
L o c a l
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2016

By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: As part of the coverage of the 2016
parliamentary elections, Kuwait Times is inter-
viewing candidates and attending symposiums
to hear their views on challenges facing Kuwait.
Dr. Ghadeer Aseri, candidate of the first district
held a symposium on Wednesday at the
Radisson Blu Hotel. She focused her talk on the
issues of education and general freedom in
Kuwait. 

“The society can be changed through
changing the laws. We should have laws that
respect people. We need to open our country
and to have more freedom. This is related to all
issues in our life including discrimination in the
university, freedom of speech, and even the

freedom to wear what we see suitable. I consid-
er it ridicules not to be able to enter a health
club at night just because I’m a woman,” Dr.
Ghadeer Aseri said during the symposium.

According to her Kuwait should be a civil
country. “We need to respect Article 30 of the
Kuwaiti Constitution that respects our free-
doms. We should all be able to live in harmony
in one society and our minds should be open to
respect each other,” she pointed out. “Our
demands are simple but we can make a
change. The simple demands can bring free-
dom. We need to have the freedom to listen to
music of any style or kind. Everybody in this
country should have the freedom of religion
and beliefs. With more tolerance we will
improve our daily life and the country as

whole,” added Aseri.

On her vision
Dr. Aseri has three major issues that she

plans to work on if she is elected to the parlia-
ment: Changing civil law, youth and change,
and women’s rights in Kuwait. “Change needs
power, which comes from the people so they
should chose right candidates,” she said. 

On education
“The average age of Kuwaitis is 29 years old,

while the average age in Europe is 42 years. So
the majority of our society are young people,
and we need to improve our youth to have more
qualified individuals in the future. The correct
education is necessary for future generations,”

she stated. “We can change the community
through the education and I can also change the
attitude of individuals. I have long term plans as I
don’t aim to make a change for just four years
when I will be an MP, thus to set a law to change
the community for the next 20 or 30 years,” high-
lighted Aseri.

“I aim to change the curriculum, the system of
education, the quality of teachers. Many Kuwaitis
register their children in private schools, as they
think they should invest in their children. They
believe how important the education is for the
future of their kids. Today children play with
iPads and smart phone, which are considered
toys today. This is globalization and we have to
move with it, so I have to fix some policies to
apply with this development,” she concluded. 
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KUWAIT: A Kuwaiti man shows a leaflet as he attends a campaign meeting of candidate
Ghadeer Aseri in Kuwait City on November 16, 2016, ahead of the upcoming parliamen-
tary elections. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat/Kuwait Times

Candidate Ghadeer Aseri speaks during a campaign meeting in Kuwait City on November
16, 2016. 

KUWAIT: Women voters gather to hear candidate and ex MP Dr Abdullah Al-Treiji 
—  Photo by Yasser Al Zayyat

hard on this case with other MPs to withdraw
it from the owner and correct this great cor-
ruption,” stressed Al-Treiji.

He denied being sectarian or talking about
religious issues. “It’s true that I banned some reli-
gious sheikhs from entering Kuwait, thus these

only were the extremists who were insulting
‘Shaba’ (friends of Prophet Mohammed PBUH). I
also spoke about some spies working as staff at
the Iranian embassy even before we discovered
the Abdali Cell. All these issues are part of state’s
security,” he concluded.       
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KUWAIT: Former MP and candidate in the first
district Dr. Abdullah Al-Treiji held a sympo-
sium for female voters at the Regency Hotel
on Wednesday. Al-Treiji focused on security
issues facing Kuwait including concerns about
threats posed by regional instability and
neighbors as well as problems of corruption
domestically. 

According to Al-Treiji, Iran represents a sys-
tematic threat to Kuwait’s security. “The arrest-
ed members of the ‘Abdali Cell’ who stored
huge quantity of weapons in a farm admitted
they are convinced of what they do and that
they have relation with Iran. Our region is in
danger and many events took place since
1979 from the Iran-Iraq war, Iraqi invasion of
Kuwait, Arab Spring, and the latest is the
Yemeni conflict,” he said during the sympo-
sium.

Economic challenges
“After 50 years we are going backwards

instead of developing. This was caused by the
corruption and wrong acts taken by the gov-
ernment. When the government decided to

increase the price of electricity I was against
this decision. Then last August the govern-
ment issued the fuel price increase and I also
rejected it from the first day. The government
then issued the grant of 75 liters of fuel for citi-
zens which I also refused as it was humiliating
decision,” explained Al-Treiji.

Corruption
“After the scandal of the Dow Chemical

Company which caused losses of billions to
public money, other corruption was unveiled.
It was distribution of agricultural properties for
farms. There were tens or maybe hundreds of
forgery cases, in which the persons who got
the license for a farm registered more names
with them for other lands through false claims
and all were registered for the Amiri Diwan.
Fortunately I succeeded with other MPs to
report these cases to the prosecutor general
before the parliament was dissolved, as this is
stealing of Kuwait property,” he noted.

Other corruption. “The Olympic Asian
Council is an example of other corruption. The
owner only pays a rent of KD 20 per year for
the whole building, while he is making a rev-
enue of KD 12 million per year. I also worked
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