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AUGSBURG: German fans sit in the stands behind a sign reading “Jerome, move in next to us” ahead of
the friendly football match between Germany and Slovakia. (Inset) Bayern’s Jerome Boateng poses
during an official photo shooting in Munich. — AFP/AP photos

FRANKFURT: The right-wing populist
Alternative for Germany (AfD) party found itself
under fire yesterday after a leading member
made racist remarks about the national football
team’s defender Jerome Boateng, forcing its
leader to issue an apology.

The uproar was started by AfD’s deputy chief
Alexander Gauland, who told the Sunday news-
paper Frankfurter Allgemeine Sonntagszeitung
(FAS) that Germans would not like to live next
door to Boateng, who has a Ghanaian father and
was born and brought up in Berlin. 

“People find him good as a footballer, but
they don’t want to have a Boateng as a neigh-
bor,” Gauland said. Yesterday, the 75-year-old
Gauland attempted to back track.”I have never,
as the FAS insinuates, insulted Mr Boateng,” he
told German daily Bild. “I do not know him nor
would I therefore have the idea to devalue him
as a personality.”

The newspaper FAS put out a statement say-
ing both of their reporters, who interviewed
Gauland in Potsdam last Wednesday, had a
record of his comments, which have drawn
widespread condemnation. AfD party chief
Frauke Petry has tried to calm the storm, telling
the mass-circulation daily Bild that Gauland “can-

not recall whether he made that statement.”
“Independent of that, I apologise to Mr Boateng
for the impression that arose,” she said.

And Petry subsequently tweeted: “Jerome
Boateng is a super footballer who is rightly a
member of the German national team. I’m look-
ing forward to the European championships.”
Nevertheless, Gauland’s comments have fallen
offside with key figures in German football and
politics. The president of the DFB German foot-
ball league, Reinhard Grindel, slammed them as
“simply tasteless”.

‘It deserves the red card’
Boateng, 27, “is an excellent player and a

wonderful person, who gets involved in social
causes and is a role model for many young peo-
ple”. The manager of the German national team,
Oliver Bierhoff, said: “It isn’t the first time that
we’ve been confronted with such statements.
They need no comment. The people who made
them are simply discrediting themselves.”

Benedikt Hoewedes, who won the World Cup
alongside Boateng in the German team, wrote,
“if you want to win the title for Germany, you
need neighbors like him” alongside a picture of
Boateng on Twitter. Karl-Heinz Rummenigge,

chairman of Boateng’s club Bayern Munich, said
racism needs to be shown a red card.

“Discrimination of any kind has no place in
sports and in our society. It deserves the red
card,” Rummenigge said. German Justice
Minister Heiko Maas slammed Gauland’s com-
ments as “unacceptable and shabby”. “People
who say things like that unmask themselves, and
not just as a bad neighbor,” he wrote on Twitter.

Last week, members of the anti-Islam Pegida
movement sparked controversy when they took
to Facebook to attack members of the national
football team with migrant backgrounds. Pegida
supporters complained when childhood photos
of players including Boateng, as well as midfield-
ers Mesut Ozil and Ilkay Gundogan, were used in
a marketing campaign for Ferrero’s Kinder
chocolate in the run-up to the UEFA Euro foot-
ball championships, due to be held in France in
June. 

The AfD, founded on a eurosceptic platform
three years ago,  has vocal ly  protested
Germany’s record refugee influx that brought
more than one mil l ion asylum seekers to
Europe’s top economy last year alone. The par-
ty won several regional assembly seats in
recent state elections.  —AFP 

German populist party slammed
over racist Boateng comments

MONTREAL: Didier Drogba scored an
injury-time winner as the Montreal Impact
downed the Los Angeles Galaxy 3-2 to
maintain their place near the top of Major
League Soccer’s Eastern Conference stand-
ings on Saturday.

Drogba’s goal in the fourth minute of
injury time came after a terrible blunder by
Galaxy goalkeeper Brian Rowe, who
allowed the former Chelsea striker’s long-
range freekick to squirt from his grasp and
into the net. The injury-time strike was the
final twist of a pulsating game in Montreal
which left the Canadian club firmly among
the Eastern Conference front-runners.

Giovani Dos Santos had fired Los
Angeles into the lead after only eight min-
utes, capitalizing after Maxim Tissot failed
to head clear to leave the Mexican interna-
tional a simple tap-in. Montreal hit back
though on 26 minutes with a superbly
worked counter-attack which saw Dominic
Oduro sprint almost the length of the field
before passing to Ignacio Piatti who tucked
away the equalizer. The Impact took the
lead early in the second half with a fine
individual goal from Lucas Ontivero, who

lost his marker with a clever turn before
unleashing a ferocious shot into the top
corner in the 56th minute. Los Angeles
responded within two minutes when Mike
Magee controlled Steven Gerrard’s cross
into the area, turned and drilled in for 2-2.
That looked to be enough for a share of the
points until  Rowe’s late gaffe gifted
Montreal the win. 

Elsewhere Saturday, the New York Red
Bulls backed up last week’s demolition job
on New York City FC with a 3-0 win over
Toronto FC which came courtesy of a quick-
fire hat-trick from Bradley Wright-Phillips.
The English striker grabbed his treble
inside the first half hour, scoring in the 4th,
25th and 27th minutes to sink Toronto.

The result left the Red Bulls level on 19
points with Montreal, one behind
Philadelphia Union, who took a one-point
lead at the top after battling to a 1-1 draw
against the Colorado Rapids in Denver.
Philadelphia looked to be heading to defeat
after Sam Cronin struck for the Rapids in the
87th minute. But Brian Carroll pounced in
the second minute of injury time to grab a
share of the points for Philadelphia. —AFP 

Drogba strikes late as 
Montreal sink Galaxy

BERLIN: Real Madrid have held talks with
Poland’s star striker Robert Lewandowski,
his agent has confirmed, while Bayern
Munich insist they will pay whatever it
takes to keep him. “Real Madrid
approached us a few weeks ago, we have
listened to everything and informed Bayern
that we have held talks,” Lewandowski’s
agent Cezary Kucharski told the latest edi-
tion of German Magazine Der Spiegel.

According to reports in the German
media, Real is prepared to pay the Poland
striker 25 million euros ($27.78m) per sea-
son. Lewandowski finished as the
Bundesliga’s top scorer, when he became
the first foreigner to score 30 league goals
plus nine in the Champions League, in a tal-
ly of 42 in all competitions.

It was the first time a player has scored
30 goals in a single German league season
in nearly 40 years. The 27-year-old has been
on Real’s radar since he scored four goals
against the Spanish giants in the 2013
Champions League semi-final for previous
club Borussia Dortmund. The Poland hot-
shot has a contract in Munich until 2019,
but has made it clear he is weighing up his
options at German champions Bayern, who
he joined in 2014 on a free transfer from

Dortmund The Champions League, or
European Cup, which Real won for the 11th
time in Saturday’s final, is the only domestic
title to have eluded Lewandowski at
Dortmund and Bayern. “I ’ve been in
Germany for six years, have won everything
here. Sometimes you have to consider
whether it makes sense to try something
new,” said Lewandowski recently.

But Bayern’s chairman Karl-Heinz
Rummenigge has said the Bavarian giants
have ‘no pain barrier’ when it comes to
what they will pay to keep their hot-shot in
Munich. “One thing I know for sure: Robert
Lewandowski will play in the upcoming
season at Bayern Munich. There is no need
to think anything else,” Rummenigge is
quoted in Monday’s edition of magazine
Kicker.

“The decision has been made: we won’t
let Robert Lewandowski go, regardless of
what offer lands on the table. “There is no
pain-barrier (to what Bayern will pay) when
it comes to Robert.” Lewandowski has so far
avoided joining Bayern stars Manuel Neuer,
Thomas Mueller, Jerome Boateng, David
Alaba and Javier Martinez who have all
extended their Munich contracts until
2021.— AFP 

Bayern will fight to keep 
Real-target Lewandowski

Robert Lewandowski

LONDON: Steve Bruce believes Hull can copy
the blueprint of the Premier League’s over-
achievers as they look to survive in the top-
flight. Bruce’s side secured an immediate return
to the big time following last year’s relegation
thanks to Mohamed Diame’s sublime strike in
the Championship play-off final against Sheffield
Wednesday.

Senegal midfielder Diame’s long-range effort
in the 72nd minute was enough to give Hull a 1-
0 win at Wembley on Saturday and Hull boss
Bruce can now turn his attention to planning
their attempt to avoid the drop next term.  It will
help that Hull’s bank balance will be boosted by
the £110 million (145 million Euros, $161 million)
windfall they will earn due to the Premier
League’s new television contracts.

Spending that cash wisely is essential, but
Bruce will also study shock champions Leicester
and the likes of Swansea, Watford and
Bournemouth, who have all survived against the
odds. “Nobody gave us a cat in hell’s chance of
staying up a few years ago, but it can be done,”
Bruce said. “We know we have to be at our maxi-
mum and invest well. That’s the hardest part for a
club like Hull. “Even when you’ve got money you
have to spend it wisely and get the right player.
We’ll do our best. “If we do things properly we
can improve the club no end. If somebody had
said Leicester would be champions we’d have
said they were nuts, so it proves anything can
happen. “Bournemouth and Watford stayed up
this season and Swansea have done it for seven
or eight years. We have to try to replicate that.” 

Mastermind 
Bruce revealed he had offered to resign after

Hull’s relegation but was persuaded to stay by
the club’s Egyptian owner Assem Allam. Allam is
ailing in hospital and Bruce dedicated the pro-
motion to him. “I did offer to resign because ulti-
mately we failed. Thankfully the owner didn’t
want me to go,” Bruce said. “I had a long hard
think about it to see if I could repair the damage.
“I dedicate this to the chairman. He couldn’t
make it today and his ill health concerns us all,
so for him I’m very pleased.” 

Bruce is the first manager in the Premier
League era to mastermind four promotions to
the top-flight-two with Hull and two with
Birmingham-but he conceded he was unsure at
the start of the season if Hull were capable of
recovering from relegation.

“There’s an uncertainty when you get relegat-
ed. We didn’t sign a player until the end of July
and people lost their jobs,” he said. “We had to
sell several of our best young players to make up
the £25 million deficit from relegation. “It’s never
easy but thankfully we had enough in the squad
to get us back up there. “The last four times I’ve
been in the Championship I’ve managed to get
out of it. I’m delighted but it’s not all about me.”

Meanwhile, Wednesday face a 17th succes-

sive year outside the Premier League after a
below par display on their first Wembley appear-
ance since 1993. 

But Wednesday manager Carlos Carvalhal is
hopeful the momentum from their surprise run
to the play-offs will carry over into next season.
“We didn’t play today like we usually play this

season,” Carvalhal said. “We are still very happy
and proud with what we did. I think we woke up
the giant. “Sheffield Wednesday will be more
respected. This is something we created.
“Everything will not be like the past. We are in a
good way. We must get stronger but we have a
good base.” —AFP 

Bruce eyes Premier League 
survival blueprint for Hull

LONDON: Hull City’s English manager Steve Bruce (R) reacts during the English Championship play-
off final football match between Hull City and Sheffield Wednesday at Wembley Stadium. — AFP 

PARIS: The omission of Karim Benzema
and Hatem Ben Arfa from the France squad
for next month’s European Championships
is a missed opportunity to unite the coun-
try in the face of extremism and division,
according to ex-international Eric Cantona.

Cantona stirred up a hornet’s nest last
week when he claimed that France coach
Didier Deschamps was guilty of racial dis-
crimination in his  selection, comments
that French football chief Noel Le Graet on
Saturday dubbed as “stupid” and “pathetic”.

“In this time of trouble and division, I
would have liked all of the France that I
love and dream of be represented in this
France team. Football for me is a fantastic
way of integration and should serve to uni-
fy and unite,” Cantona said in a column
published in Le Journal du Dimanche. “We
missed this chance by not selecting
Benzema and Ben Arfa, two of the best
French players.

“Firstly I think that from a sporting point
of view it ’s a mistake and then, this
European Championships, which moreover
is in France, is an extraordinary opportunity
to send a clear message to the extremists,
whoever they might be. “I’m neither linked
to any party nor the puppet of any ideolo-
gy,” he added. “I’m atheist. I am and always
will be a free man.

“For those who’d like to make believe
that I’m spouting anti-white racism, my
response is one of contempt.” Cantona told
British daily The Guardian on Thursday that
Deschamps had snubbed Benzema and
Ben Arfa because of their “north African ori-
gins”. Deschamps’ lawyer said Friday that
the France coach would be suing Cantona
for slander over his comments.

Cantona, who won 45 caps for France
between 1987 and 1995, has in the past
been very critical of his former teammate
Deschamps, who in 1996 he branded a
“vulgar water carrier”. The former Marseille
and Leeds United striker retired in 1997
before taking up a career in cinema. In
2007 he married Franco-Algerian actress
Rachida Brakni.

Deschamps, 47, went on to captain
France to the 1998 World Cup title and
2000 European Championship crown. The
exclusion of Benzema, of Algerian
descent, follows his implication in an
alleged attempt by one of his friends to
blackmail  international teammate
Mathieu Valbuena over a sex tape. Ben
Arfa, of Tunisian origins, had been hopeful
of making the squad after relaunching his
career at Nice but instead had to settle for
a place on Deschamps’s standby list of
eight players. — AFP 

Benzema, Arfa omission a missed 
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CLAIREFONTAINE-EN-YVELINES, France: France’s forward Hatem Ben Arfa (right)
speaks with France’s midfielder Moussa Sissoko during a training session in
Clairefontaine en Yvelines on May 26, 2016, as part of the team’s preparation for the
upcoming Euro 2016 European football championships. — AFP 

LONDON: London Olympics chief Sebastian
Coe said it would be “delusional” to think the
2012 Games in the British capital may have
been the dirtiest in history in the wake of
more positive drugs tests. A total of 23 posi-
tive results came from 265 retested samples,
the International Olympic Committee said, on
top of over 30 previous failed tests from com-
petitors who had been caught either during
the Games or since.

The high percentage of apparent doping
offences sparked suggestions on Friday that
London was rife with cheating, but Coe denies
that is the case. Coe, now the president of
world athletics’ governing body the IAAF,
served as the London 2012 organizing com-
mittee chairman.

The former middle-distance track star
claims in the Sunday Telegraph that at the
time of the 1984 Olympics in Los Angeles,
where he competed and won 1500 meters
gold, technology was “prehistoric” and says

many athletes would pick and base their
schedules on the athletics circuit “in large part
on the avoidance of testing”.

The IOC has said its reanalysis program is
ongoing, with the possibility of more results in
the weeks to come. Coe wrote in his newspa-
per column: “It would be delusional to say the
London Games was ‘in the words of many yes-
terday’ dirtier than Games before.”

He added: “The message from Friday was
not only, or even actually, about interpreting
trends. The big message was for athletes to
recognize that just because they may be
ahead of the testing technology at a particular
moment in their career, it does not mean they
can lie easily in their beds until excitable
grandchildren pore over Olympic medals in
their dotage. They will be caught. They will
then have the discomfort of explaining to
those grandchildren why they no longer pos-
sess those medals. More is being done to
catch cheats than ever before.— AFP 

‘Delusional’ to think London 
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