
BEIRUT: Syrian air strikes and shelling killed 25
civilians in eastern districts of Aleppo yester-
day, a monitor said, on the third day of a wide-
ranging regime assault on rebel-held areas.
The bombardment hit at least six rebel-held
neighborhoods, the Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights monitoring group said. At least
65 civilians have been killed in east Aleppo
since the start of the regime offensive on
Tuesday, the Observatory said.

The renewed bombardment has shattered
a month of relative calm in the devastated east
of the divided northern city. An AFP correspon-
dent in the eastern districts said the sounds of
dropping barrel bombs had been heard since
10 am (0800 GMT).

One of the air strikes targeted a civil defense
centre in the Bab Al-Nayrab neighborhood with
no reported casualties, the correspondent said.
Once Syria’s economic powerhouse, Aleppo
has been roughly divided into a regime-con-
trolled west and a rebel-held east since 2012.

The city has been ravaged by a civil war
that has killed more than 300,000 people
since it started in March 2011 with anti-gov-
ernment protests.

Turkey arrests
Meanwhile, Turkey has arrested two Czech

nationals on suspicion of fighting for the
Syrian Kurdish Peoples’ Protection Units (YPG),
seen as a terror group by Ankara but an ally by
Washington, a Czech official and Turkish
reports said yesterday.

Turkish security forces detained the man
and woman-Miroslav Farkas and Marketa
Vselichova-in the southeastern Sirnak
province that borders Syria and Iraq, the pro-
government Sabah daily said.

It said this was the first time Turkey has
detained foreigners suspected of working
with the YPG.  In Prague, the Czech foreign
ministry confirmed the arrest of the pair, say-
ing they had been detained while crossing the
border from Iraq into Turkey.

“The police seized documentation from
them mentioning the YPG group,” ministry
spokeswoman Michaela Lagronova told AFP.
“They were interrogated by the prosecutor
and accused of belonging to the YPG.” She
said the Czech authorities had first become
aware of their arrest on November 13 and the
pair were now jailed in Sirnak city. — AFP
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RAQA, Syria: A commander of the Kurdish female Women’s Protection Units (YPJ) speaks in the village of Tuwaylaa, just outside the city of Raqa, yesterday. The YPJ are female brigades
fighting alongside male fighters of the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF), the militia alliance supported by the United States in the offensive launched to capture Raqa from IS jihadists. — AFP 

PARIS: Bollywood actress Mallika Sherawat
was punched in the face and sprayed with tear
gas by masked attackers in an upmarket area
of Paris, police said yesterday. The 40-year-old
star and her partner were attacked by three
masked men who tried to steal her handbag.

The couple told police the men had
ambushed them in the lobby of the apartment
building where they were staying in the chic
16th arrondissement of the French capital on
November 11.

The incident comes just weeks after US real-
ity TV star Kim Kardashian was attacked in Paris
in a robbery in which a masked gang stole jew-
ellery worth more than $10 million (9.3 million
euros). However, investigators said they were
mystified that although the attackers had tried
to take Sherawat’s handbag, they had fled
empty-handed. “We cannot understand why
the attackers fled without taking anything,” a
source in the investigation told AFP.

Sherawat, whose real name is Reema

Lambha, came to prominence from 2004
thanks to a raunchy film that helped bust
taboos around sex in the conservative Indian
film industry.  She is well-known for her role in
the film “Murder” and also starred in Jackie
Chan’s “The Myth” in 2005. She is also a
women’s rights activist and caused controversy
with comments about how Indian society is
“regressive and depressive” because of how it
treats women. — AFP
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