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Red Bull’s Neymar Jrs Five final tournament 
One team to represent Kuwait at World Final in Brazil

KUWAIT: Red Bull’s Neymar Jr Five
will be hosting its final tournament
tomorrow at Al Kout Mall after 8 qual-
ifiers alive with excitement which
took place throughout May. The 16
qualified teams will compete during
Kuwait ’s final tournament out of
which the winning team will be flying
to Brazil to represent Kuwait in the
world final. The side who comes out
on top in the World Final will win an
extra special prize; the chance to
meet Neymar Jr and watch a Barca
match at the Camp Nou in the VIP
area.  In Kuwait and in partnership
with Nissan, Shop & Ship, Acqua Eva,
Sun & Sand Spor ts and Instituto
Projeto Neymar Jr, eight qualifiers
gave 128 teams the opportunity to
participate in this global competition
starting with Hassan Abul football,
Goal! Football fields in Fahaheel, Al
Shaab, Al Jahra and Kuwait University
Adailiya towards the final at Al Kout
Mall. Neymar Jr has teamed up with
Red Bull to create a 5-a-side street
football competition in more than 35
countries around the world - a cham-
pionship open to amateur and semi-
professional footballers aged
between the age of 16 and 25. The
tournament was contested first at a
local level, then in a national final
and will be concluded in a global
f inal  in Praia Grande, Sao Paulo,
where the Brazil and Barcelona star’s
career started.

Neymar Jr’s Five features one twist
compared to normal 5-a-side football
- every time a team scores, the oppo-
sition loses a player. The games will
last for ten minutes, however, if a
team manages to eliminate all players
on the other side, they take the victo-
ry before the full time ends. “I always
dreamed of putting on my own signa-
ture tournament and invite the best
teams over to my hometown. I’m real-
ly looking forward to seeing what
these players can do and have a great
time doing it,” said Neymar Jr.

The top 4 players that Neymar Jr.

would team up with in a 5-a-side
football. To celebrate the launch of
Neymar Jr’s new signature football
tournament “Neymar Jr ’s Five”, we
asked the Brazil captain to pick the
four current players he would want
alongside him in a five-man team.
Which players would Neymar Jr
choose to play alongside him if he
was limited to a five-a-side team?
Read on to discover the awesome
foursome he would pick to join him.
Lionel Messi: “Right from the start,
Messi helped me a lot at Barcelona,
both on and off the field. We have a
great relationship and I want to con-
tinue playing and getting better
alongside him. He’s the best player in
the world.” - Neymar Jr on Messi

Luis Suarez: “Luis is a great player
and should’ve been on the podium
for the Ballon d’Or as well. With Luis
and Leo [Messi], the secret is that we
enjoy playing together and we try to
play well and have fun at the same
time.” - Neymar Jr on Suurez Thiago
Silva: “ Thiago Silva is one of the
toughest defenders I’ve ever had to
play against and someone I’ve always
admired. He’s also a great man and a
great captain.” - Neymar Jr on Silva
DaniAlves:  “ When I  arrived at
Barcelona, he was my partner on the
right wing and we struck up a great
relationship. Dani is one of my best
friends in football as well, so it would
be fantastic to have him in the team.”
- Neymar Jr on Alves

Interesting facts about Neymar Jr
By the age of 10, Neymar Jr was

already considered a rising star of the
football world. His unforgettable per-
formances on the pitch have earned
him the adoration of the Brazilian
fans, scoring within 28 minutes on his
debut match for the national team
did much to cement his place among
the greats. He is often compared to
legends Robinho and Pele and, as
such, he has attracted some very gen-
erous bids from many European

teams. Neymar Jr started his career
with the Sao Paulo-based club Santos
in 2003, having been promoted to the
first team aged 17. His debut match
was in March 2009 against Oeste and
the following week he scored his first
goal with the team against Mogi

Mirim. Neymar Jr is credited with
helping to reinvigorate the Brazilian
nation’s passion for the sport through
his creativity and spontaneous style
on the pitch. In August 2010, he
made his international debut for
Brazil against the USA and scored his

first goal (28 mins) and secured a 1-0
victory for the team. “A hint that I
would give to everybody is to enjoy
yourselves playing in this tourna-
ment... I know that everybody wants
to win, wants to be the champion,
but it’s only one team that will win it!

So enjoy yourself, enjoy that unique
moment of playing or even watching
those games... And believe in your
dream. I believe that with a soccer
ball and a goal, or even with a soccer
ball and two pair of flip-flops you can
be very happy” - Neymar Jr. 

Neymar Jr’s Five Rules Nemyar Jr’s achievements and football career in a picture

MONACO: One winning streak ended with
a bang for Nico Rosberg in Spain but
Monaco’s tight, metal-fenced streets could
see the continuation of another remarkable
run for the Formula One championship
leader on Sunday. Only one man-triple
world champion Ayrton Senna-has won
more than three times in a row in the
Mediterranean principality’s showcase race
but Rosberg is on the cusp of stepping up
alongside the late Brazilian.

The Mercedes driver, whose hopes of an
eighth successive win ended at the previ-
ous race in Barcelona when he and triple
world champion team mate Lewis
Hamilton collided on the opening lap while
fighting for the lead, completed his hat-
trick last year. Four wins would still be one
behind the Brazilian, who won five in a row
and six in total, but still a sequence that
multiple champions like Graham Hill, Alain
Prost and Michael Schumacher never man-
aged. Monaco is a home race for most of
the drivers but even more so for Rosberg,
the German-born son of Finland’s 1982
world champion Keke, who grew up and
went to school there and this time returns
in the form of his life. “I have memories
from every corner going right back to my
school days and I always have great sup-
port there from my family, my friends and
the fans, which gives you that extra boost
through the weekend,” he said. “It’s been
amazing to win there for the past three
years- but I know it will be tough to repeat
that with Lewis, the Ferraris and the Red
Bulls all so strong now.”

Hamilton has not won since he took his
third world championship in Texas last
October, and the collision at the Circuit de
Catalunya left him 43 points behind the

German with 16 races remaining, but he is
still the bookmakers’ favorite. Monaco-the
glamour highlight of the season-is also
special for him, a race the boyhood Senna
fan has always loved, and he needs to start
reeling in Rosberg as soon as possible.
“Barcelona was the worst feeling but, like I
always say, the true test is how you get
back up when you’ve been knocked down,”
said the Briton, who won in Monaco with
McLaren in 2008.

“It was a tough moment for all of us
after the race but it’s now chapter closed
and looking ahead to Monaco. I t ’s an
incredible feeling making a car dance
through those streets, one of the purest
thrills you can have in a racing car. “I’m
approaching this weekend with only one
result in mind.” Ferrari and resurgent Red
Bull can hope to be contenders as well at a
track where outright engine power matters
less than driveability. The new ultrasoft
Pirelli tyres, making their debut, could also
help. Both the current Ferrari drivers
Sebastian Vettel and Kimi Raikkonen-sec-
ond in the standings and 39 points off the
pace - have won in Monaco before, but not
for the Italian team, whose last victory
there was with Schumacher in 2001. Red
Bull,  whose Australian driver Daniel
Ricciardo set the race lap record last year,
had already targeted Monaco as their best
chance of a victory before 18-year-old
Dutch driver Max Verstappen won in Spain
on his debut with the team. “The trend now
is we’re coming stronger and stronger,” said
Ricciardo. “Monaco is for me the best circuit
to drive one...  there’s no circuit on the cal-
endar that gives me that same feeling, that
same adrenaline and that feeling of want-
ing more.”— Reuters

With one streak over, Nico 
Rosberg aims for another

INDIANAPOLIS: Imagine climbing into your
sedan in the driveway and not putting on a
seatbelt, then trying to back out onto a busy
street without the benefit of a rear-view mir-
ror. Odd exercise? Sure. Unsafe? You bet.
Seat belts and rear-view mirrors, two devel-
opments that are taken for granted these
days, trace their roots to the earliest days of
the Indianapolis 500 - back when a couple of
intrepid drivers decided to make an inher-
ently dangerous endeavor just a little bit
safer. “If you look at all the innovations at the
Indy 500, the No 1 greatest is safety,” said
1996 champion Buddy Lazier. “You can argue
everything from seatbelts to disc brakes fil-
tered down to the auto industry and now,

every single American car enjoys them.”
In the lead-up to the 100th running of the

“ The Greatest Spectacle in Racing,” The
Associated Press interviewed the 27 living
race winners on topics ranging from the
greatest driver to most memorable moment.
Lazier was among 10 drivers who singled out
safety measures as the race’s greatest innova-
tion. Six chose the development of rear-
engine cars and six others chose the outra-
geous turbine cars of the 1960s and ‘70s,
while four former winners identified aerody-
namics as the greatest advancement.

It makes sense that safety won out consid-
ering such innovations began with the very
first race. In 1911, when most drivers were

accompanied by a mechanic who served as a
spotter, Ray Harroun mounted a mirror to his
car to save the weight of an extra body. It rat-
tled so much it was virtually useless, but the
concept took root and soon became com-
mon on passenger cars. Seat belts weren’t
introduced until 1922, when Barney Oldfield
ordered a harness from a parachute manu-
facturer after seeing many drivers ejected -
even killed - in crashes at Indy. The idea was
slower to take hold, but most auto manufac-
turers had made them standard by 1964.
There have also been race-specific advance-
ments in safety at Indy, most notably SAFER
barriers that are now common at racetracks
and are designed to absorb much of the
energy from an impact.

Indianapolis Motor Speedway executives,
working with engineers and officials from the
Indy Racing League and NASCAR, spent mil-
lions of dollars over four years to develop the
walls. They were installed at Indy in May 2002,
just in time for that year’s race won by Helio
Castroneves. The three time winner was
among those who chose safety as the Indy
500’s enduring innovation, calling the walls
“something that would translate to all the oth-
er ovals we have in America.” “Anyone who has
ever hit the SAFER barrier and the concrete
barrier has felt the difference,” added three-
time champion Dario Franchitti. “It’s saved a
lot of lives and prevented many injuries.”

Jack Brabham brought the first rear-engine
car to Indy in 1961, and its advantages in
power and handling were quickly realized. Jim
Clark drove one to victory in 1965, and within
four years, not a single front-engine roadster
would qualify for the race.—AP

Indy 500 champions call safety 
measures greatest innovation

INDIANAPOLIS: This May 30, 1973 file photo, shows Swede Savage amid the burning
wreckage of his race car after a crash during the Indianapolis 500 auto race in
Indianapolis, Ind.— AP 


