesman, looks on during a courtesy call in Davao. — AFP 

DAVAO: Explosive incoming Philippine president
Rodrigo Duterte has launched a series of obscenity-
filled attacks on the Catholic Church, branding local
bishops corrupt “sons of w####s” who are to be
blamed for the nation’s fast-growing population.
Duterte also warned the Church, which has a cen-
turies-old tradition of influencing Philippine politics,
that his landslide election win this month showed he
had more power than its leaders and would defy
them by dramatically expanding family planning.

“Don’t f### with me,” Duterte told senior church
figures who had criticized him, delivering his mes-
sage via reporters at a press conference in his home-
town of Davao on Monday night. He defied conven-
tional political wisdom with his huge win in the pres-
idential elections, after an incendiary campaign that
saw his popularity surge on threats to kill tens of
thousands of criminals and vulgar tirades against
establishment figures. Duterte last year called Pope
Francis a “son of a w###e” for causing traffic jams
when he visited Manila, a bold tactic in a nation
where 80 percent of the population is Catholic. Just
before the election, the Catholic Bishops Conference
of the Philippines released a letter advising Filipinos
not to vote for a “morally reprehensible” candidate. 

The letter did not name Duterte, but it was widely
assumed to have been directed at him. Duterte
indeed this week said he was the target. “It is time to
be clear between us. You have been castigating me,
criticizing me,” he said at a press conference on
Sunday in his first post-election tirade against
Church leaders. Duterte then described Filipino bish-
ops as “sons of w####s”, as he accused them of being
corrupt hypocrites and vowed to expose their “sins”.

Battle lines   
Duterte, who admits to serial Viagra-fuelled

adultery against his current partner after having his
first marriage annulled, also blamed the Church for
the nation’s rapid population growth. The Church
has opposed the government giving out contra-
ceptives and teaching family planning. While a law
was passed in 2012 allowing the government to
provide contraceptives, church lobbying helped
influence politicians to cut funding for the program.

Duterte vowed to dramatically expand the pro-
gram after he takes office on June 30, stating he
wanted families to have a maximum of three chil-
dren. He has four children to two mothers. Duterte
has also set himself up for a confrontation with the
Church on another key front, promising to bring
back the death penalty. The Church will not back
down against Duterte on such core issues, one of its
leaders, retired archbishop Oscar Cruz, said yester-
day. “We won’t be quiet... the Church will preach
what it thinks is right,” Cruz said on DZBB radio.

Cruz said the Church leaders would be willing to
talk with Duterte. “The only difficulty is one of the
parties is automatically antagonistic against the
other. How can you have dialogue fairly and
squarely with such an ambience,” Cruz said in
another interview on ABS-CBN television. The
Catholic Church has been a central figure in some
of the Philippines’ most tumultuous political events
of recent times. The then-Manila archbishop,
Cardinal Jaime Sin, was one of the leading figures in
the 1986 “People Power” revolution that overthrew
dictator Ferdinand Marcos.

However the Church has lost power as society

has become more secular, and Duterte’s tirades
against bishops are likely to get a lot of support,
according to Antonio Contreras, a political science
professor at De la Salle University in Manila. “A lot of
ordinary people say it is about time you have to
engage (challenge) the Church and its hypocrisy,”
Contreras said, adding this was the first time an
incoming president had challenged the nation’s
religious elite so forcefully. “This is going to be an
interesting episode. Whether the church will use its
muscle, we will see what happens.” 

Duterte sparks outrage
Meanwhile, plans by the Philippines’ controver-

sial president-elect to give late dictator Ferdinand
Marcos a hero’s burial triggered outrage yesterday,
with martial law victims warning it would white-
wash the strongman’s crimes. Rodrigo Duterte, who
won this month’s elections in a landslide,
announced on Monday he would allow Marcos to
be buried at the Heroes’ Cemetery in Manila, in what
would be another big win for the dictator’s family as
it cements a remarkable political comeback. 

“Burying him at the (cemetery) will whitewash
all crimes he committed against the people and
will send the wrong message to the world: that in
the Philippines, crime pays,” Bonifacio Ilagan, who
was detained and tortured by Marcos forces said.
Ilagan, who heads a group trying to stop the
Marcos family from returning to power, said the
highly emotional and symbolic burial of the dicta-
tor at the cemetery-where the nation’s most
revered war heroes have been laid to rest would
trigger street protests. — Agencies  
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HANOI: By visiting Hiroshima, Barack
Obama parachutes himself into a seemingly
endless dispute among key US allies and
trading partners over World War II. In Tokyo’s
decades-long tug-of-war over history with
its neighbors China and South Korea, it’s the
American president who could end up los-
ing. Many in China and South Korea feel that
Japan got what it deserved when a US
atomic bombs detonated in Hiroshima on
Aug 6, 1945, and in Nagasaki three days lat-
er. They resent what they see as Japan’s
focus on the bomb’s victims instead of the
millions of civilians killed, raped and
enslaved by Japanese troops. 

They worry that the first-ever US presi-
dential visit to Hiroshima will allow Japanese
conservatives, including Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe, to further distance the country
from its wartime sins. Despite this anxiety,
however, there’s also a growing desire to
work with Japan, the world’s No 3 economy,
on diplomacy, security, tourism, culture and
trade. This is especially true in South Korea, a
fellow democracy and US ally. Here, then, is
a look at some of the issues that will roil
beneath the surface as South Korea and
China closely watch Obama’s visit:

Who’s the victim?
It’s complicated: Many in Northeast Asia

claim the role. Japan’s sense of victimhood
stems from the more than 200,000 dead in
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, and from the huge
numbers of civilians killed in US air raids on
major cities in 1945; 100,000 were killed in
the Tokyo firebombing alone. Yet not only
did Japan instigate the Pacific war with its
1941 attack on Pearl Harbor, decades of
colonial and wartime aggression before that
claimed hundreds of thousands of victims in
China and South Korea.

Those killed by the atomic bombs
include an estimated 20,000 Koreans, many
brought to Japan for slave labor. “We (South
Koreans) think we were the real victims. For
China, their pride was hurt a lot because
they think they were in charge before being
badly battered by Japan,” Lee Myon-woo, an
analyst at South Korea’s Sejong Institute,
said. “The Japanese think they also suffered
a lot because of the West. Each country has a
victim mentality ... and it’s not something
that we can easily overcome.”

The White House says Obama isn’t going
to Hiroshima to apologize, but just being
there will be seen that way by many.
Assigning too much importance to the
bomb, critics in Japan’s neighbors argue, dis-
tracts from Tokyo’s current expansion of its
military and the hawkish Abe’s efforts to dis-
tance Japan from its wartime past. Some

also worry that it signals a preference by
Washington for Tokyo over Seoul. “The
United States and Japan ignore our country
a bit,” said Park Jeong-mi, 50, from Seoul. “I
am dissatisfied with the fact that the US
president will visit Japan and also go to the
specific area, Hiroshima, when Japan has not
made an official apology to our country yet”
for its wartime atrocities.

Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman
Hong Lei said recently that Japan, when it
invites leaders to Hiroshima, should reflect
that it “will never tread on the path of mili-
tarism again, as it once brought unspeakable
suffering to its people and (the) people of
Asia and around the world.” Yukio Okamoto, a
former Japanese diplomat, said the Japanese
people simply want Obama to honor the
dead. He said it will “be seen by the Japanese
people as the United States facing for the first
time the incident eye-to-eye.”

What’s at stake?
The White House wants the visit to look

forward, not back. “My purpose is not to sim-
ply revisit the past, but to affirm that inno-
cent people die in a war, on all sides, that we
should do everything we can to try to pro-
mote peace and dialogue around the world,
that we should continue to strive for a world
without nuclear weapons,” Obama told

Japanese public broadcaster NHK in an
interview aired Sunday. Japan and its neigh-
bors, however, could end up interpreting
the trip differently. That holds risks for bur-
geoning cooperation among China, Japan
and South Korea. History disputes have
rarely hurt economic and cultural ties
among the three neighbors, but they have
upset regional security efforts. Seoul, for

instance, has been reticent to directly share
North Korea-related intelligence with Tokyo
because of fear about a domestic backlash
to cooperation with Japan’s military. Both
Beijing and Seoul have sometimes been
accused of using anti-Japan sentiments to
stir up nationalist grievances in order to
push domestic agendas or distract attention
from governing failures. — AP 

TOKYO: Japan is on high-alert ahead of a
Group of Seven summit with thousands of
police on the streets of Tokyo and fanning
out across the country as authorities boost
security to unprecedented levels. The annu-
al event, which takes place on Thursday and
Friday, draws leaders from some of the
world’s richest nations, including US
President Barack Obama and German
Chancellor Angela Merkel. Host Japan said it
is taking no chances in the wake of the Paris
and Brussels terror attacks, and Fukushima’s
operator said yesterday that work at the
crippled nuclear plant would be suspended
during the talks.

Up to 70,000 police are being deployed
before the two-day meeting of the club of
rich nations, with about one-third of the offi-
cers headed to Ise-Shima, an area between
Tokyo and Osaka that is hosting the event.
Thousands of other police will be on hand in
Hiroshima when US President Barack Obama
makes an historic visit to the atomic-bombed
city on Friday, the National Police Agency
said. Dustbins have also been removed or
sealed and use of coin-operated lockers
blocked at train and subway stations in the
capital and areas around the venue site. 

Electronic message boards in train sta-
tions are warning passengers of the elevat-
ed risks and advising them to keep watch
for suspicious activity. Authorities said they
will be keeping a close eye on so-called “soft
targets” such as theatres and stadiums.
There have been few public protests so far

in Japan unlike some previous G7 gather-
ings. Fukushima operator Tokyo Electric
Power told AFP it will also suspend most
work at the site-which was destroyed dur-
ing the 2011 quake-tsunami disaster tomor-
row and Friday. As many as 8,000 employees
are working on decommissioning and other
tasks at the plant.

The company said the measure was not
taken over fears of an attack at the plant
itself, which is hundreds of kilometres (miles)
away from both Tokyo and the G7 venue,
but rather to “minimize the risk of incidents”
that could divert authorities’ attention. “The
summit is happening when there is a very
serious threat of terrorism internationally,”
National Police Agency chief Masahito
Kanetaka said Monday. “Protecting Japanese
people from the risk of terrorist attacks on
soft targets, not only at the summit venue
but also in big cities such as Tokyo, is a key
issue. We will be ready for any incident.”

The March Brussels airport and metro
attacks which killed 32 people are believed
to be the work of jihadists closely linked to
the cell which carried out the November
Paris massacres in which 130 people died.
Japan is unused to incidents of internation-
al terrorism and is seen as a low-risk target
“in normal times”, said security expert Shiro
Kawamoto. “But because of international
events such as the G7 summit and the 2020
Tokyo Olympics, Japan could be a target for
terrorists,” the former senior police agency
official said.  — AFP 

G7 host on ‘high-alert’ 
over terrorism threat

SEOUL: A visitor takes a photo of a display of pictures of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki atomic bombings and aftermath at the Korea Atomic Bomb Victim
Association in Seoul, South Korea.  — AP 

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has sentenced to
death five naval officers for their involve-
ment in a deadly attack on a Karachi dock-
yard in 2014, the father of one of the men
and their lawyer said yesterday.  The
September 2014 attack on the Pakistan Navy
Shipyard (PNS) Zulfiqar left one Pakistani
officer and three attackers dead, while seven
sailors were wounded.  Reports in Pakistan’s
Dawn and the Wall Street Journal later said
the militants wanted to hijack a frigate in
order to attack US Navy patrol vessels in the
northwest Indian Ocean.

“My son has informed me that a naval
court has awarded him and four other offi-
cers the death penalty for charges such as
having links with the militant Islamic State
group (IS), mutiny, hatching a conspiracy
and carrying weapons in the dockyard,”
said Saeed Ahmed, a retired army major
and father of one of the convicted men,
sub-lieutenant Hammad Ahmed.  The
alleged ties to IS contradicts the Pakistani
Taleban’s claim of responsibility at the time.
Al Qaeda’s then newly-formed South Asia

chapter also claimed responsibility. Al-
Qaeda and the Pakistani Taleban have car-
ried out joint operations for years, but both
are hostile to the Islamic State group which
is an upstart in the region.

Ahmed added his son was convicted on
April 12 but he only became aware of it last
week when he visited him in prison. “My
son was denied the right to a fair trial,” he
said. Ahmed’s lawyer Inam-ur-Rahim told
AFP that his client was preparing to file an
appeal but so far had not been given docu-
mentation relating to the case by the mili-
tary court, including the charge sheet.
When contacted for comment, a senior
navy official did not explicitly confirm the
sentences or whether a trial had taken
place, but said: “Such actions were part of
the National Action Plan (NAP) to purge
the country of terrorists.” Pakistan launched
a countrywide campaign against militancy
called the National Action Plan starting in
2015 after a deadly Taleban attack on a
Peshawar school left more than 150 peo-
ple-mostly children-dead. — AFP 

Pakistan sentences five to 
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HO CHI MINH CITY:  US President
Barack Obama chided Vietnam on
political freedoms yesterday after
critics of the communist-run gov-
ernment were prevented from
meeting him in Hanoi, a discordant
note on a trip otherwise steeped in
words of amity between the former
foes. Tens of thousands turned out
to welcome Obama on the second
leg of his visit, to Ho Chi Minh City,
which was called Saigon until North
Vietnamese tanks rolled into the
city in Apri l  1975 to bring US-
backed South Vietnam under com-
munist rule.

Many in the crowd that lined the
streets chanted “Obama, Obama” as
his motorcade arrived to visit the
century-old Jade Emperor Pagoda.
Some held handwritten signs read-
ing, “Obama, we love you”, and one
woman held a boy dressed in a
Captain America costume, complete
with shield. Underlining the impor-
tance of the growing economic ties
between the two former foes,

Obama held an open forum with
young entrepreneurs and laid out
the benefits of the Trans-Pacific
Partnership ( TPP) trade pact

between 12 Pacific Rim countries.
But the high point of his visit was

on Monday, with his announcement
that Washington is scrapping its

embargo on the sale of lethal arms
to Vietnam. That clears the biggest
hurdle remaining between two
countries drawn together by con-
cern over China’s military build-up.
Critics said that by removing the
ban, a vestige of the Vietnam War,
Washington had put concerns about
Beijing’s assertiveness in the South
China Sea first and given up a critical
lever to press Hanoi for improve-
ments in human rights.

‘Freedoms still a concern’
One prominent intellectual,

Nguyen Quang A, told Reuters that
about 10 policemen had come to
his house at 6:30 a.m. and put him
in a car that was driven out of the
capital until Obama was about to
leave. An outspoken lawyer, Ha Huy
Son, said he was also stopped from
joining a meeting Obama held with
six other civil  society leaders.
Human Rights Watch said a journal-
ist who was also invited had been
arrested on Monday. — Reuters

US president prods Vietnam on rights 
Rapturous welcome for Obama in former Saigon 

HO CHI MINH CITY: President Barack Obama visits the Jade Emperor
Pagoda with Thich Minh Thong, abbot of the Jade Emperor Pagoda
in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam yesterday. The Jade Emperor Pagoda is
one of the most notable and most visited cultural destinations in Ho
Chi Minh City. — AP 

Obama’s Hiroshima trip parachutes him into history disputes


