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PHNOM PENH: Cambodia may be suffer-
ing the worst drought for half a century
but a ritual involving royal oxen yesterday
nevertheless predicted a bountiful har-
vest this year. The ploughing ceremony,
presided over by King Norodom
Sihamoni, was held at the famed Angkor
temple complex in the northwestern
province of Siem Reap. Thousands of
locals and tourists gathered to observe
the ancient rite, which marks the start of

the harvest season.  After the symbolic
ploughing of a portion of the field, a pair
of decorated oxen were led over to seven
dishes containing food or drink and laid
out on trays. The dishes of rice, corn,
beans and sesame represent the harvest,
and the more the oxen eat, the better it is
expected to be. However if the beasts
choose the offerings of grass, water or
alcohol, it suggests illness, floods or war
are on the way. The oxen ate most of the

rice, beans and corn, prompting the
palace’s chief astrologer Kang Ken to
declare to a crowd that those crops would
see “bountiful harvests”.

The astrologer did however warn it
was “just a prediction”.  He then appealed
to holy spirits to bless the country with
regular rain so that “the kingdom of
Cambodia avoids any natural disaster that
would affect agricultural products, which
are the life of the people and the nation”.

The Greater Mekong region was scorched
by an unusually hot dry season this year,
with temperatures regularly hitting 40C
(104 Fahrenheit).  Cambodian officials said
the country was suffering the worst
drought in 50 years, forcing authorities to
assist 18 out of 25 provinces with water
supply. Some 2.5 million people were
affected by the dry spell, which also led to
the deaths of cattle, monkeys and tons of
fish, according to officials.  Despite the

royal oxen’s prophecy, a spokesman for
Cambodia’s disaster management centre
said he expected a weaker agricultural
yield this year. “Due to bad weather, I think
the harvests this year will be reduced,” Keo
Vy told AFP, explaining that farmers across
the country have delayed planting rice-an
irrigation-intensive crop-due to the
drought. “Rice exporters have voiced con-
cerns there would won’t be enough
milled rice for export,” he added. — AFP 

Cambodia’s royal oxen predict a bountiful harvest amid drought

KUWAIT: Al-Jothen, one of the top
distributors of world-leading profes-
sional beauty brands across the
Middle East and in Kuwait, recently
unveiled Kevin Murphy ; the first hair
care brand that uses skin care ingre-
dients and regimens and adapts their
practices into modern luxurious hair
care treatments . The royal event was
hosted at the Sky lounge roof top,
Radisson Blu, in a magical setup on
the 17th of May 2016 and was well
attended by Kuwait’s cherry picked
top-notch salons categorized as A+.
The event was also hosted by
Kuwait’s most influential bloggers in
presence of the media in full cover-
age and the Kevin Murphy style mas-
ters whom have travelled all the way
from Australia and USA to be part of
the big launch.

A master of his profession, no one
understands the transformative pow-
er of hair more than Kevin Murphy.
His work has graced the covers of all
major global publications and he has
directed hair teams for countless high

profile fashion houses. Today, the lack
of products that performed as Kevin
needed them to perform on a Vogue
magazine shoot had forced him to go
beyond the conventional hair care
products and look into the advance-
ments being made with skincare.

Working on a molecular level,
Kevin murphy treatments vow to
improve the texture, shine, moisture

and overall health of your hair and
scalp. Think of this as a facial for your
hair. Kevin Murphy treatments will
slough away dead and rough parti-
cles using AHA’s and replace lost
moisture and strength to reveal soft
touchable glowing healthy hair.
During the event, the Kevin Murphy
style masters unveiled Kevin’s award
winning hair care collections starting

with repair, nourishment, color pro-
tection moving forward to plumping
& densifying, anti-ageing, thickening
and strengthening. They have literally
indulged attendants in a theoretical
facial for their hair with a Kevin mur-
phy experience.

The launching was not over yet
until the very next day as all invitees
were also invited to be part of a full
day Kevin Murphy workshop held at
Jumeirah Messila on the 18th of May
2016. The purpose of the workshop
was to cover the technical and theo-
retical perspectives of the ‘Skincare
for hair” Kevin murphy concept; it
was a full house !

Kevin Murphy in collaboration
with Al-Jothen believe in maintaining
and developing the best professional
hair products inspired by fashion, per-
formance and nature. However this
time, the products are not the tradi-
tional ones that we all know! They’re
twisted with skincare ingredients and
regimens and will definitely take the
world of hair care to ultimate levels.

Al-Jothen launches Kevin Murphy in Kuwait’s 
exclusively selected top- notch salons!

NEW YORK: Use of electronic cigarettes
and other vaping devices has stalled in the
United States as more Americans question
their safety, according to a new online
Reuters/Ipsos poll. About 10 percent of the
9,766 adults surveyed between April 19
and May 16 use the devices, the same per-
centage as in a similar Reuters/Ipsos poll in
May, 2015.  This year, however, a growing
percentage of participants expressed nega-
tive attitudes toward e-cigarettes. Forty-
seven percent of respondents said vaping
was not healthier than smoking conven-
tional cigarettes compared with 38 percent
who felt that way a year ago.

Forty-three percent said they did not
believe vaping could help people quit
smoking compared with 39 percent who
held that view in 2015. A majority of partic-
ipants - 66 percent - say that vaping can be
addictive compared with 61 percent in
2015.  Additionally, 49 percent said this
year that it could have a similar effect to
that of second-hand tobacco smoke com-
pared with 42 percent last year. 

The growing concerns about the
devices could hit their already slowing
sales, especially for smaller e-cigarette and
vaping companies. Many of these brands
have lost market share to big tobacco com-
panies, such as Altria and Reynolds
American Inc. Some do not expect to sur-
vive with new U.S. rules to regulate the e-
cigarette market. “In some ways, a move
away from e-cigarettes is actually positive
for Altria and Reynolds,” said Morningstar
analyst Adam Fleck, pointing out it may
help sustain sales of conventional ciga-
rettes, whose margins are much higher.

Sharra Morris, 42, a mental health coun-
selor in Moore, Oklahoma, started using e-
cigarettes in February despite some misgiv-
ings about their safety. She tried vaping to
help her quit smoking regular cigarettes.
“The question now is: are they really safe?”
said Morris, who likes to vape using liquids

flavored to taste like Fruit Loops cereal and
Snickerdoodle cookies. “What will they tell
us in 20 years?” E-cigarettes are metal tubes
that heat liquids typically laced with nico-
tine and deliver vapor when inhaled. The
liquids come in thousands of flavors, from
cotton candy to pizza.

Use of the devices has grown quickly in
the last decade, with US sales expected to
reach $4.1 billion in 2016, according to Wells
Fargo Securities. Sales were down 6 percent
in the first quarter of 2016, however. The
healthcare community remains deeply
divided over the devices. Some healthcare
experts are concerned about how little is
known about the potential health risks. They
are especially worried about rising teen e-
cigarette use, and fear that may get a new
generation hooked on nicotine.

Some support them as a safer alterna-
tive to tobacco smoke for smokers who
have been unable to quit.  Dr Michael
Siegel, a professor at the Boston University
School of Public Health, has advocated
vaping as a way to wean smokers off con-
ventional cigarettes. He blames negative
publicity for the growing concerns about
the devices, and believes most are unwar-
ranted. “There have been public health
scares, and they are working,” said Siegel.
“They are dissuading a lot of people from
trying these products.”

Changing attitudes
The US Food and Drug Administration

issued its first rules regulating e-cigarettes
earlier this month, banning their sale and
advertising to minors and requiring that
manufacturers submit their products for
approval. At least one lawsuit has been
filed in response to the new rules and more
are expected. Many smaller companies say
the testing requirement is too burdensome
because it will cost hundreds of thousands
of dollars per product, and they often man-
ufacture dozens. — Reuters

US e-cigarette use stalls 
as health concerns grow 

KARACHI, Pakistan: A Pakistani health worker administers polio vaccine drops to a
child during a door-to-door polio campaign in Karachi yesterday. Pakistan is one of
only three countries in the world where polio remains endemic but years of efforts to
stamp it out have been badly hit by reluctance from parents, opposition from mili-
tants and attacks on immunization teams. — AFP


