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OKLAHOMA CITY: Stephen Curry #30 of the Golden State Warriors drives against Serge Ibaka #9 of the Oklahoma City Thunder during the fourth quarter in game six of the Western Conference Finals during the 2016 NBA
Playoffs at Chesapeake Energy Arena. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: Klay Thompson and
Stephen Curr y saved the season for
defending NBA champion Golden State,
sparking a stunning fourth-quarter rally to
beat host Oklahoma City 108-101 and
avoid playoff elimination.

Thompson scored a career playoff high
41 points, including an NBA one-game play-
off record 11 3-pointers in 18 attempts, and
NBA Most Valuable Player Curry added 29
points, 10 rebounds and nine assists as the
Warriors leveled the best-of-seven Western
Conference final at three wins each.

“I’m so proud of everybody,” Thompson
said. “We were down almost the whole
game. We never gave up and our resiliency
got us through. We kept our composure. We
knew if we didn’t get it done we were going
home.” The winner of today’s game seven at
Oakland will advance to the NBA Finals, fac-
ing the LeBron James-led Cleveland

Cavaliers when the best-of-seven champi-
onship series opens Thursday. But after
squandering a 3-1 series lead by botching a
golden chance to advance at home, the
Thunder must win on a court where the
Warriors lost only twice all season. “We can’t
hang our heads. We have another game to
play,” Thunder guard Russell Westbrook said.
“Win or go home. Simple as that.”

Among their greatest wins 
Trailing 89-81 with nine minutes remain-

ing, the Warriors closed with a 27-12 run —
19-5 over the final seven minutes and 12-2
in the last three-in a thriller Thompson and
Curry ranked among their greatest wins. “It
has to be because of the situation,”
Thompson said. “Everybody probably
counted us out. It was great fun to play with
that fire, that emotion.” “This was a huge win
for us,” Curry said. “Doesn’t win us a ring-we

don’t want to pop the champagne or any-
thing. I t ranks right up there for sure
because we’re still alive.” Thompson scored
the first nine points of the fourth quarter for
Golden State and added two more clutch 3-
pointers in the period after a brief pep talk
from Curry before the last quarter began.
“Steph told me, ‘This is your time. Show
what you can do out there,’” Thompson said.
“I tried to take that to heart.”

Thunder star Kevin Durant made four
turnovers in the last 99 seconds and
Westbrook lost two more in the dramatic final
moments. “They got their hands on some
balls, but for the most part we tried to make
the right plays, make the right decisions,
especially down the stretch,” Westbrook said.

Thunder ‘stagnant’ late 
Thunder coach Billy Donovan wanted to

see more players involved in those key plays.

“We just didn’t help each other enough in
those situations,” Donovan said. “They made
big plays coming down the stretch and we
got a little stagnant.” The Warriors got more
intense. “We had so much more grit, the
toughness that was lacking in (lost games)
three and four,” Warriors coach Steve Kerr said.
“Game five helped us regain our confidence.
We knew we could come in here and play a
much better game.” Curry’s 3-pointer with
2:47 remaining tied the game at 99-99 and
Thompson made the last of his 3-pointers
with 95 seconds remaining to put the
Warriors ahead to stay at 104-101.

“This game was probably the hardest
game of our lives,” Curry said. “We felt like we
had control of the game. We just needed a
stop or two. They got some garbage, the ball
bouncing their way. We felt like we could turn
the game around, and we did. “We’ve got to
keep it going at home. We’ve got a great

opportunity.” The Warriors, who produced the
best regular season mark in NBA history at
73-9 in this campaign, kept defensive poise
down the stretch. “That has been our calling
card, made us a championship-caliber team,”
Curry said. “Down the stretch we stayed disci-
plined. “Game seven, if we give that same
effort, we’ll be fine.” Thompson’s amazing 3-
point shooting in the final minutes stole the
show, shocking even backcourt partner Curry,
who this year set an NBA record for 3-pointers
in a season. “It was unbelievable,” Curry said.
“We needed every single one of them.

“All Klay needs is a sliver of daylight. The
shots he made were huge. I’m sure there’s
more in the chamber for game seven. We
need that punch.” Kerr has learned to live with
the long-range heroics of Thompson and
Curry. “They walk that fine line between
lethal and crazy,” Warriors coach Steve Kerr
said. “We have to live with that.” — AFP

Warriors rally to force game 7 with Thunder

Thompson, Curry keep defending champs’ hopes alive 

PARIS: Switzerland’s Stan Wawrinka clenches his fist after winning a point as
against Serbia’s Viktor Troicki during their fourth round match of the French
Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros stadium. — AP

PARIS: Defending champion Stan Wawrinka
moved into the French Open quarter-finals yes-
terday where he will face a Spanish left-hander
who isn’t named Rafael Nadal. That honor falls to
unheralded Albert Ramos-Vinolas who reached
his first Grand Slam last-eight with a 6-2, 6-4, 6-4
defeat of Canadian eighth seed Milos Raonic.

Third seed Wawrinka, for his part, saw off
Serbia’s Viktor Troicki 7-6 (7/5), 6-7 (7/9), 6-3, 6-2
for his 11th straight win in the year’s second
Grand Slam. “It was far from easy with tough
conditions-heavy and cold, but I am happy to
have come through it,” 31-year-old Wawrinka
said. “It was a big battle, but I was able to stay
calm and win this match.”

It was Wawrinka’s fifth win in five meetings
with Troicki whose challenge fizzled out after
he required treatment for a right thigh injury at
4-1 down in the third set. Ramos-Vinolas, 28,
had never got beyond the second round of any
major before this Roland Garros and had failed
to win a match at the tournament since 2011.

But the world number 55, who is only his
country’s ninth best player, ensured a left-
hander from Spain would be in the last-eight
after the injury-enforced withdrawal of nine-

time champion Nadal. “I had lost four times in
a row here so I am very happy,” said the shock
winner who had also won just four matches in
his entire career at the majors before coming
to Paris. “I played a great match. I think the
cloudy conditions helped me as they made
the court slower.”

Under-powered 
He trails Wawrinka 6-0 in career meetings

including last week in Geneva where he won
just two games. “Wawrinka is the titleholder.
He’s hugely powerful. Last week I played him,
and he won very easily,” said Ramos-Vinolas.
“He didn’t leave any opportunity for me to
play my tennis. But this is another tourna-
ment.” Raonic had been bothered by a left hip
injury in the last round and the 25-year-old
was obviously under-powered on Court
Suzanne Lenglen.

With John McEnroe, who has agreed to
work with him on his Wimbledon campaign,
watching from the stands, Raonic was broken
twice in the first set. He was a break to the
good at 2-0 in the second but Ramos-Vinolas
roared back to claim a two-sets lead. The

Spaniard had only ever defeated one other
top 10 player before yesterday and that was
the impressive scalp of Roger Federer in
Shanghai in 2015.

He was soon to make it two when he broke
Raonic for a 5-4 lead in the third set and
claimed the tie on a third match point in a sev-
en-minute 10th game. The Spaniard finished
with just 13 unforced errors compared to 38 for
the big Canadian.

National landmarks 
Later yesterday, Andy Murray takes a 5-0

career lead over John Isner into their last-16
clash as both men seek to set new national
landmarks in Paris. Second seed Murray is bid-
ding to move ahead of Fred Perry, who was a
five-time quarter-finalist, for the most Roland
Garros last-eights reached by a British man.

Isner, the 15th seed, is aiming to become
the first American man to reach the last-eight
since Andre Agassi in 2003. Murray has won all
of the pair’s five meetings but they have never
met on clay. Japanese fifth seed Kei Nishikori
has a 6-2 record over French ninth seed Richard
Gasquet ahead of their last-16 tie. — AFP

Wawrinka sets up Ramos-Vinolas 

clash in French Open last-eight


