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JEDDAH: (From left) Kuwait’s Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Sabah, Qatar’s Foreign Minister Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin
Jassim Al Thani, Oman’s Foreign Minister Yusuf bin Alawi, Britain’s Foreign Secretary Philip Hammond, Saudi Foreign Minister Adel Al-Jubair,
Bahrain’s Foreign Minister Khalid bin Ahmed Al Khalifa, UAE Minister of State for Foreign Affairs Anwar Gargash and Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) Secretary General Abdullatif bin Rashid Al-Zayani pose for a picture following a meeting with foreign ministers of the GCC in Jeddah yes-
terday. — AFP

JEDDAH: The GCC foreign ministers held a joint
meeting with British Foreign Secretary Philip
Hammond in Jeddah yesterday, with Kuwaiti
First Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah
attending.

Addressing the gathering, Saudi Foreign
Minister Adel Al-Jubeir said the GCC-British
meeting is part of joint constructive talks held
upon the instructions of the GCC and UK leaders.
He reiterated keenness on promoting and devel-
oping existing cooperation between the GCC
and the UK in various fields, stressing the will to
bolster and consolidate firm links between both

sides and to launch fruitful strategic partnership.
He also underlined the significance of capitaliz-
ing on various potentials to serve their owns
interests in line with a joint plan of action aiming
at developing bilateral cooperation in all
domains. The Saudi foreign minister hailed the
meeting as an opportunity for continuing con-
sultations about regional issues and swift devel-
opments, and for coordinating positions on
existing challenges and relevant reflections.
Jubeir hoped that the meeting will contribute to
a further promotion and development of GCC-
British cooperation.

Meanwhile, British Foreign Secretary Philip

Hammond said during the meeting that that the
UK and GCC have firm and deep relations on all
levels, spanning hundreds of years. He added
that he had discussed with the GCC foreign min-
isters bilateral relations and ways of developing
them in various areas, primarily security.

Presided over by the Saudi foreign minister,
the meeting follows the implementation of earli-
er resolutions and more GCC cooperation and
integration in all fields. The current regional and
international developments, chiefly Syria, Iraq
and Libya, were also involved. The first meeting
of GCC-British strategic dialogue was launched
in New York in September 2011. — KUNA

GCC, UK meet in Jeddah
for strategic dialogue

Minister of Information and Minister of State for Youth Affairs Sheikh Salman Sabah
Salem Al-Humoud Al-Sabah is honored during the event.

KUWAIT: Minister of Information and Minister of State
for Youth Affairs Sheikh Salman Sabah Salem Al-
Humoud Al-Sabah speaks during the Kuwait Banking
Association forum. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Minister of Information and Minister
of State for Youth Affairs Sheikh Salman Sabah
Salem Al-Humoud Al-Sabah has emphasized
momentousness of activating the principle of
social responsibility as a method of work for the
private sector.

Sheikh Salman, also chairman of the National
Council for Culture, Arts and Letters (NCCAL),
made his remarks yesterday in his statement to
a forum organized by the Kuwait Banking
Association on the role of banks in social
responsibility in Kuwait Capital of Islamic
Culture 2016.

Sponsoring the event, the minister said that
the principle could be activated through
launching projects, financing programs and
supporting initiatives in all fields, environment,
health, education and employment.

Development affair has come to be basic in
Kuwait’s keenness on serving humanity, the
minister said. He referred to the UN honoring of
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah as a ‘Humanitarian Leader’
and Kuwait as a ‘Humanitarian Center.’

Sheikh Salman stressed the role of the pri-
vate sector as a key source for development and
charity work worldwide, and the banking sector
is the backbone of private business. The con-

temporary trends of banks’ social responsibility
have established the concept as a sustainable
one, turning it from mere financial support to
development programs and plans to handle
certain issues to improve the quality of life, he
said. The minister noted that the Kuwaiti finan-

cial institutions have come to been keen on the
concept. He said that electing Kuwait Capital of
Islamic Culture 2016 is huge support to the con-
cept of social responsibility, since culture is the
cornerstone in forming social thinking, especial-
ly for youth. The minister said that state institu-
tions, both official and private are responsible
for preparing their staff of Kuwaiti youth and
training them on applying social responsibility
through advanced programs to consolidate val-
ues of belonging and citizenship.

The forum sheds light on the efforts by
Kuwaiti banks interacting with humanitarian
problems, as well as their role in social responsi-
bility, urged by Islam, for a stable and well-
established society, said chairman of the Kuwait
Banks Association and the Burgan Bank Majid
Essa Al-Ajeel. Ajeel reviewed statistics on the
donations and contributions by the Kuwaiti
banks as part of their social responsibility, total-
ing KD 470 million ($1,555 billion) for the period
1992-2015, KD 167 million went to backing
national labor and KD 128 million for the Kuwait
Foundation for the Advancement of Sciences
(KFAS). Over this period, banks offered KD 139
million as social and humanitarian contribu-
tions, and KD 12 million to cooperative soci-
eties. In 2015 only, Kuwaiti banks provided KD 4
million to the national campaign supporting
Syrian refugees. — KUNA

Sheikh Salman stresses social
responsibility in private sector

A scene from the Kuwait Banking Association forum.

KUWAIT: Minister of Information and
Minister of State for Youth Affairs Sheikh
Salman Sabah Salem Al-Humoud Al-
Sabah yesterday reaffirmed support by
the state, and the government repre-
sented by His Highness the Prime
Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah, to the national media.

This backing was embodied in the
launch of a strategy to promote national
media, which is bearing fruits as seen in
the full modernization of the Ministry of
Information, Sheikh Salman Sabah said
on the sidelines of opening the studios
of the Al-Oula Ethraa, Al-Arabi TV chan-
nels. Congratulating the ministry’s staff
on the success of the strategy,  he

stressed the necessity of qualifying, and
further promoting the human element.

Sheikh Salman appreciated efforts
by the ministry’s officials for fostering
the media message to bring about
positive outcome to support the socie-
ty, its goals and expectations as well as
development projects. The minister
underlined the fact that the Kuwaiti
media had proved at all times it is up
to responsibility, serving the nation
under  the wise  leadership of  H is
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber  Al -Sabah,  H is
Highness the Crown Pr ince Sheik h
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
and His Highness the Premier. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Minister of Information and Minister of State for Youth Affairs Sheikh
Salman Sabah Salem Al-Humoud Al-Sabah tours the new studios. — KUNA

Minister reiterates state’s
support to national media

CAIRO: The Arab League Council on
Saturday commended pertinacious efforts
by His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to facilitate the
ongoing UN-backed Yemeni peace talks in
Kuwait. Assistant Foreign Minister for the
Arab Affairs Aziz Al-Dihani made the state-
ment on Saturday on the sidelines of the
extraordinary meeting of the council on
the level of foreign ministers in Cairo. He
said that he was pride of the praise and
appreciation of His Highness the Amir for
hosting the Yemeni peace talks.

Participants in today’s extraordinary
ministerial meeting spoke highly and posi-
tively of His Highness the Amir, Dihani said.
They also lauded the role of First Deputy
Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah fol-
lowing up the talks since the start. They are
all optimistic that Kuwait is hosting the
talks, expecting positive outcome, he said.

In the meantime, Dihani said that the
meeting had major topics on the agenda,
topped with coordination for the Arab
action regarding the Palestinian cause
ahead of the international conference for
peace in the Middle East slated for June 3
in Paris. It also reviewed developments in
Libya, as a mini-committee was formed to
reformulate a draft resolution that will out-
line the future Arab moves to support the
North African country.

Meanwhile,  Minister of State for
Foreign Affairs of the United Arab Emirates
Dr Anwar Al-Kerkash expressed gratitude
to His Highness the Amir for his efforts to
help find a peaceful solution to the crisis
in Yemen. “We appreciate Kuwaiti leader-
ship’s eagerness to render Yemeni peace
talks a real success,” Kerkash said at the
Arab foreign ministers meeting. “ The
peaceful solution is the only option that is
able to reunify Yemenis.”

Conducive environment 
In the meantime, Yemeni Foreign

Minister Abdulmalak Al-Mikhlafi spoke
highly about Kuwait’s hosting of the intra-
Yemeni talks and His Highness the Amir’s
great efforts to create conducive environ-
ment for Yemeni negotiating teams to
reach positive outcome. He applauded the
UN Special Envoy for Yemen Ould Cheikh
Ahmed’s sincere and serious mediation
among Yemeni negotiators to broker a deal
to end the Yemeni crisis.

Mikhlafi stressed that the government’s
delegation aims to uphold the cessation of
hostilities agreement in the coming period
to help Yemenis enjoy trouble-free holy
fasting month of Ramadan, to start on June
6. He added that government is eager to
deal positively with the talks to bring to a
halt the suffering of Yemeni people.

Algerian Minister of Maghreb Affairs,
African Union and Arab League,
Abdelkader Messahel stated that Algeria is
appreciative of Kuwait’s constructive role in
the Yemeni crisis and its hosting of the
peace talks. He underlined the necessity of
a diplomatic solution to the crisis to restore
security and stability of Yemen and retain
people’s unity.

Strenuous efforts
Arab League Secretary General Nabil Al-

Araby meanwhile extolled the strenuous
efforts exerted by His Highness the Amir to
create environment conducive to the suc-
cess of Yemeni peace talks. Speaking at the
meeting, Araby hoped the talks would
make the desired progress to agree on a
peaceful solution to the conflict. 

He stressed that this progress should be
based on the Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) Initiative and its Implementing
Mechanism, the UN Security Council
Resolution 2216 and the outcome of the
Yemeni national dialogue. Araby also called
for intensifying the efforts to put into effect
the Arab Leaders’ resolution in Sharm Al-
Sheikh Summit to form a joint Arab force to
boost Arab security and counter the grow-
ing threat of terrorism. —KUNA

Arab FMs laud Amir’s efforts
in Yemeni peace negotiations 

CAIRO: Assistant Foreign Minister for the
Arab Affairs Aziz Al-Dihani attends the
extraordinary meeting of the council on
the level of foreign ministers. —KUNA

MANAMA: Farwaniya Governor Sheikh Faisal
Al-Humoud Al-MaleK Al-Sabah said yesterday
that Arab towns bear a great historical her-
itage that should be spared swift changes,
mainly fast-track modernization.

Speaking on the sidelines of the 17th con-
ference of the Arab Towns Organization (ATO),
which kicked off in Manama earlier today,
Faisal said: “We all aim at achieving sustain-
able development and modernizing towns
with a view to ensuring public welfare.”

He added that Kuwait and Bahrain share
many commonalities at both official and unof-
ficial levels in various realms, appreciating
Bahrain’s efforts for hosting the conference
which brings together heads of governors of
Arab towns.

ATO is executing vital plans to achieve
sustainable development and urbanize Arab
cities, Secretary General Ahmad Al-Subaih
said. The organization is working on devel-
oping Arab cities in accordance with the
UN’s resolutions, said Subaih in a speech at
the conference. He noted the worsening
conditions in conflict-struck Arab cities,
adding that ATO is planning on resettling cit-
izens in these areas.

Meanwhile, Bahraini Minister of Works,
Municipalities Affairs and Urban Planning
Issam Khalifa said the conference aimed to
discuss the negative impact of rapid urbaniza-
tion on Arab cities, including poverty, lack of
resources, conflicts, displacement of citizens
and environmental issues. — KUNA

Farwaniya Governor: Arab
towns boast august heritage


