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TORONTO: Toronto Raptors guard Kyle Lowry (7) and forward DeMarre Carroll (5) battles for the ball against Cleveland Cavaliers forward LeBron James (23) during second half Eastern Conference final playoff on Monday,
May 23, 2016. — AP 

TORONTO: Kyle Lowry scored 35 points and DeMar
DeRozan added 32 as the Toronto Raptors defeated the
Cleveland Cavaliers 105-99 on Monday to tie the Eastern
Conference finals at two wins each. In winning their sec-
ond consecutive game, the Raptors led by as many as 18
points during the second quarter and were ahead by 16
at halftime. However, the Cavaliers trimmed the lead to
one early in the fourth quarter. The teams changed one-
point leads in the fourth quarter, but when Lowry made
a driving layup with 22.5 seconds to play, the Raptors led
by six points.

The Raptors stopped the Cavaliers on their next pos-
session. Bismack Biyombo, who finished with five points
and 14 rebounds, missed two free throws with 4.3 sec-
onds left, but it made no difference. DeMarre Carroll

added 11 points for Toronto. LeBron James led
Cleveland with 29 points and grabbed nine rebounds,
and Kyrie Irving added 26 points. Channing Frye scored
12 points and Kevin Love 10 for the Cavaliers. The
Raptors led 27-24 after the first quarter after being up
by as many as eight points. Carroll had seven first-quar-
ter points to top the Raptors, and the Cavaliers got sev-
en points from Irving.

Toronto led by 13 points with 4:35 to play in the sec-
ond quarter when Patrick Patterson put in a layup on a
pass from Lowry, who hit a 3-pointer or the Raptors’ next
possession to boost the lead to 16. Lowry’s step-back
jumper with 31.9 seconds to play in the half put the
Raptors into an 18-point lead. Biyombo picked up his
third personal foul with 8.9 seconds left when he blocked

James going for the hoop. James made both free throws,
and the first half ended with Toronto leading 57-41.
Lowry had 20 points in the first half for Toronto. James
led Cleveland with 16. DeRozan opened the scoring in
the third quarter, and Toronto led by 18.

Irving made two 3-pointers in the third minute to trim
the lead to 10, and JR Smith’s 3-pointer cut the margin to
seven with just under nine minutes left in the quarter.
DeRozan made two free throws with 6:13 left in the third
to increase the edge to 13. The lead was 15 with 3:59 left
on Lowry’s layup. Smith’s 3-pointer with 1:43 left cut
Toronto’s lead to eight. The Raptors led 78-69 after three
quarters. The Cavs scored the first five points of the
fourth quarter. The lead was down to one point with
10:15 to play when Frye made his second straight 3-

pointer. James gave the Cavaliers a brief one-point lead,
and the advantage alternated as the teams exchanged
hoops in the middle minutes of the fourth quarter.

A dunk by Richard Jefferson with 6:24 to play and two
free throws by James 20 seconds later put Cleveland
ahead 92-89.  Lowry tied the game on a layup and made
the free throw to tie the game. DeRozan made two free
throws with 3:59 to play, and Toronto led by two points.
After a Cleveland turnover, Carroll made one of two free
throws for a three-point lead. With 2:43 left, Lowry made
one of two free throws for a four-point Toronto lead.
Biyombo sank one of two free throws with 2:22 left, and
the Raptors led by five points. Irving hit a 3-pointer with
two minutes to play, trimming the lead to two. DeRozan’s
short jumper got the lead up to four. — Reuters

Raptors hold off Cavaliers 105-99 
Cavs loss puts LeBron’s Finals streak in jeopardy

PARIS: Top seed Novak Djokovic launched his
bid for a first French Open title with a routine
victory as Andy Murray battled through to round
two yesterday, while Australian Open champion
Angelique Kerber crashed out. Djokovic, a three-
time Roland Garros finalist, faced little resistance
from Taiwan’s world number 95 Lu Yen-Hsun as
he eased to a 6-4, 6-1, 6-1 victory. The Serb, bid-
ding to become just the eighth man to secure a
career Grand Slam, needed just 90 minutes on
Court Phillipe Chatrier to book a second-round
encounter with Belgian qualifier Steve Darcis.

However, Murray was forced to recover from
a two-set deficit to overcome 37-year-old Radek
Stepanek 3-6, 3-6, 6-0, 6-3, 7-5 in a match lasting
three hours 41 minutes in total. The second seed
had been trailing by two sets to one but up a
break in the fourth when play was suspended on
Monday due to darkness.  The Scot duly
returned to complete the job after making the
crucial breakthrough at 5-all in the decider to set
up a second-round encounter with 164th-
ranked French wildcard Mathias Bourgue. “He’s
always been extremely difficult to play,” said
Murray after a ninth career comeback from two
sets down.

“He was playing drop shots, hitting the ball
very flat, it was very difficult to get into a
rhythm. That’s credit to him and the way he
played.” While Murray toiled, there were no such
problems for nine-time champion Rafael Nadal
who extended his record at Roland Garros to 71
wins against just two losses. The fourth-seeded
Spaniard made quick work of 100th-ranked Sam
Groth, taming the Australian’s powerful serve
with eight breaks in a resounding 6-1, 6-1, 6-1
win. “It’s obvious that was a good start for me,”

said Nadal.  “I managed to break him very quick-
ly. It was important because against such an
opponent it’s not easy to take his serve.”

Kerber dumped out
However, Kerber became the tournament’s

first major casualty as Dutchwoman Bertens
consigned the German third seed to a 6-2, 3-6, 6-
3 defeat.  “The first rounds are always tough in
the tournament, especially for me, but, yeah,
what can I say? It happens,” lamented Kerber,
who was hampered by an ongoing shoulder
problem. “She’s a tough opponent. I was ready.
But, yeah, at the end she made the important
points.” Czech seventh seed Tomas Berdych, a
former French Open semi-finalist, cruised to a
straight-sets win over Canada’s Vasek
Pospisil.Austria’s Dominic Thiem struggled ini-
tially against Inigo Cervantes, dropping the
opening set to the Spaniard, but the 13th seed
rallied to claim a 3-6, 6-2, 7-5, 6-1 victory.

Thiem, who retained his Nice title over the
weekend, is one of just three players alongside
Nadal and Pablo Cuevas with multiple clay-court
tournament wins this season. John Isner fired 40
aces to advance 6-7 (4/7), 7-6 (14/12), 7-6 (9/7),
7-5 over Australian John Millman, while Bernard
Tomic put recent struggles behind him to dis-
patch American Brian Baker in three sets. Swiss
eighth seed Timea Bacsinszky swept past
Spanish lucky loser Silvia Soler-Espinosa 6-3, 6-1,
while 12th seed Carla Suarez Navarro needed
three sets to beat Czech qualifier Katerina
Siniakova.

Seven-time major winner Venus Williams,
who lost the 2002 final to sister Serena, edged
out Estonia’s Anett Kontaveit 7-6 (7/5), 7-6 (7/4),

while 2008 champion Ana Ivanovic held off
French wildcard Oceane Dodin in three sets.
Former runner-up Sam Stosur overcame Misaki
Doi of Japan 6-2, 4-6, 6-3, but Francesca
Schiavone, the 2010 champion, bowed out in
straight sets to French 26th seed Kristina
Mladenovic. Jelena Jankovic also made an early
exit, the Serbian 23rd seed dumped out by
Tatjana Maria as the German won for the first
time in Paris. Women’s defending champion
Serena Williams, who is one Grand Slam title shy
of Steffi Graf’s Open era record of 22, was later
due to open her campaign against 77th-ranked
Slovak Magdalena Rybarikova. — AFP 

Djokovic, Murray cruise 
through as Kerber exits

MADRID: Cristiano Ronaldo played down
fears over his fitness ahead of Real Madrid’s
Champions League final against Atletico
Madrid on Saturday after the three-time
World Player of the Year limped off towards
the end of training yesterday. “I am fine. I had
a little problem in training, a dead leg as they
say here, but tomorrow or the next day I will
be fine,” he said. Ronaldo will be aiming to
break his own record of 17 Champions
League goals in a season in Milan having
already netted 16 in the competition so far
this campaign.

His 17th two years ago came in the final
against Atletico as Real ran out 4-1 winners
after extra-time. “It would be nice to equal or
even pass the record, but I am not obsessed
with that because the most important thing
is to win,” he added. And Ronaldo insisted
Real will show they are the kings of the
Spanish capital once more despite winning
just once in 10 games against Atletico since
lifting their 10th European Cup in Lisbon. “We
will see who is the best. I am positive. I think
Real are better than Atletico, but we have to
show it on the pitch.”

To do so Real must break down a rock
solid Atletico defense that has kept 35 clean
sheets in 56 games this season, including
shutouts at home to Barcelona and Bayern
Munich in dumping the Spanish and
German champions out at the quarter-final
and semi-final stages respectively. Atletico
also managed a 1-0 win at Real’s Santiago
Bernabeu to inflict Real coach Zinedine
Zidane’s only La Liga defeat in four months
in charge when the sides last met in

February. “Atletico always play the same
way. We know there will be very few oppor-
tunities because they all play behind the
ball,” continued Ronaldo. “It is no coinci-
dence that Barca and Bayern couldn’t score
many goals against them.”

Ronaldo has been dogged by a persist-
ent thigh injury which forced him to miss
three games last month. He also came off at
half-time of Real’s final La Liga game of the
season-having scored twice in the first-half
to take his tally for the season to 51 - at
Deportivo la Coruna 10 days ago. Zidane
confirmed Ronaldo also didn’t play in a prac-
tice match on Saturday as a precaution, but
expects him to be fully fit for the final. “There
will be no problem. He felt something on
Saturday when we had a game between us
and he didn’t play as a precaution,” said
Zidane. “He will be ready for Saturday and I
think we are in good shape physically.”

However, there isn’t such good news for
French defender Raphael Varane as Zidane
confirmed he will miss Saturday’s final and
his participation at Euro 2016 is now in jeop-
ardy due to a hamstring injury. Varane was
unlikely to start at the San Siro in any case
with captain Sergio Ramos and Pepe
Zidane’s preferred central defensive partner-
ship. An 11th European Cup would cap a
sensational start to Zidane’s senior manage-
ment career having turned around Real’s
fortunes with 21 wins from 26 games since
replacing the sacked Rafael Benitez in
January. “I think everybody feels the fun
comes back a little bit when he arrived,” said
Real midfielder Toni Kroos. — AFP

Ronaldo limps out 
of Madrid training

PARIS: Serbia’s Novak Djokovic returns the
ball to Taiwan’s Lu Yen-Hsun during their
men’s first round match at the Roland Garros
2016 French Tennis Open yesterday. — AFP 


