
By B Izzak

KUWAIT: Head of the National Assembly’s
budgets committee MP Adnan Abdulsamad
yesterday criticized the finance ministry’s
reluctance to cut spending to face the budg-
et shortfall caused by low oil prices. He said
that despite repeated calls by HH the Amir
for rationalization of expenses, the govern-
ment does not appear to be ready to reduce
spending, while the Assembly is pushing in
that direction.

Abdulsamad said according to the law,
if the Assembly wants to increase budget
allocations, the government’s approval is
required, but the Assembly can cut expen-
ditures without the prior approval of the
government. He said that whenever the
committee asks certain government
departments to reduce their spending
projections for the current budget, the
first items they reduce are those related to
citizens, including subsidies.

Abdulsamad also said that in preparing
next year’s budget, the government
depends on the previous year’s final
accounts, which is a wrong method because
most ministries and government depart-
ments normally overspend in the last few
months of the fiscal year, thus inflating
spending for that year and the next. He said
some government departments request to
increase the first chapter of the budget cov-
ering wages and benefits under the pretext
of needing to appoint new employees. But
they do not make new appointments and
instead spend the allocations in the form of

benefits and increments for their employees.
It may be recalled that the budgets

committee had asked the finance ministry
to cut spending projections in the
2016/2017 fiscal year by 20 percent. The
ministry said it will consider cutting it by
around 15 percent, without giving any firm
pledges. Kuwait is believed to have posted
the first actual budget deficit in the
2015/2016 fiscal year which ended March
31, after 16 consecutive years of surplus
due to high oil prices, which have slumped
by over 60 percent since mid-2014.

Meanwhile, the Assembly public utilities
committee yesterday rejected most of the
amendments submitted for the new munici-
pality draft law, which was passed in the first
reading last week. Head of the panel MP
Mohammad Al-Hadiya said they accepted
an amendment submitted by a number of
MPs stipulating that authorities cannot enter
private homes to check on electricity viola-
tions without a prior permit from the public
prosecutor.

The committee however kept the bill in
the same form as was approved in the first
reading, he said. The bill requires candidates
for municipal council election to be universi-
ty graduates. It also imposes hefty fines on
violations in commercial, investment and
private construction.  Hadiya criticized
municipal authorities for cutting electricity
to dozens of houses in Jahra for violating
the construction law, saying the munici-
pality should not implement provisions
of the law before it is passed.
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Authorities arrest two over 

abuse video that went viral

Rights body slams mistreatment of worker

By Meshaal Al-Enezi & Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: The interior ministry’s security media and rela-
tions department yesterday announced that security forces
have arrested a 40-year-old bedoon named Ali Abdullah Al-
Shemmari, who appeared in a video circulating on social
media networks assaulting, insulting and humiliating his
Egyptian employee, 35-year-old Ashraf Abu Al-Yameen. In

the video, the suspect uses foul language against the work-
er, and beats him by hand, with sticks and a stun gun. The
worker was also videotaped in very humiliating positions. 

The ministry statement explained that the incident
shown in the video took place almost 18 months ago. It
added that the suspect made a detailed confession, saying
that he behaved in this manner because of a theft from the 

Continued on Page 13

KUWAIT: This image combo shows suspects Ali Abdullah Al-Shemmari (left) and Mohammed Owais (center),
and victim Ashraf Abu Al-Yameen (right). 

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: A couple who killed their young daughter
and kept her body in a freezer were arrested yester-
day. The interior ministry’s security media and rela-
tions department said the body of three-and-a half-
year-old girl Israa Salem Sabah Abdullah Bohan was
found at her family’s residence, and her father con-
fessed to placing her body in the freezer immediately
after her death a week ago.

Salem Sabah Abdullah Bohan, 26, said that he
along with his wife Ameera Hameed Hussein, 23,
committed the crime while under the influence of
drugs. Investigations revealed that the suspect
wrapped the girl in a shroud and bought the freezer
on the same day she died, and put her body in it.

When the girl’s body was examined, burns were
found on the shoulder and legs, besides abuse marks.
Investigations also found that the parents were negli-
gent in caring for their four children, and the father
was terminated from work for bad behavior.

Couple kills daughter, 

stuffs body in freezer

KUWAIT: The suspect Salem Sabah Abdullah Bohan
is seen after his arrest yesterday. 

MP: Govt unwilling to cut spending

DUBAI: Kuwait’s Al-Kharafi family has
scrapped a sale of a majority stake in
Kuwait Food Co (Americana) to a Gulf-
based consortium, a company controlled
by the family said yesterday, ending
months of talks over the multibillion-dol-
lar deal. Americana, which owns the
Middle East franchises for fast food chains
KFC and Pizza Hut and also produces
branded consumer foods, has been up for
sale since early 2014.

Investment firm Adeptio, which is led
by prominent Dubai businessman
Mohamed Alabbar, in February agreed to
buy 69 percent of Americana from Al Khair
for Stocks and Real Estate, which is con-
trolled by the Kharafis. The stake would be
worth $2.15 billion based on Americana’s
current market value of $3.11 billion,
according to Thomson Reuters data.

“An agreement has not been reached
between Al Khair and Adeptio and both
sides have agreed to end all negotiations
in regard to the acquisition”, Al Khair said in
a statement. Americana made a similar
announcement, but neither of these pro-
vided further details. An Adeptio
spokesperson said: “The parties involved

could not reach an agreement on mutually
acceptable terms.”

Before the Adeptio deal was provision-
ally agreed, banking sources had said oth-
er parties including Singapore’s Temasek
Holdings, Saudi food maker Savola Group,
and private equity funds KKR and CVC had
all expressed an in interest in Americana.
Had Adeptio concluded a deal with the
Kharafis, the consortium would have been
obliged to launch a mandatory offer to
buy Americana’s remaining shares under
Kuwaiti securities rules. 

In April, Reuters reported that Citi had
dropped out of the group of banks slated
to provide a $1.5 billion bridge loan to help
fund Adeptio’s acquisition. Trading in
Americana’s shares was halted yesterday
pending an announcement from the firm.
Established in 1964, Americana is the par-
ent group that brought to the Middle East
more than a dozen major food brands like
KFC, Costa Coffee and TGI Friday’s. It owns
more than 1,690 outlets and employs
63,000 workers in the Middle East and
North Africa region. It also has 17 factories
in the region and abroad and produces a
variety of food products. — Agencies 

Americana scraps 

sale to consortiumKUWAIT: The oil sector is expected to spend about
KD 34.5 billion over the next five years for the imple-
mentation of large development projects, the repre-
sentative of the acting oil minister, Wafa Al-Zaabi,
said yesterday. About KD 30 billion will be spent in
Kuwait in the exploration and production sector,
which is about 63 percent, while 37 percent will be
spent in the refining and petrochemical sector, she
said during the opening of a forum on the future of
the oil industry.

The state’s strategy aims to raise production
capacity of crude oil locally to four million barrels per
day in 2020 and maintain it until 2030, and raise the
rate of free gas production to 2.5 billion cubic feet
per day, as well as raise refining and manufacturing
to 1.4 million barrels per day, she said.

Meanwhile, Kuwait National Petroleum
Company (KNPC) is in final stages of talks with
international institutions for $6.4 billion in the sec-
ond tranche of loans to finance its multibillion dol-
lar Clean Fuels Project, state news agency KUNA
reported yesterday. The first portion, signed on
April 28, was worth KD 1.2 billion ($3.97 billion)
with Kuwaiti lenders led by National Bank of Kuwait
and Kuwait Finance House. The state-owned KNPC
refiner is in the process of final legal reviews for the
foreign loans and will determine the pricing and
interest rates, KUNA quoted the company’s financial
advisor Khalid Al-Ajeel as saying. — Agencies 

JEDDAH: Saudi Arabia yesterday denounced as “unac-
ceptable” Iranian demands over its pilgrims joining the
annual hajj this year, after Tehran accused Riyadh of
raising obstacles. “Iran has demanded the right to
organize... demonstrations and to have privileges... that
would cause chaos during the hajj. This is unaccept-
able,” Foreign Minister Adel Al-Jubeir said in a joint
press briefing with his British counterpart Philip
Hammond. Tehran said earlier yesterday that Iranians
will miss the pilgrimage this year to Islam’s holiest sites
in Saudi Arabia, and accused Riyadh of “blocking the
path to Allah”.

Jubeir said Saudi Arabia annually signs a hajj memo-
randum of understanding with more than 70 countries
“to guarantee the security and safety of pilgrims”. “This
year, Iran refused to sign the memorandum,” he said,
arguing that Riyadh has agreed to facilitate the travel
arrangements of Iranian pilgrims despite having no
diplomatic ties or air links. “It is very negative if Iran’s
intention from the start was to maneuver and find
excuses, in order to prevent its citizens from performing
the hajj,” he said. 

Continued on Page 13

Riyadh slams Iranian hajj 

demands as ‘unacceptable’

Tehran won’t join pilgrimage

JEDDAH: British Foreign Secretary Phillip Hammond
(right) looks at his Saudi counterpart Adel Al-Jubair
during a meeting of the Gulf Cooperation Council in
this coastal city yesterday. — AFP 
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KNPC seeks $6.4bn loan

THE HAGUE: Nameless migrants laid to rest in
unmarked scrubland, murder victims dumped in mass
graves, desperate searches for the missing after natu-
ral disasters. Around the world, millions of families
wait in vain to bury their dead. “You cannot close the
book on the life of a loved one if you do not know the
truth, or what the reasons were, why people went
missing,” said Salvadoran diplomat Augustin Vasquez
Gomez. His country, where some 8,000 people are still
missing after years of civil war, has become one of the
latest nations to sign a treaty pledging to support the
work of the International Commission on Missing
Persons (ICMP).

In the Philippines, also a signatory to the treaty,
there are still 2,000 missing after Typhoon Haiyan
struck in Nov 2013. And while finding and identifying
the missing killed in conflicts or disasters is an age-old
problem, no overall global figure has ever been deter-
mined. The numbers are thought to be “staggering” -
between 250,000 and a million in Iraq alone stretch-
ing back to the early days of the regime of former dic-
tator Saddam Hussein, said Kathryne Bomberger,
ICMP director general.

The organization, which finances its painstaking
research through voluntary donations, held a recent
seminar on its work as it moves its headquarters from

Sarajevo to The Hague. Born out of the conflicts in for-
mer Yugoslavia and set up in 1996 by then US presi-
dent Bill Clinton, the ICMP has used sophisticated DNA
matching techniques to identify more than 70 percent
of the 40,000 who went missing in the Balkans wars.
Now it is shedding its ad-hoc status to become a rec-
ognized international organization - the only one ded-
icated exclusively to accounting for the missing.

It hopes to open a new lab in the Dutch city in the
coming months, to complement its first one in
Sarajevo which already has the capacity to handle up
to 10,000 DNA cases a year. Demand is growing. And
as the conflicts in Syria and Iraq feed a new wave of
refugees, hundreds of whom have perished at sea
lacking any kind of documents, a new challenge is
emerging. After five years of civil war and a huge exo-
dus from the country, there are an estimated 60,000
missing Syrians.

“ There’s nothing we can do in Syria for the
moment, but we’re already losing time in terms of col-
lecting data from survivors,” Bomberger told AFP. She’s
hoping to try to move into the refugee camps, build
up trust with families there and start organizing a
valuable database. Every day Syrian families are con-
tacting the organization for help finding relatives, and
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