
SYDNEY: Melbourne Cup-winning jockey Michelle Payne underwent surgery
yesterday for internal abdominal injuries after falling during a race and com-
plaining of acute pain, racing officials said.  Australia’s Payne-the first woman
to win the 155-year-old Melbourne Cup underwent surgery at Melbourne’s
The Alfred hospital after tumbling from her horse Dutch Courage at Mildura
in the northwest of Victoria state on Monday.  She was taken to hospital in
Mildura for scans after complaining of acute abdominal pain before being
transferred to The Alfred for further tests, said Victorian Jockeys
Association chief executive Des O’Keeffe. “Doctors have per-
formed a number of tests and scans on Michelle today after she
complained of acute abdominal pain,” O’Keeffe told AFP.  “She’s
actually undergone surgery here at The Alfred Hospital on her
abdomen on some (internal) injuries there,” he said, adding
that the operation had gone ahead “without complication
and she’s done well in recovery”.  “Doctors advise they are
happy with the outcome but they will monitor her really
closely over the next few days.” The 30-year-old was in seri-
ous but stable condition and expected to remain in hospi-
tal for at least a week, O’Keeffe said.— AFP 

S PORTS
WEDNESDAY, MAY 25, 2016

PARIS: Some 23,000 police will be deployed for the Tour de
France, Interior Minister Bernard Cazeneuve said yesterday, as
the world’s premier cycling race takes place under the post-
attacks state of emergency. For the first time, members of the
elite GIGN paramilitary police will be stationed along the
route, “ready to intervene at any moment if needed,”
Cazeneuve said after meeting with the organizers near Paris.
The race takes place from July 2 to 24, and this year covers a
route of 3,519 kilometers. “Everyone understands that this
year the Tour de France is taking place in a particular context,”
said Cazeneuve, stressing that the “terrorist threat” remains
“very high”. France introduced a state of emergency following
the November jihadist attacks in Paris that killed 130 people,
giving police greater powers of arrest and detention. Last
week, parliament confirmed a two-month extension of the
state of emergency to cover next month’s Euro 2016 football
tournament as well as the Tour de France. The race, which has
been running nearly continuously since 1903, draws up to 12
million spectators along the route. — AFP 

Nervous France to deploy 

23,000 police for ‘Le Tour’

LONDON: Rory McIlroy took a long time to decide he would represent Ireland at
the 2016 Rio Olympics but the 27-year-old world number three could now miss
golf’s return to the Games after a 112-year absence because of concerns over the
Zika virus. The Northern Irishman had threatened to skip the Olympics as he ago-
nized over representing Great Britain or Ireland in Brazil but after opting for the
latter in 2014, the mosquito-borne disease may lead the four-times major winner
to avoid the Games. First detected in Brazil last year, Zika has been linked in that
country to more than 1,300 cases of microcephaly, a rare birth defect defined by

unusually small heads and something that is clearly a major concern for
McIlroy. “There’s going to be a point in the next couple of years

where we (McIlroy and fiancÈe Erica Stoll) are going to have to
think about starting a family,” McIlroy told the British media
after winning the Irish Open over the weekend. “Right now I’m

ready to go but I don’t want anything to affect that.” Three-time
major winner Vijay Singh and Australian golfer Marc Leishman have

both withdrawn from the Rio Games due to concerns over the virus
but McIlroy remains optimistic over his participation as he contin-

ues to monitor the situation. — Reuters
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LOS ANGELES: Clayton Kershaw tossed a two-
hitter for his third shutout of the season, pitch-
ing the Los Angeles Dodgers past Cincinnati 1-
0 Monday night for their eighth straight win
over the Reds. Kershaw (7-1) struck out seven,
ending his franchise-record streak of six starts
in a row with at least 10 strikeouts. He gave
the bullpen some much-needed rest after the
Dodgers used a combined 13 relievers in con-
secutive extra-inning games at San Diego last
weekend. The left-hander retired his final 17
batters after issuing just his fifth walk of the
season to Joey Votto leading off the fourth.
Kershaw threw 102 pitches. The Dodgers won
back-to-back games for the first time since
taking three in a row May 12-14. They needed
just 2 hours, 11 minutes, to beat the Reds after
outlasting San Diego in 5:47 on Sunday.
Brandon Finnegan (1-3) allowed five hits in his
first career complete game for Cincinnati. The
left-hander, who struck out two and walked
four, hasn’t won since April 16.

GIANTS 1, PADRES 0
Brandon Belt scored from first base when

pinch-hitter Hunter Pence’s bloop double to
short right field fell between two San Diego
players with two outs in the bottom of the
ninth inning to give San Francisco the win.
Johnny Cueto (7-1) allowed two hits in his
third complete-game win over the Padres this
season. The right-hander struck out six and
didn’t walk a batter while becoming the first
Giants pitcher since Jason Schmidt in 2004 to
win seven times in his first 10 starts. Cueto
appeared headed for a no-decision before
Pence’s game-ending hit. Belt led off the ninth
with a single against Brad Hand (1-1). Brandon
Crawford and Gregor Blanco both struck out
swinging before Pence lofted a shallow fly on
a 1-1 pitch. The ball dropped between right
fielder Matt Kemp and second baseman Alexi
Amarista as they chased in vain

METS 7, NATIONALS 1
David Wright, Yoenis Cespedes and Neil

Walker homered on the day Mets slugger
Lucas Duda went on the disabled list, leading
New York past Washington. Pitching on the
eve of his 43rd birthday, Bartolo Colon (4-3)
allowed one run and five hits in seven efficient
innings. Baseball’s oldest player struck out two
and walked two. With Duda out at least four to
six weeks with a stress fracture in his lower
back, Mets manager Terry Collins acknowl-
edged it will take a committee approach to

replace his power. Point taken, as Wright hit a
three-run shot off Nationals starter Gio
Gonzalez (3-2) during a five-run third inning,
and Cespedes and Walker went back-to-back
in the fifth. Asdrubal Cabrera also drove in a
run with the Mets’ fifth consecutive hit in the
third, and fill-in first baseman Eric Campbell
produced another with a sacrifice fly.

MARLINS 7, RAYS 6
Ichiro Suzuki had four hits, including a sin-

gle in Miami’s two-run eighth inning, and the
Marlins rallied past Tampa Bay. The 42-year-old
Suzuki has 10 hits in the past three games to
raise his average to .417 and increase his
career hit total to 2,960. Struggling Marlins
slugger Giancarlo Stanton put the ball in play
in all three at-bats and reached on a single and
walk. Marcell Ozuna had three hits for Miami,
including his ninth homer. The Marlins trailed

6-5 in the eighth, but their first two hitters sin-
gled off Erasmo Ramirez (6-2). Pinch hitter
Cole Gillespie’s sacrifice fly tied the game, and
Suzuki singled to put runners on the corners
with one out. Martin Prado then hit a one-
hopper that deflected off the glove of reliever
Alex Colome. He had to settle for an out at first

as the go-ahead run scored. David Phelps (3-2)
pitched a perfect eighth. AJ Ramos pitched
around a one-out single in the ninth for his
14th save.

CARDINALS 4, CUBS 3
Randal Grichuck hit a tiebreaking solo

homer in the ninth to lift St Louis past
Chicago. Matt Adams tied the score with a
two-run homer off in the seventh for St Louis’
major league-leading ninth pinch-hit homer
of the season. It also ended a streak of 13
innings of one-run pitching by Chicago starter
John Lackey against his former team. Grichuk
drove a 2-2 pitch off of Adam Warren (3-1) for
the win. Trevor Rosenthal (2-1) pitched a
scoreless ninth. The Cubs’ Ben Zobrist had
three singles and a walk, extending his streak
to 29 starts with reaching safely. He is hitting
.387 during that span.

ANGELS 2, RANGERS 0
Albert Pujols hit a two-run home run, the

569th of his career, and Nick Tropeano threw 6
2/3 strong innings to help Los Angeles beat
Texas. The Angels have won eight of their last
11 games. Pujols’ homer in the third inning

tied him for 12th in career homers with Rafael
Palmeiro. Tropeano (3-2) allowed four hits and
one walk while striking out six. He has held
opponents to two runs or fewer in seven of
nine starts and lowered his ERA to 2.86. Texas’
Derek Holland (3-4) pitched 6 2/3 innings,
matching his longest outing of the season,
and allowed two runs on seven hits. Joe Smith
earned his sixth save of the season.

TIGERS 5, PHILLIES 4
Miguel Cabrera hit two of Detroit’s four solo

homers, then scored the tiebreaking run on
Victor Martinez’s seventh-inning single to lift
the Detroit past Philadelphia. JD Martinez and
Nick Castellanos also homered for Detroit,
which has won seven of eight. Maikel Franco
and Tommy Joseph hit solo shots for the
Phillies, who fell to 14-4 in one-run games this
season. Cabrera, who is 6 for 6 over his last two
games, doubled with one out in the seventh.
After moving to third on a wild pitch, he
scored on Victor Martinez’s hit off Colton
Murray (0-1). Justin Wilson (1-1) got the win in
relief for Detroit, and Francisco Rodriguez
struck out two in a perfect ninth for his 13th
save in 14 chances.

WHITE SOX 7, INDIANS 6, 1ST GAME
INDIANS 5, WHITE SOX 1, 2ND GAME

Rajai Davis’ two-run homer in the fifth
inning of the second game put Cleveland
ahead to stay, Jose Ramirez hit his second long
ball of the day and Juan Uribe also went deep
and the Indians earned a split of their double-
header with the Chicago White Sox. Davis’ shot
to left field off Erik Johnson (0-2) on a 3-0 fast-
ball snapped a 1-all tie. That was enough
offense for Cody Anderson (1-3), who struck
out a career-best nine over seven innings as
the Indians snapped a three-game skid. In the
opener, Brett Lawrie broke a fifth-inning tie
with a three-run homer, Todd Frazier hit his
14th of the season and the White Sox held on
for a 7-6 victory. Ramirez homered on the last
pitch he saw in the opener and the first of the
second game for Cleveland, which finished the
day with six homers. Austin Jackson added
three hits and two RBIs, Mat Latos (6-1)
allowed three runs over six innings in the first
game, and David Robertson pitched a hitless
ninth for his 12th save. Marlon Byrd’s two-run
homer in the fifth off Latos tied it at 3 a half-
inning before Lawrie sent Mike Clevinger’s
fastball into the left-field seats. Clevinger (0-1)
gave up seven hits over five innings in his sec-

ond big league start. Mike Napoli had a solo
homer and an RBI groundout.

PIRATES 6, ROCKIES 3
Pirates starter Ryan Vogelsong was carted

off the field after getting struck in the head by
a pitch in the second inning of Pittsburgh’s
win over Colorado. With the bases loaded and
Pittsburgh leading 1-0, Rockies starter Jordan
Lyles (1-2) hit Vogelsong in the left cheek with
a 92 mph fastball. Vogelson was making his
second start of the season, filling in because of
a rainout Sunday. The Pirates later said he was
admitted to the hospital for injuries to his left
eye. Vogelsong was replaced by Wilfredo
Boscan (1-0), who got the win in relief. Besides
hitting Vogelsong, the right-hander walked
three, allowed two stolen bases, threw a wild
pitch and gave up six runs over 2 1/3 innings.

ROYALS 10, TWINS 4
Salvador Perez had a career-high five hits,

including a double, a triple and an RBI, to lead
Kansas City past Minnesota. Paulo Orlando
added three hits and two RBIs in the rain-
delayed game for the Royals, who put All-Star
outfielder Alex Gordon on the disabled list
earlier in the day with a fractured right wrist.
Ricky Nolasco (1-3) gave up six runs on eight
hits and struck out three in 2 2/3 innings for
the Twins (11-33), who have the worst record
in the majors. Peter Moylan (1-0) picked up the
win in relief of Ian Kennedy, who gave up two
runs on five hits in 3 1/3 innings of a start that
had to be cut short thanks to the 41-minute
rain delay in the third inning.

ATHLETICS 5, MARINERS 0
Rich Hill pitched eight innings to win his

fourth straight start, Stephen Vogt hit a leadoff
homer in the seventh inning to snap a score-
less tie and Oakland ended a four-game skid.
Taijuan Walker (2-4) held the A’s to two hits
through six innings, but then Vogt opened the
seventh by driving a 3-1 pitch deep over the
right field wall for his fourth homer. Hill (7-3)
allowed six hits over the first three innings,
then retired 14 consecutive batters before
Chris Taylor’s bloop single to shallow center
with one out in the eighth. Hill allowed eight
hits, struck out six and walked none, throwing
81 of 107 pitches for strikes. The A’s broke it
open with four unearned runs in the eighth,
aided by two throwing errors from shortstop
Taylor, called up Sunday to replace injured
Ketel Marte.— AP 

Kershaw lifts Dodgers over Reds

TEXAS: Texas Rangers Elvis Andrus (1) dives back to first base against Los Angeles Angels first baseman Albert Pujols (5) during the ninth inning of a baseball game on Monday, May 23, 2016. — AP 

MLB Results/Standings

American League

Eastern Division

W L PCT GB      

Baltimore 26 16 .619 -       
Boston 27 17 .614 -       
NY Yankees 21 22 .488 5.5   
Toronto 22 24 .478 6       
Tampa Bay 20 22 .476 6       

Central Division

Chicago White Sox 27 19 .587 -       
Cleveland 23 20 .535 2.5   
Kansas City 23 21 .523 3       
Detroit 22 22 .500 4       
Minnesota 11 33 .250 15      

Western Division

Seattle 26 18 .591 -       
Texas 25 20 .556 1.5   
LA Angels 21 24 .467 5.5   
Oakland 20 26 .435 7       
Houston 17 28 .378 9.5   

National League

Eastern Division

Washington 27 18 .600 -       
NY Mets 26 18 .591 0.5   
Philadelphia 25 20 .556 2       
Miami 23 21 .523 3.5   
Atlanta 12 31 .279 14      

Central Division

Chicago Cubs 29 14 .674 -       
Pittsburgh 24 19 .558 5       
St. Louis 24 21 .533 6       
Milwaukee 18 26 .409 11.5  
Cincinnati 15 30 .333 15      

Western Division

San Francisco 28 19 .596 -       
LA Dodgers 23 23 .500 4.5   
Colorado 21 22 .488 5       
Arizona 21 25 .457 6.5   
San Diego 19 27 .413 8.5

Pittsburgh 6, Colorado 3; Chicago White Sox 7, Cleveland 6; NY Mets 7, Washington 1; Detroit 5, Philadelphia 4;
Miami 7, Tampa Bay 6; LA Angels 2, Texas 0; Cleveland 5, Chicago White Sox 1; Kansas City 10, Minnesota 4; St.
Louis 4, Chicago Cubs 3; LA Dodgers 1, Cincinnati 0; Oakland 5, Seattle 0; San Francisco 1, San Diego 0.


