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By Fajer Ahmed

Lending and
borrowing money

Today I will discuss the legal issues regarding
lending or borrowing money, as I have never dis-
cussed these issues before and I seem to be get-

ting more and more emails regarding different debt
situations lately. I am going to be answering questions
regarding debts that were done on a friendly basis
mostly, and this is because I understand how awkward
it can get when you lend money to a friend or when
you have to pay back a family member. As always, I am
going to be using terms that can be understood by
your average speaker and avoid legal terms. 

Question: I lent money to my friend - around KD
3,000 - and now my friend is ignoring me. She was
supposed to pay back KD 100 every month, but she
did not. Is there anything I can do about it legally?

Fajer: First of all, I understand that you lent the
money on a friendly basis, but do you have any writ-
ten proof that you lent the money? Did your friend
sign a paper? Was the transfer done through a bank?
Was she paying for some time but then stopped? Was
there correspondence regarding the money via email?
All these things you have to look at and consider as
they might be used as evidence. If you have evidence,
then you can file a case and get a court judgment forc-
ing your friend to pay. 

Court verdict
Question: I have a court verdict stating that a cer-

tain person still owes me money and needs to pay me
the amount back, yet this person is still not paying.
What can I do?

Fajer: Your lawyers should handle this, but I will
explain what happens in very simple terms. The
lawyers will take the court’s final ‘verdict’ to a depart-
ment in the Ministry of Justice that handles executions
of judgments. They will freeze this person’s assets,
depending on what they own, making their daily lives
very difficult until they pay you the amount. 

Question: I have lent someone money and they
have not returned it yet, but I do not want to file a law-
suit as I do not want this to affect him and his children.
I have heard that the ministry can put a hold on his
assets, and the last thing I want to do is put a strain on
him and his family. So is there anything I can do?

Fajer: Theoretically, the law has been written in a
way where the assets that are frozen are not necessary
for the family’s survival needs, but that is just theoreti-
cally, and there is no way to tell what a person is going
through or what issues they might be dealing with.
The law has tried to balance the equation out, but I
guess it depends on your needs as well. After all, the
money is your right. 

Negotiation
Question: I borrowed KD 3,000 from a friend and I

promised to pay them back by May 1. Now I cannot
afford to pay it back. What can I do? 

Fajer: Honestly, the best way to deal with this is to
speak to your friend and try and negotiate another
scenario, maybe paying a small amount every month
or getting an extension. Whatever you agree on, make
sure you do so in writing. 

This is not legal advice but I would like to give it
anyways because I have seen things from my experi-
ence working at the law firm and dealing with clients
with such issues. Do not let money get in the way of
family or friends or other fruitful relationships, and
always, always have things in writing, even if it is
between friends or family. The two statements may
seem to be contradicting, but they are there to protect
you. Always forgive. I am sorry if I have moved away
from speaking only legally, but it is that I have just
seen a family fight over money and the brother is
determined to put his sisters in jail for not paying him
back the amounts they borrowed that they cannot
afford to repay. Situations sometimes get out of hand
when it comes to the law, and I felt the need to speak
about it publicly.

For any legal questions or queries, email
ask@fajerthelawyer.com. 

Legalese

By Talal Al-Ghannam

local@kuwaittimes.net

Only in Kuwait - Part 9

Good morning dear and honorable brothers and
sisters, and I greet you in advance on the
advent of the holy month of Ramadan. In this

article, I return to the ‘Only in Kuwait’ series to pinpoint
on wrongdoings that must be addressed and resolved.

Only in Kuwait sick leaves taken by employees dur-
ing short holidays make up more than the actual
working days.

Only in Kuwait many doctors at clinics and hospi-
tals help the malingerers violate state laws in terms of
giving sick leaves, instead of thoroughly examining
them, and show fear of Allah in this subject.

Only in Kuwait you see people fight at co-op soci-
eties over a famous burgundy-colored and sugar-full
drink that is often left on shelves unnoticed all year
long, except in Ramadan arrives when it becomes as
precious as gold.

Only in Kuwait the apartments haris (Janitor) is con-
sidered a ‘king’ as he makes a fortune from unjustifi-
able commissions taken from some helpless tenants
behind the oblivious building owner’s back.

Only in Kuwait the expatriate at a government insti-
tution such as the Ministry of Social Affairs and Labor
is yelled, at whereas the Kuwaiti is given a nice treat-
ment.

Only in Kuwait helpless workers at Kuwait
International Airport are shouted at by female pass-
port officers, telling them to line up and prepare the
residency paper before arriving at the counter. This is a
matter that makes foreign visitors frightened and hesi-
tant to visit Kuwait because of such mistreatment by a
government officer towards low-wage workers.

Only in Kuwait more than 60 percent of the Friday
market’s workers do not have a valid visa.

Only in Kuwait police carry out crackdowns in sev-
eral areas around Kuwait, in which they apprehend up
to 3,000 expatriates. Probably half of those people
were lied to or taken advantage of by their sponsors,
yet they have nowhere else to go to but to continue
working for the sake of their kids and families. Such
sponsors must be prosecuted.

Only in Kuwait you see a policeman force an expat
driver to pull over but stays in his police car and calls
on the driver to come to him instead of doing the
opposite, which is the right way of dealing with traffic
violators.

Only in Kuwait you see deep holes and mountain-
like speed bumps on roads. They often remain neg-
lected by the Ministry of Public Works, and then when
it acts to solve the problem, it waits before a tender is
placed and a company is hired to carry out the neces-
sary works in a process that takes a lot of time. By
then, so many people’s cars are damaged as a result.

Only in Kuwait you are given the right to drive on
the left shoulder of the road with maximum speed of
45 klm/h. Yet, many drivers behind you would not let
you go at that speed, forcing you to accelerate and
end up getting a citation as a result.

Only in Kuwait giving a signal to pass over can be
humiliating to many reckless drivers, who can force
you stop and then physically assault you.

Only in Kuwait sending a text or WhatsApp mes-
sage can be so important to the point it has to be
done while driving.

Till the next article insha Allah

In my view

By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: A court yesterday com-
pelled Kuwait Municipality to recon-
nect power to various buildings found
in violation of municipality rules.
Notably, lawyer Mohammed Al-Ansari
had filed scores of cases against the
municipality, and the court ruled that
disconnecting the power supply
would negatively affect the lives of
families. The municipality had
launched efforts last week to force
property owners to correct construc-
tion violations such as building floors
that exceed the three-storey maxi-
mum limit, or renting extension to
expatriate bachelors. It started taking
action such as disconnecting power
from violating buildings in a bid to
force owners to comply.

Compensation canceled
The court of appeals yesterday

cancelled a first instant ruling sen-
tencing former MP Musallam Al-
Barrak to compensate former minister
Rola Dashti KD 15,000. Dashti had
filed a case against Barrak demanding
KD 250,000 in compensation over
statements he had made accusing her
of covering up for merchants selling
foul foodstuff. 

Ministry to monitor 
warehouse after fire

The Ministry of Education (MoE)
plans to contact a private company
specialized in surveillance camera
installments in order to install cam-
eras as soon as possible at the min-
istry ’s warehouses in Subhan,
Assistant Undersecretary for Financial
Affairs Yousif Al-Najjar said. This meas-
ure was taken immediately after a fire
broke out in the warehouse’s scrap
yard on May 13, Najjar added, noting
that the ministry filed a case at Sabah

Al-Salem police station and that inves-
tigations are still in progress. 

Fishing ban
Chairman of the Kuwaiti Fishermen

Union Thaher Al-Sowayyan urged all
fishermen to respect fishing rules and
conditions set by the Public Authority
for Agricultural Affairs and Fish
Resources (PAAAFR), such as the mul-
let fishing ban. He added he is totally
in support of fishermen’s rights but at
the same time, is keen on protecting
fish resources. Sowayyan also
expressed wishes that once the mullet
fishing season begins on June 1
instead of July 1 as planned, the catch
would be a lot better than those in
previous years and will be sold at rea-
sonable prices.  Sowayyan also urged
fish resources officials at PAAAFR to
open the shrimp fishing season
together with neighboring countries
on August 1.  

Court orders reconnecting
power to violating buildings

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Police arrested the suspected killer of a Ukrainian
man whose body was found in his car in Fahaheel. The sus-
pect, Russian, was arrested while attempting to leave the
country and was sent to concerned authorities.

Fires
Mishref fire center responded to a call about a fire in the

diwaniya of a house, which was evacuated. Firemen were
told a disabled person was inside, who was found uncon-
scious with various burns. He was taken to hospital and the
fire was put out. Separately, a fire broke out in a camp and
chalet on Wafra road. Mina Abdullah fire center responded
and put out the fire. No injuries were reported.

Brother raided
Farwaniya security men busted a brothel in Firdous

and arrested five Sri Lankan prostitutes inside. They
were taken to the proper authorities to face charges.

Bootlegger caught
Hawally police arrested an Indian man with posses-

sion of 231 bottles of homebrewed and impor ted
liquor in Jabriya. The arrest was made when a car was
spotted in an open yard while the man was placing
bags in the trunk. When police approached him, he
fled on foot, but was caught, while 220 locally made
and 11 imported liquor bottles were found. The sus-
pect and the liquor were sent to the Drug Control
General Directorate (DCGD).

Damage seen after firemen tackled a blaze in a Wafra camp yesterday.

Police arrest murderer
on way out of Kuwait

Kuwait supports
ILO’s efforts in

protecting laborers’
rights: Subaih

GENEVA: Kuwait’s participation in the International
Labor Organization (ILO) conference is a testament to
the country’s support of laborers, Minister of Social
Affairs and Labor and Minister of State for Planning and
Development Hind Al-Subaih said yesterday.

Kuwait will present to the ILO a chronicle of the
country’s accomplishments in various fields germane to
labor rights, Subaih noted. She also pointed to strenu-
ous efforts exerted by Kuwait to stave off human traf-
ficking and other forms of labor exploitation.

Meanwhile, Kuwait’s permanent envoy to the United
Nations (UN) and International Organizations
Ambassador Jamal Al-Ghunaim said that this year’s ILO
conference will focus on a myriad of labor issues, includ-
ing ways to cope with humanitarian crises and disasters.

Ghunaim also revealed that the conference will tack-
le strategies to overcome rampant poverty in the world,
noting that Kuwait is a prominent contributor to the
ILO. The 2016 ILO Conference is slated to take place
from today to June 10, with participation of representa-
tives of 187 nations and international labor envoys, in
addition to various civilian organizations. — KUNA

GENEVA: Minister of Social Affairs and Labor and
Minister of State for Planning and Development Hind
Al-Subaih and Kuwait’s permanent envoy to the UN
Ambassador Jamal Al-Ghunaim. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Army Chief of Staff Lieutenant General Mohammad Khaled Al-Kheder meets with his Sudanese counter-
part Moustafa Awadhi Hassan. —KUNA 

Army Chief of Staff Lieutenant General Mohammad Khaled Al-Kheder meets with Italy’s Chief of Staff of the Air
Force Enzo Vecciarelli.

Army Chief of Staff discusses military
issues with Italy, Sudan delegations

KUWAIT: Army Chief of Staff Lieutenant General
Mohammad Khaled Al-Kheder discussed military issues of
mutual interest with delegations of Italy and Sudan in two
separate meetings yesterday. Kheder received his
Sudanese counterpart Moustafa Awadhi Hassan and an
accompanying delegation to deal with key topics and
issues of common concern, Defense Ministry’s Directorate
of Moral Guidance and Public Relations said in a press
statement.

During the meeting, Kheder lauded the depth of rela-
tions between Sudan and Kuwait, and their keenness on
enhancing and developing them, it added. The meeting
was attended by Deputy Chief of General Staff of the
Kuwaiti Army Lieutenant General Abdullah Al-Nawaf Al-
Sabah and some senior military officials. According to the
statement, Kheder also received Italy’s Chief of Staff of the
Air Force Enzo Vecciarelli and his accompanying delega-
tion. The two sides focused on some topics of mutual inter-
est and means of fostering them, it noted. A number of
Kuwaiti officials, including Army’s Deputy Chief of Staff for
planning Major General Ahmad Abdulwahab Al-Omairi,
were present in the meeting. —KUNA

By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: Municipal Council member and head of
Hawally committee Yousif Al-Ghareeb said the need
for building a fourth floor at private houses has
become a necessity for some families, and called for
special solutions for the problem. Under current reg-
ulations, home owners can get permission to build
extra floors for their existing houses for a maximum
of three floors in total. “Most children tend to live in
the same house of their families after they get mar-
ried, due to the housing problem, forcing citizens in
these cases to build additional floors to avoid having
their children pay over KD 400 in monthly rent,” he
explained. He urged Kuwait Municipality and the
Ministry of Electricity and Water (MEW) to reconsider
the matter and the decisions they accordingly make,
including disconnecting power supplies from violat-
ing properties. 

Councilor demands
allowing four floors


