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Kuwait envoy presides 
over 5th UNCAC session

VIENNA: Kuwait’s Ambassador to Austria and its permanent
envoy to international organizations Sadiq Marafi chaired the
fifth session of the United Nations Convention against
Corruption (UNCAC) yesterday. The two-day meeting is
expected to yield reviews of previous suggestions and deci-
sions made during the sixth UNCAC Conference held in the
Russian city of Saint Petersburg last November, the Kuwaiti
diplomat said. Moreover, he revealed that Kuwait is presiding
over such a monumental meeting for the first time - an
achievement he described as the latest in a spate of diplomat-
ic accolades. By virtue of his victory in UNCAC Asian elections
in November 2015, Marafi holds the position of Deputy Head
of the UNCAC conference. 

Kuwait’s Amal team spreads 
hope amongst Benin people 

COTONOU: Kuwait’s Amal team (part of the Direct Aid
Society) continues to spread hope while carrying out relief aid
operations in the West African nation of Benin. In 2008, the
team erected the Amal (hope) center in the town of Bobe, a
two-hour rough drive from the capital Cotonou. The center
provides educational and health services in addition to hand-
ing out rations and other necessities. Head of the Amal center
Abdulaziz Bin Al-Sheikh said that they were contributing to
the development of education in Bobe, revealing that gradu-
ates of their facility were heavily sought by the job market.
Many of the towns dwellers have held respectively jobs due to
the involvement of the center, said the official, adding that
they have hired 77 employees to help run the Amal center.

Kuwait to head MENA 
‘Financial Task Force’ 

DOHA: Kuwait will head the Middle East and North Africa
Financial Action Task Force (MENAFATF) in 2017, said
Chairman of the Kuwaiti Financial Intelligence Unit (KWFIU)
and President of the National Committee for Anti-Money
Laundering and Combating the Financing of Terrorism, Talal
Al-Sayegh yesterday. On the sidelines of the 24th meeting of
the MENAFAFT, which began on November 12, Al-Sayegh said
that Kuwait is keen on carrying out the efforts to prevent
organized crime and terrorism from flourishing in the MENA
region and the world. He added that Kuwait will launch a
study during its presidency to evaluate MENAFATF members’
commitment to proposals and decisions made by the task
force. Kuwait is keen on forwarding and supporting
MENAFATF agenda on the global scene, said Al-Sayegh,
adding that all members of the task force will be given equal
opportunities to provide their vital inputs to the organization.

KUWAIT: The 41st Kuwait international book
fair organized Wednesday a special lecture on
the reign His Highness late Amir Sheikh Jaber
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. The lecture, enti-
tled “Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad . .  A Home
March”, recalled the late Amir’s major accom-
plishments throughout his political life,
beginning with his role as former senior state
official, and his reign as the Amir of Kuwait,
from 1977 to 2006, that shaped and devel-
oped Kuwait’s economic and political status
on regional and international arenas.

Kuwait National Library’s General Manager
Kamel Al-Abduljaleel hosted the event, which
was lectured by Dr Benayan Turki, a history
professor at Kuwait University, and Dr Nada
Al-Mutawa, a political science and economy
researcher, and a specialist in strategic affairs.
The late Amir had key and direct role in the
humanitarian and philanthropic action inside
and outside Kuwait, aiding the poor and
needy people from all over the world, Al-
Abduljaleel said at the lecture’s opening
speech.

Turki highlighted Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad’s

most important philanthropic actions, in
which, as a result, he was chosen as the
Philanthropic Personality of the year 1995,
pointing out that the late Amir was the
founder of Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic
Development (KFAED). In several UN General
Assembly speeches, Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad
called for international efforts to repay debts
of poor and developing countries, particularly
the African ones. The initiatives came out of
his love and passion for charitable actions and
philanthropic initiatives that also aimed at
narrowing the gap between the rich and
poor, he noted.

Meanwhile, Al-Mutawa pointed out the
late Amir’s charismatic personality that was
admired by a large number of leaders and key
figures around the world, noting that these
qualities helped Kuwait to become a member
in the International Monetary Fund (IMF),
World Bank (WB), the United Nations (UN) in
1962, when Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad was the
country’s finance minister.

Due to his long financial expertise, Sheikh
Jaber Al-Ahmad was also an instrumental fac-

tor in establishing and organizing the bank-
ing system in Kuwait as a tool to manage the
financial affairs in the country, she noted,
adding that he was also the founding father
of the Future Generation Reserve Fund. Al-

Mutawa also pointed out the late Amir’s
direct supervision of Kuwait’s foreign invest-
ments and Kuwait Investment Authority (KIA)
before becoming the country’s Prime
Minister. — KUNA

Book fair highlights late Amir’s reign

NEW YORK: A new Kuwait-funded exhi-
bition opened at the North Carolina
Museum of History in Raleigh, honoring
those who served and sacrificed to liber-
ate Kuwait in 1990-1991. The exhibition,
that will run through January 15, 2017,
titled “The First Gulf War: The War to Free
Kuwait,” is funded by the Kuwaiti
Government to honor the 75,000 men
and women, and their units, stationed in
North Carolina, who served and sacri-
ficed to liberate Kuwait.

The exhibition features eight informa-
tional panels, filled with photographs,
recounting the conflict that began when

Saddam Hussein of Iraq attacked Kuwait
on August 2, 1990. The resulting conflict
became known as the Gulf War of 1990-
1991, when the US led the most diverse
coalition of nations in recent history in
Operations Desert Shield and Desert
Storm to oust Iraqi forces that had invad-
ed Kuwait. The First Gulf War exhibition
highlights Operations Desert Shield and
Desert Storm, weapons of the Gulf War,
and the liberation of Kuwait. The North
Carolina Department of Natural and
Cultural Resources Secretary Susan
Kluttz expressed in a press release that
she is proud to take every opportunity to

“acknowledge and thank the members
of our military.” 

“It is important to remember that our
freedom is due to the men and women
who have sacrificed, and continue  to
sacrifice, for us every day,” she added.
On behalf of the NC Department of
Military and Veterans Affairs, Secretary
Cornell Wilson, said this travelling exhib-
it is a unique way to highlight North
Carolina’s many contributions to the
Gulf War, where over 75,000 service
members contributed 45 percent of the
combat power to Operation Desert
Storm. “We look forward to this multi-
agency effort educating the public as
this memorial travels across the state,”
he added. The exhibit recognizes
numerous units from North Carolina
that played important roles in Gulf War.
These range from Fort Bragg to
Seymour Johnson Air Force Base to
Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune, along
with several National Guard and Reserve
facilities. The final panel of the exhibit is
titled “The Cost of War,” where it
acknowledges 17 service members from
North Carolina who gave the ultimate
sacrifice. Each year more than 300,000
people visit the museum to see some of
the 150, 000 artifacts in the museum col-
lection. —KUNA

Kuwait sponsors ‘The War to 

Free Kuwait’ exhibition in US

KUWAIT: Back in the old days, the
process of acquiring water in Kuwait
was not as easy as opening a tap or
buying a bottle. In the past, before
pipelines existed, Kuwaitis used to dig
wells (jleeb) in their houses to provide
a steady source of water for the
dwellers. Speaking on the matter,
Researcher Saleh Al-Methen said that
the extracted water used to taste a bit

salty due to the proximity of the hous-
es to the sea. He added that the water
was used for cleaning utensils and
clothes in addition to other purposes.
The maintenance and cleaning of the
wells were handled by people with
specific set of skills, said the researcher,
adding that some wells were also
located near mosques for worshipers
to perform ablution. — KUNA

Wells (jleeb) - an essential part 

of traditional Kuwaiti houses


