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500,000 possible
voters in 2017

KUWAIT: Statistics of the electoral register for 2016
revealed that there are 483,181 registered voters in Kuwait,
with a 17,800 voters’ increase after 33,382 this year alone.
According to sources, the number of voters in the next par-
liamentary elections to be held in the summer of 2017 is
expected to reach 500,000 or more. The sources mean-
while spoke about possible ‘guided transfer’ of votes after
the statistics showed ‘abnormal growth’ in the second and
fourth constituencies. Tribes continue to dominate voters’
numbers with 53 percent, led by the Awazem tribe, and
followed by Mutair, Ajman, Rashaida and Anza, according
to the statistics. — Al-Qabas

Fake companies
KUWAIT: The Manpower Public Authority referred 76
fake companies to the public prosecution since the
beginning of 2016, Inspections Director Sultan Hassan
said, adding that 789 workers are registered on those
companies’ files. Inspectors filed citations against 438
workers during inspections carried out in the first quar-
ter of this year, he said. — Al-Jarida

Water network
KUWAIT: Kuwait and Saudi Arabia intend to establish a
connection between their respective water supply net-
works in order to face any problems that could face
either country. Discussions on that regard are expect-
ed to start after Ramadan, Minister of Electricity and
Water Ahmad Al-Jassar said. The project would be car-
ried out as part of a plan that could expand in the
future to cover other Gulf states, similar to the electrici-
ty grid connection network. — Al-Rai

A
l-Jarida

Al-Qabas

By Qais Al-Usta

In a nice gesture that makes one feel good, a
citizen hung a large banner in one of the
streets in the area where he lives to congratu-

late his recently graduated daughter from the
college of engineering. This banner, with its
beauty, opens the door for discussion of a bad
phenomenon of our crises in the latest decades,
which is to avoid mentioning the name of the
mother, sister or wife, as if the name of a woman
is a stigma! But all religions and laws confirm
otherwise.

The master of creation,  Muhammad bin
Abdullah (PBUH), used to mention the names of
his wives and daughter, as proven by authenti-
cated hadiths. Even on Judgment Day, people
will be called by their names and that of their
mothers. I believe religious scholars have a major
role in explaining this matter, and it is not
enough to say this is a social custom because it
is a bad one that must be fought, because some
people confuse it with religion and good behav-
ior, while we see it as the contrary.

Let us be proud of the names of our daugh-
ters and their achievements, as we do with our
sons, and let us understand that the woman is a
mother who bore you in her womb, a sister, a
wife and a daughter, and positive talk about her
should be accompanied with action. Avoiding
mentioning her name as if it is a stigma or taboo
indicates viewing women as inferiors, which is
something not accepted by religion or logic.

PS: Many like to plan for their travel early over
considerations related to time management and
discounts given for booking early. But officials at
Kuwait Air ways have so far haven’t  even
announced the destinations the new Boeing 777
aircraft that will be in service in few months will
go to. The question is: Hope the reason is some-
thing good!

So, was the message delivered? I hope so. 
— Translated by Kuwait Times

Al-Anbaa 

By Thaar Al-Rasheedi 

The speech delivered by His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah at the Istanbul
humanitarian summit was not merely a political

one on a specific occasion. With its various parts, it
was rather like a roadmap for peace in the entire
region, and not only a specific region or country. 

That is typical of great men when they take podi-
ums. They do not discuss short-sighted or short-term
visions. They do not limit these visions to a country or
an incidental political occasion. Their visions always
go beyond times and places. HH the Amir did not only
talk about the humanitarian crisis in Syria as one that
needs immediate solutions - he talked about all the
poor worldwide, bad economic situations and politi-
cal conflicts in various countries around the world,
calling for a debate to discuss these problems by the
international community. 

All these points were but part of the Amir’s speech
that ought to be considered the most suitable for this

particular phase of our history, through which he
highlighted the broad lines of finding a comprehen-
sive peaceful diplomatic solution for the entire region,
which is not strange when called for by the world’s
diplomacy sage. 

The Amir also called for activating humane diplo-
macy worldwide, starting from Kuwait, where four
international conferences were hosted to raise dona-
tions for Syrian refugees. Therefore, thanks to his
instructions, Kuwait is an international pioneer in
humane diplomacy when it comes to the Syrian crisis,
through holding conferences and providing Syrian
refugees displaced into Turkey, Lebanon and Jordan
with direct government aid or aid from various
Kuwaiti charities and NGOs. Kuwait is the world’s
humanitarian center and HH the Humanitarian Amir
takes it one step forward to become the world’s
humanitarian diplomacy center. 

— Translated by Kuwait Times

Humanitarian diplomacy

Congratulations,
engineer

Data update reveals
dual citizens

KUWAIT: The Finance Ministry now has a database of
hundreds of Kuwaiti-Americans who revealed that they
have American passports in addition to their Kuwaiti citi-
zenships after updating their banking data. But this infor-
mation is yet to reach the interior ministry due to the lack
of a link between the two ministries. This raises questions
about the possibility of the interior ministry asking for
such information should it decide to pursue dual citizens.
During the process of updating the banking data, a new
phenomenon surfaced among dual Kuwaitis, as many of
them revealed they have American passports but refused
to sign the tax forms the banks gave them. Banking
sources estimate the percentage of dual citizens who did
not sign the tax forms at around 12 percent of those regis-
tered - between 500 to 700 citizens. — Al-Rai

Electricity

Crime
R e p o r t

Assault
A citizen claimed to be “god” and was furious with
police when they arrested him in an abnormal condi-
tion. The man bit two policemen and insulted a third
by throwing dirt at him. The suspect is a 25-year-old,
who was arrested in Salmiya and transferred to crimi-
nal evidence. The man was slapped with several
charges and is being interrogated. — Al-Rai

Threats
A citizen sought police help in Bayan after a person
using an international number sent her threatening and
insulting messages that included her name. Police are
investigating.

Theft
An Indian man’s car was broken into while parked in
front of a Fahaheel mall. The thief stole a bag from
the car containing gold jewelry worth KD 3,000. The
Indian, who works as a goldsmith, had left the bag
in the car to run some errands in the mall. Police are
investigating.

Employer foils his
maid’s suicide attempt

KUWAIT: A citizen foiled a suicide attempt by his Nepalese
domestic helper in his Waha house, after she ingested
cleaning chemicals. She was taken to Jahra Hospital and
underwent a gastric lavage. A security source said the citi-
zen rushed his unconscious maid to hospital, saying she
drank detergents. She was kept in the ICU, and charged
with attempted suicide.

Public funds
KUWAIT: The State Audit Bureau inquired with several
state departments including the Public Institution for
Social Security about the fate of shares they own in com-
panies scrapped from Kuwait Stock Exchange by the
Capital Market Authority. Several state departments have
investments in some companies by purchasing at least
five percent of their stocks using public funds. There is no
clear mechanism to identify the fate of these funds once
a company is scrapped when its losses exceeds 75 per-
cent of its capital. — Al-Jarida

Structural planning
KUWAIT: Construction violations and major projects
create massive pressure on infrastructure which is
already suffering due to the population increase, a
recent report by Kuwait Municipality’s structural plan-
ning department said. It said that there are four mega
oil projects and ten out of thirteen projects currently
implemented by the Ministry of Public Works that vio-
late the structural planning requirements. — Al-Qabas

Court order
KUWAIT: An officer won a court order forcing the Interior
Ministry to enroll him in the Police Academy as a third
year student. The man was rejected after he first applied
to enroll in the academy in 2014. He won a court order the
following year, and then a second order last year when the
Interior Ministry failed to follow the court’s first order. The
third court order issued this year is final. — Al-Rai

Municipality

KUWAIT: Local papers and the Internet are currently full of ads
offering services of housemaids for ‘sale’ or transfer as Ramadan is
approaching. Informed sources said that there is a growing
demand for housemaids as Ramadan is close, and their hiring
costs are accordingly increasing, especially with a shortage of
housemaids in the local market. 

The sources added that due to the short period remaining
before Ramadan begins, specialized housemaid offices might not
be able to procure a new maid quickly, as it usually takes two
months to do so. “This made the cost of transferring a housemaid
from one employer to another go up to KD 1,400 regardless of
the maid’s experience,” said the sources, noting that any house-
maid ad published in the papers or online immediately attracts a
customer regardless of the price. Sometimes the maids are ‘auc-
tioned’ and given away to the highest bidders, the source said.
Touring a Hawally center where many labor offices are located,
the offices were almost empty, unlike previous times when they
used to be packed with housemaids rejected by some sponsors.
Officials at these offices said the reason there were no maids in
the offices is due to the advent of Ramadan, as well as India’s
decision to stop sending housemaids to work in Kuwait. One of
the office managers who has been in this business for 16 years
said human traffickers seeking easy money have been bringing
housemaids directly without help from labor offices at a relatively
lower cost of KD 500-650. They would then ‘resell’ them in Kuwait
and make up to KD 600-800 in profits, he said. — Al-Rai

Maids ‘ads’ on the
rise ahead of Ramadan

KUWAIT: The Interior Ministry distributed brochures to people and employees at the Sabah Al-Nasser and Ardiya
service center, which include tips on saving energy during the summer.
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