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KUWAIT:  “Al OstouraDiej” team was
announced Neymar Jr’s Five Kuwait champi-
on after an intense national final held last
Thursday at Al Kout Mall. The final took place
in partnership with Nissan, Shop & Ship,
Acqua Eva, Sun & Sand Sports and Instituto
Projeto NeymarJr were amongst the groups
of spectators and in the presence of Sheikh
Diej Khalifa Al Sabah who handed the trophy
to the winning team. The winners, who won
the final match against “Abtal Barcelona”, will
be representing Kuwait at the world final in
Brazil in July this year where they will com-
pete against the winning teams from more
than 35 countries for the ultimate prize.

Running from 2 to 23 May, 128 teams
signed up to the 8 national qualifiers and
showed their football skills in a first and only
Neymar Jr signature football tournament
where 5 players compete against 5 in a
unique last man standing modus, with an

eye on meeting Neymar Jr. The fast-paced
game was open for participants between 16
years and 25 years old where two teams of
five players each play 10-minute games with
no goalkeepers. When one team scores a
goal, a player on the opposing team is elimi-
nated until the whole team is completely out
or 10 minutes are up.

When interviewed on their incredible win
in the national final, “Al OstouraDiej” captain
Ahmed Shallal Al Fahed expressed great joy,
saying: “We are very excited about the World
Final and hope to be lucky enough to meet
Neymar. We will do our best to win the world
championship of NeymarJr ’s Five tourna-
ment and represent Kuwait in the best way
possible”. The grand prize for the crowned
world champion team in Brazil is meeting
NeymarJr in Barcelona, Spain, and be his
guest at  the famous Camp Nou for  a
Barcelona match.

‘Al OstouraDiej’ team heads to Brazil for finals
Neymar Jr’s Five National Championship concludes

INDIANAPOLIS: Ray Harroun never could have
envisioned the speed, science and styling
behind the cars on the starting grid for the
100th Indy 500, not when he was piloting the
Marmon Wasp to victory in the inaugural race
back in 1911.

His black-and-gold car looked like a battering
ram on wheels, rather than the sleek, fighter-jet-
like cars of today. Harroun puttered around at an
average speed of 74 mph, roughly 160 mph
behind the pole-winning speed of James
Hinchliffe this year, and he needed nearly 7
hours to complete that first 500-mile race. “In my
estimation the limit is reached at 500 miles,”
Harroun predicted upon exiting the car, “and is
entirely too long for the endurance of the driver.”

New technologies  
Yet they’re still racing 500 miles after all these

years. They probably will be after 100 more
years. Everything else could be vastly different.
“It’s a fascinating question because in essence
this is why we race: To learn and to develop new
technologies to push the performance enve-
lope,” said Jim Campbell, vice president of per-
formance vehicles and motorsports for
Chevrolet. “I just wish I could live another 100
years to be a part of it.”

The high-pitched hum of ethanol-powered
engines could be replaced by the nearly silent
thrum of electric cars, an idea that might have
seemed preposterous a decade ago. Or perhaps
they will be solar-powered. Or run on garbage a
la the DeLorean in “Back to the Future.”

“You’ve got to believe that they’ll go with
some sort of green technology,” said 1986 win-
ner Bobby Rahal, who now runs the Rahal
Letterman Lanigan team. “Maybe you’ll have
nuclear-powered cars, I don’t know.” Nobody
does. That’s the fun of the exercise.

Asking drivers and executives in Gasoline
Alley to picture the future of the Indy 500 is like
asking Helio Castroneves to play Aldous Huxley
or Simon Pagenaud to channel his inner George
Orwell. Not surprisingly, many of their responses
trended toward science fiction. “You know what?
I’m a big ‘Star Wars’ fan,” Pagenaud said, “so
maybe it will look like a ‘Star Wars’ car with no
tires. That would be awfully strange, wouldn’t it?”
Well, drying the track after a rainstorm would no
longer be an issue. And all those seats in the
upper reaches of the grandstands would
become prime viewing spots. “Maybe they’ll
look like a spaceship,” Castroneves said. “That’s a
good question. I won’t be here. I’ll be looking up
at the sky. Or hopefully, I should say, I’ll be look-
ing down.”

Subtle changes? 
Perhaps the changes will be more subtle, like

the engine moved elsewhere on the car - it was-
n’t until the 1960s that it was moved from the
front to the back. If the cars are still stuck to the
ground, maybe the tires will be made of some
new material - they have already undergone
myriad changes over the years.

Aerodynamics will change. The cars these
days seem like they cut through air like a scalpel,
but that was probably the case in Harroun’s time,
too. The car that wins the 100th running this
weekend will almost certainly land in the track-
side museum, where it will seem woefully anti-
quated in another 100 years.

“If you go back through history, you see a lot
of funny things happen here, a lot of guys get-
ting creative on the engineering side to find that
extra tenth of a mile an hour,” Hinchcliffe said.
“It’s pretty standard to see people trying things
outside of the box when you’re running around
this place.” Yes, one of the hallmarks of the Indy
500 has always been innovation. Drivers and
crews would arrive each May with bold designs
and creative engineering, pushing the envelope

in new and imaginative ways.
“Where do we go from here? It’s an open

question,” said Art St. Cyr, president of Honda
Performance Development. “Advanced fuels?
Definitely. Increased safety, of course, would be
a major priority. Chassis, where the wheels, tires
and suspension are a single unit made out of as-
yet undeveloped materials? Perhaps. “One thing
about racing, this is the venue that will continue
to push technology.”

Not everybody agrees, nor does everyone
share the same outlandish optimism for the
future. Three-time winner Bobby Unser lament-
ed the direction the Indy 500 has gone in recent
years. Spec chassis provided by Dallara and
engines delivered by Chevrolet and Honda have
robbed it of its creativity.

“If they don’t change something they’re
going to kill it - if they don’t change the thing

and get back to some real racing and innovation,
it’s going to kill the race,” Unser said with a sigh.
“This is America. We’re an innovative country.
Why would we want everything to be the same?”
Just as many argue the racing has never been
better, though.

Recent years have produced record numbers
of lead changes and heart-stopping finishes. The
100th running is sold out, allowing the blackout
to be lifted for local TV. Interest appears to be at
an all-time high. Maybe that will be enough to
push the race through another 100 years.

“I imagine the rate of change has slowed,”
Hinchcliffe said, “but the cars will be massively
different. The track will have grown a lot. Speeds
will get back to record-breaking territory. But I
think we’ll still have the same awesome event,
the same respect and appreciation for it. I wish I
could be around to see it.” —AP 

Looking ahead to a 100 more 
years at the Indianapolis 500

INDIANAPOLIS:  This Oct 12, 2010, file photo, shows thirty-three cars driven to victory in the
Indianapolis 500 forming the starting grid on the main straight during a photo shoot for the
Speedway’s 100th anniversary, at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway. — AP  

WENTWORTH: Sweden’s Rikard Karlberg
surged up the leader board as the final round
of the European PGA Championship got
under way here at Wentworth yesterday.
Karlberg, who was eight shots off the pace
after 54 holes, went to the turn in 30, five-
under par, with his round being kick-started
by a hole-in-one at the 154-yard, par-3, sec-
ond. The Swede had bogeyed the first but
when his nine-iron found the cup it sparked a
run of four birdies in seven holes to the turn
and a two at the10th, followed by a birdie at
the par-5 12th, took him to eight-under for
the tournament and one shot off the leader,
Scott Hend of Australia. Karlberg won his first
European Tour title last season when he beat
Martin Kaymer in a play-off at the Italian
Open and looked likely to be involved in the
shake-up here.

Hend’s first round 65 gave him the lead
but since then he shot 69 and 73 with his
third round being disrupted by hecklers. The
Australian, who was playing with Danny
Willett, said the spectators should have been
removed and he felt like punching them but
it was all quiet as he was about to tee off.
Hend, who was in the final group with

England’s Tyrell Hatton was yet to start his
round, but several others were preparing to
launch an assault on his lead.

England’s Chris Wood and Julien Quesne,
of France, both birdied the first to move to
seven-under par, two off the lead, level with
Lee Westwood and 2009 USPGA Champion
YE Yang of Korea but a double bogey six at
the third put a dent in Willett’s chances.

Defending champion Byeong Hun An was
two-under for the day after 11 holes but still
six shots off the lead and Graeme McDowell’s
chances appeared to have gone after a dou-
ble bogey seven on the fifth. Two-time win-
ner Luke Donald carded a disappointing 71
to finish one-under for the tournament hav-
ing been four-under on the opening day but
Spain’s Eduardo de la Riva was playing him-
self into a good finish as he was three-under
for the day and four-under for the tourna-
ment after 15 holes. There was another hole-
in-one yesterday morning with England’s
James Morrison acing the 187-yard 14th with
a five-iron. Morrison followed that up with a
bogey and was out of contention on three-
over after 16 although he did have the conso-
lation of winning a car. — AFP 

NEW YORK: Sidney Crosby opens his bid
to match Canadian countryman Mario
Lemieux as a two-time Stanley Cup win-
ner when the Pittsburgh Penguins begin
the National Hockey League Finals on
Monday against visiting San Jose.

Crosby scored the gold medal-win-
ning over-time goal for Canada in the
2010 Vancouver Winter Olympic final
after leading Pittsburgh to the 2009 NHL
crown, but the Penguins have not been
back to the best-of-seven championship
series until now. “We know the biggest
challenge is ahead of us, but we’ve got a
great opportunity,” Crosby said. “It wasn’t
easy getting to this point. It would be
great to finish it off the right way.”

Pittsburgh ousted Tampa Bay in the
Eastern Conference final while the
Sharks eliminated St Louis in the West to
reach the Stanley Cup Finals for the first
time in their quarter-century history. “It’s
a great test for us,” Sharks center Joe
Thornton said. “They are a great team
with some great players. We’ve got to be
ready come Monday night.”

Crosby, the 28-year-old Penguins cap-
tain and 2005 NHL Draft top pick, played
briefly as a rookie with Lemieux, the Hall
of Fame center known as “Super Mario”
who led the Penguins to Stanley Cups in
1991 and 1992. Lemieux later became
the team owner and had “Sid the Kid” liv-
ing in his home during his rookie season.
Crosby led the Penguins with 36 goals
this season while Russian center Evgeni
Malkin added 27 and Phil Kessel had 26.

‘Right direction’ 
The Penguins struggled early but

after Mike Johnston was fired and Mike

Sullivan replaced him as coach last
December, Pittsburgh produced the best
record in the NHL after January 1. “They
definitely changed some things when
they brought the new coach in and got
that ball rolling in the right direction,”
said Sharks coach Peter DeBoer.  “They
were the best team in the league in the
second half of the year.

“We know how tough an opponent
this is. They have two of the best players
in the world (in Crosby and Malkin). They
are a deep team. It’s a great challenge.
Our guys are excited.” Kessel, with play-
off team highs of nine goals and nine
assists, has sparked the Penguins in the
post-season alongside linemates Carl
Hagelin and Nick Bonino.

Backstopping the Penguins’ playoff
run has been goaltender Matt Murray,
who turned 22 earlier this month.
Injured veteran Marc-Andre Fleury has
stayed benched since getting healthy by
Murray, whose 11 wins in 15 playoff
games are more than his 9 wins in 13
regular-season contests.

“I know there are a lot of stories that
surround this group, but the greatest
story of all is the group itself,” Sullivan
said. “When you’re part of something
that’s bigger than yourself it’s a special
feeling and I know these guys have it
right now.”

The Sharks’ breakthrough has given
Patrick Marleau, whose entire 18-season
career has been spent in San Jose, and
Thornton, who like Marleau has more
than 1,500 NHL games, their first trip to
the Cup finals. “You don’t make it this far
all the time obviously,” Marleau said.
“Just trying to seize the moment.” —AFP 

PITTSBURG: Pittsburgh Penguins celebrate as they gather around goalie Matt
Murray after defeating the Tampa Bay Lightning 2-1 in Game 7 of the NHL hockey
Stanley Cup Eastern Conference finals. — AP

Crosby-led Penguins face 
Sharks for Stanley Cup

Swede Rikard Karlberg first to 
challenge Wentworth leaders


