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Red Star Belgrade triumph - Yugoslav glory and requiem

BELGRADE: Dragan Dzajic hid his eyes before
the last shot in Red Star Belgrade’s European
Cup final 25 years ago and opened them to
joyous celebrations, but the triumph would
soon turn sour. Darko Pancev scored a fifth
penalty to secure the Yugoslav side a 5-3
shootout win over Olympique Marseille of
France. Djajic, who was Red Star’s technical
director at the time, had planned for that win
on May 29, 1991 to launch a new era of domi-
nation of European football. 

But history dictated otherwise. Red Star
Belgrade was built around a team of stars from
different republics in the communist federa-
tion that was on the road to collapse.
Goalkeeper-captain Stevan Stojanovic, who
saved Manuel Amoros’s penalty, was a Kosovo-
Serb, l ike coach Ljubo Petrovic. Refik
Sabanovic was a Bosnian, Pancev from
Macedonia, Robert Prosinecki from Croatia,
Dejan Savicevic from Montenegro.

Dzajic said the tension of the moment at
the Stadio San Nicola in Bari left him exhaust-
ed. After Pancev’s decisive penalty, he opened
his eyes to fall into the arms of coach Petrovic.
The European title had eluded Dzajic as a play-
er and he was one of the best to ever come
out of Yugoslavia. But he had been building
this generation of new players for five years to
win the European Cup, now the Champions
League. He was expecting a long reign.  “That
was the plan,” he said. “Red Star has been

working for a long time to reach the top and
when it was reached, the country vanished,” he
added. On the eve of the Bari match, at anoth-
er stadium at Kranjceviceva street in the
Croatian capital Zagreb, the Croatian National
Guard staged its first parade.

‘Nasty things will happen’ 
On June 25, 1991, Croatia and Slovenia

proclaimed independence from Yugoslavia, in
moves opposed by Belgrade which controlled
the Yugoslav army. The multi-ethnic federa-
tion founded by Josip Broz Tito after World
War II  imploded in wars that up to 1999
claimed more than 130,000 lives, mostly civil-
ians. “The players had no idea that the coun-
try would disappear,” Dzajic said. “We were
only thinking about sport,” said Stojanovic.
Others had an inkling of what was happening
in the country however.

Stojanovic remembered a club official
whom he had spoken with about an offer from
Belgian side Antwerp. “He replied: ‘Kids, there
is nothing here anymore. “Very nasty things
will happen. Go to find work elsewhere.’ “A
team that we have been budling for five years
disappeared overnight.” “We had plans, we
wanted to sign Davor Suker from Dinamo
Zagreb,” recalled Petrovic. Suker wanted to
move as well. Lubovic was aiming to “rule two,
three years in European football.” “We had no
problems to attract players from across the

country, Muslims and Croats. We selected the
best,” Dzajic said. The club, where he remains
the top scorer, is now only a shadow of what it
once was. The same as its Marakana stadium
with its huge 100,000 capacity.

Arkan’s shadow
The graffiti on the walls of the stadium with

paint peeling off, are in contrast with the leg-
endary games of Dzajic or Dragan Stojkovic,
or the history of the club founded in 1945 by
anti-fascist youth. “Justice for Uros” reads one,
referring to a hooligan jailed after beating
and seriously injuring a policeman. Another
portrays a hooded hooligan wielding a stick.
Above the stadium is a colonnaded house in
neo-kitsch style. It is the home of Serbian
warlord Zeljko ‘Arkan’ Raznatovic, killed in
2000. Before becoming a paramilitary leader
Arkan led ‘Delije’, fans of the northern stand.
Among them he recruited some of his ‘Tigers’,
notorious paramilitaries who led ethnic
cleansing campaigns during the wars in
Bosnia, Croatia and Kosovo. Red Star have just
won their 27th Yugoslav or Serbian national
title.  However, not many are interested. It was
won in empty stadiums against insignificant
rivals. Serbia’s football and Red Star, its most
prominent representative, have never returned
to the glorious days of the 1990s. “I cannot
believe that I am watching matches that I do
after having played and watched the matches

that I had played in and watched,” sighed Dzajic.
“We only have this title. If Yugoslavia had sur-
vived, there would have been others,” he insist-

ed. The 69-year-old concluded that “no compa-
ny lost as much as Red Star” with the disappear-
ance of Yugoslavia.— AFP 

APULIA, Italy: File photo taken on May 29, 1991 shows Red Star Belgrade’s players cele-
brating after winning the European Champions Cup final football match between
Olympique de Marseille and Belgrade in Bari. — AFP 

ST LOUIS: Jake Allen #34 of the St Louis Blues makes a save against Joe Thornton #19 of the San Jose Sharks as Colton Parayko #55 of the St
Louis Blues and Carl Gunnarsson #4 defend during the 2016 NHL Stanley Cup Playoffs on May 23, 2016. — AFP 

ST LOUIS: San Jose captain Joe Pavelski scored the
tying and go-ahead goals to lift the Sharks to a 6-3
win at St Louis on Monday, giving them a 3-2 lead in
the NHL Western Conference finals. The Sharks host
Game 7 today and are in a prime position to advance
to the Stanley Cup decider. “His ability to get his stick
on pucks in front of the net from different angles is as
good as anybody I’ve ever seen,” coach Peter DeBoer
said. “His biggest asset is he works at it.” With the
Sharks trailing by a goal, Pavelski tied the game late
in the second period and then scored the go-ahead
goal in the opening minute of the third.  “You play a
good game like that, you want to ride that,” Pavelski
said. “Everyone’s played a key role so far and it’s
going to have to continue.”

Joel Ward also scored twice, including one of two
empty-netters, in the final minute for San Jose, while
Joe Thornton had three assists. Pavelski leads all play-
ers in the playoffs with 12 goals and has three two-
goal games, one in each series. The Sharks’ captain
added an assist and is tied with teammate Logan
Couture for the postseason points lead, each with a
franchise-record 21 points.  Rookie Robby Fabbri
scored and David Backes had an assist for St. Louis.
Both were questionable coming off injuries in Game
4. But star forward Vladimir Tarasenko was silent
again. Tarasenko was minus-2 with one shot and is
scoreless in the series after getting seven goals and
13 points in the first two rounds.  “He’s struggled this
series,” Blues coach Ken Hitchcock said. “He hasn’t
gotten the looks that he normally gets. But he’s one
shift away from breaking it open.” The Blues are just
4-6 at home in the postseason, and failed to hold
leads of 2-1 and 3-2 in Game 5. They’re 6-3 on the
road and need another win to bring the series home
for Game 7. “We did it in Game 4,” Backes said. “Now,
we’ve got to go in there and do it again.”

The Sharks were 2 for 3 on the power play after
previously being 2 for 15 in the series.  The Sharks
scored first on Marc-Edouard Vlasic’s first goal of the
postseason from the point at 3:51 of the first period.
St Louis’ Jaden Schwartz snapped a 13-game goal
drought to tie it on a rebound at 7:04 of the first. Troy
Brouwer batted in a rebound from midair for St Louis
and Ward scored a similar goal for San Jose with his
first of the game. Brouwer leads St Louis with eight
goals in 19 games this postseason after totaling sev-
en in his first 78 playoff games.

Pavelski was left alone in the slot on a power play
at 18:33 of the second and beat Jake Allen to tie it at
3-3. He redirected Brent Burns’ drive from the point
16 seconds into the third to put the Sharks in front to
stay. San Jose goalie Martin Jones allowed three
goals on the Blues’ first 13 shots, but stopped all sev-
en shots in the third period. “He’s a great goalie,”
defenseman Roman Polak said. “He’s mentally strong.
No matter what happened in the first or second, it
doesn’t matter.” Blues goalie Jake Allen made 21
saves in his second straight start. Hitchcock said he
hadn’t decided whether Allen or Brian Elliott would
start in Game 6.—AP 

Sharks on the brink;

Blues overpowered

GENEVA: Inside a non-descript concrete
building in a Swiss parking lot lies evidence
that could take down dozens of Olympic
athletes. The anti-doping laboratory in
Lausanne holds the stored urine and blood
samples from the 2008 and 2012 Olympics
that are being retested with improved
techniques to catch drug cheats who
escaped detection at the time and to keep
them out of this summer’s games in Rio de
Janeiro. So far, 31 unidentified athletes in
six sports from 12 countries have been
caught during retests of samples from the
2008 Beijing Games. Results on tests of 250
samples from the 2012 London Olympics
will be known soon. Some things to know
about the retesting program:

The Lausanne lab
It’s officially called the Swiss Laboratory

for Doping Analyses, or by its French
acronym LAD. It’s one of 34 labs around the
globe accredited by the World Anti-Doping
Agency and is affiliated with the University
Hospital of Lausanne. The lab is located in a
drab building near a small Coop supermar-
ket, beside a main road and at the end of
the M2 metro line. Visitors have to be
buzzed in to take the elevator up the three-
story building. The lab director is Martial
Saugy, a Swiss scientist with long hair and a
soul patch above his chin that gives him
the look of a jazz musician. Saugy and his
lab have often been caught up in major
doping cases. Lawyers for Lance Armstrong
tried to undermine Saugy’s evidence about
the cyclist’s suspect samples from the 2001
Tour de Suisse. Saugy also met with
Armstrong’s entourage ahead of the 2002
Tour de France when he was a witness for
anti-doping authorities in their case
against the American rider.

The Russian connection
Links between Russia and the Lausanne

lab were questioned by the World Anti-
Doping Agency inquiry team that detailed
state-sponsored cheating in a report last
November. Panel chairman Dick Pound said
the lab did not have a convincing explana-
tion for destroying 67 samples that were
sent from Moscow in 2013. An inquiry wit-
ness in Russia implicated Moscow lab direc-
tor Grigory Rodchenkov in a plot to retain
clean samples for 67 athletes ahead of the
London Olympics. If any of the athletes lat-
er produced a positive sample, it would be
replaced by their clean sample and the ath-
lete would pay Rodchenkov.

In late 2012, WADA asked for all 67 sam-
ples to be retested in Lausanne. One tested
positive for low levels of a banned sub-
stance, 54 were clean and 12 had too little
volume for proper testing. The Lausanne
lab destroyed the samples after a standard
three-month storage period despite a
request from WADA to keep them. An
investigation by the Lausanne hospital,
opened within days of the Pound report,
cleared the lab of wrongdoing.
Rodchenkov is now at the center of a scan-
dal over Russian doping at the 2014 Winter
Olympics in Sochi. He says he helped
Russian athletes dope before Sochi and

switched their tainted samples for clean
ones during the games. Sochi samples are
also stored at the Lausanne lab and the
International Olympic Committee says it
plans to retest those as well.

Sample process
By the end of any Olympics, IOC testers

are in control of as many as 5,000 urine
samples. Samples are divided into “A” and
“B” bottles, and the “B” samples are avail-
able in case they’re needed to corroborate
a positive result in the “A” bottle. The initial
tests take place in the lab located in the
Olympic city. Because of the huge number
of samples and tests that need to be con-
ducted in a short period of time, not every
sample is tested for every drug. Experts
take educated guesses on which set of ath-
letes are more likely to use certain drugs
and run the according tests.

‘Chain of custody’
After those tests, the leftover urine is

placed into a cargo container that’s refrig-
erated, then loaded on an airplane that
goes to Geneva. From there, the samples
are transported to the lab in Lausanne and
stored in a large vault, where they can be
stored in a locked freezer at one of two
temperatures - minus 20 or minus 80
Celsius, depending on the type of freezers
the lab buys. “Chain of custody” is a critical
part of the anti-doping process, and every
time the bottles change hands, or loca-
tions, forms must be filled out to acknowl-
edge who has been in contact with the
bottles. A missing link in that process can
invalidate a positive test. Under new rules,
the IOC can hold the bottles for up to 10
years, and can thaw the urine for a retest
any time during that window.

The limit was recently raised from eight
years, which gives scientists more time to
identify new drugs, then develop new tests
to identify them. Also, scientists can devel-
op more sensitive tests for metabolites -
residue - of known drugs that are found in
urine. And, if a test for a certain drug wasn’t
completed at the Olympics, it can be done
in a retest years later. “The anti-doping guys
have an arsenal that they don’t make pub-
lic,” said Tom Brenna, a Cornell University
professor and an expert on anti-doping
laboratories. An example Brenna gave was
the discovery of a test for plastic residue
from the bags some cyclists used for EPO-
laden blood transfusions. Because EPO has
been notoriously difficult to detect, the test
for the “plasticizer” gave the drug-fighters a
back-door method to prove someone was
using the drug.

Medal reallocation
The IOC is notifying the 12 national

Olympic committees whose athletes have
been caught in the Beijing retests. Names
and details have been kept confidential for
legal reasons. If athletes are found guilty of
doping and stripped of medals, any reallo-
cation won’t take place immediately. The
IOC will retest the samples of those athletes
who stand to move up in the medals to
make sure they were clean.—AP

BRUSSELS: In this file photo Anna Chicherova from Russia competes at the women’s high
jump at Brussels’ King Baudouin stadium, Belgium. The coach of 2012 Olympic high
jump champion Anna Chicherova, Yevgeny Zagorulko, told Russian state news agency
Tass, the Russian athlete is suspected of doping at the 2008 Beijing Games. —AP 

A look at the retests of 

Olympic drug samples

BERLIN: Japan’s Hiroshi Hoketsu will miss out on
a chance to become the oldest ever Olympian at
Rio due to his horse’s ill health but the 75-year-
old remains hopeful of establishing the record at
Tokyo 2020, some 56 years after his first Games.
Hoketsu, who made his Olympic debut in show
jumping at the 1964 Tokyo Games before turning
to dressage and riding in the 2008 Beijing
Olympics and 2012 London Games, said a spot in
Tokyo would see his career come full circle. “If I
can do it and be in Tokyo, that would be marvel-
lous,” Hoketsu told Reuters in an interview, days
after he conceded defeat in his bid to reach Rio.
“Four years from now I will be 79 and I have to
see if it will still be physically possible.”

Hoketsu’s 2012 appearance made him the
third oldest Olympian, with Swedish shooter
Oscar Swahn currently the oldest when he com-
peted at the 1920 Antwerp Games aged 72.
Instead of being in Rio this August, the soft-spo-
ken Hoketsu, who has lived in Europe for 13
years, will be treating his horse Brioni W for a
nagging cough and watching from afar with his
hopes of a fourth Games appearance dashed for
now. “That’s life, you can’t do anything about it,”
Hoketsu, who rode Whisper in 2008 and 2012,
said. “I am sorry for myself, ok, but that is the situ-
ation.” Brioni W, a 15-year-old gelding acquired a
few months ago as Hoketsu focused on finding a
competitive partner for Rio, developed a cough
recently that would make combining proper
treatment and attempting to qualify impossible.
“When a horse coughs they stretch their neck
and put the head down,” the Germany-based

horseman said. “When he starts coughing you
cannot ride. When they start coughing during
the competition you have to give up,” he added,
opting to treat his horse without the burden of
competing in Olympic qualifiers.

This, however, is not the first Olympic setback
for the retired former pharmaceutical company
executive, nicknamed the “Hope of Old Men” in
the Asian media. After swapping show-jumping
for dressage in his mid-thirties, Hoketsu made
the cut for the 1988 Seoul Olympics but after
making the trip to the South Korean capital with
his horse, was ruled out of the Games due to
quarantine problems. In 2003, he moved to
Europe and started competing internationally,
improving his chances of a dressage spot on
Japan’s Olympic team and earning two more
Games appearances in 2008 and 2012. “I left my
business at 63 and I decided to move to
Germany to compete internationally,” he added.

Despite the Rio Games disappointment,
Hoketsu is not prepared to bury his Olympics
dreams just yet and has cast an eye on Tokyo.
“My strongest motivation is the feeling I get from
riding every day and that I can say, ‘ok, it looks
like I am making some progress in riding’. That’s
my biggest motivation,” he said. The Tokyo native
is already fairly certain which horse could be
ready by then. “It won’t be Brioni W, he is going
to be too old,” he said. “But another horse I have,
that one could be it.” With 44 years separating
Hoketsu’s first and second Games, few will be
betting against him making his fourth Olympics
in four years time.— Reuters

Septuagenarian dreams 

of Tokyo after Rio blow

Handout photo released by RIO2016 of the Olympic torch as it visits the Chapada
Diamantina National Park in the Northeast Brazilian state of Bahia, ahead of the 2016 Rio
Olympic Games. — AFP 


