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WASHINGTON: Hillary Clinton addresses the Children’s Defense Fund’s Beat the Odds celebration at the Newseum  on
Wednesday.—AP

WASHINGTON: Hillary Clinton is acknowl-
edging the difficulty of her loss in the pres-
idential race for her supporters and urging
them to persevere through the Donald
Trump era. 

In remarks that were equal parts pep
talk and funeral dirge, Clinton encouraged
her backers to “never, ever give up.” “I
know this isn’t easy. I know that over the
past week a lot of people have asked
themselves whether America is the coun-
try we thought it was,” Clinton said
Wednesday night at the annual gala of the
Children’s Defense Fund, the child advoca-
cy organization where she started her
legal career. “But please listen to me when
I say this: America is worth it.” She added:
“It’s up to each and every one of us to
keep working to make America better and
stronger and fairer.” 

Clinton never cited the president-elect
by name in her remarks, making only an
oblique reference to the controversial
policies that fueled his rise to the White
House. Instead, she focused on the future,
asking her backers to “stay engaged on
every level.” “We need you. America needs
your energy,” she said.

Clinton’s surprising loss threw her party
into a period of intense soul-searching,
with an ascendant liberal wing blaming
Clinton’s campaign for failing to embrace
a more populist economic message. In pri-
vate calls with donors and Democratic offi-
cials, Clinton has largely attributed her
defeat to the decision by the FBI to re-
examine her use of a private server as sec-
retary of state.

In her remarks, Clinton offered no
accounting for any failures she may have
made during her presidential campaign,
though she admitted that the past week
hasn’t been easy. “There have been a few

times this past week when all I wanted to
do was just to curl up with a good book or
our dogs and never leave the house
again,” she ruefully admitted.

She chose friendly ground to make her
first public appearance since her emotion-
al concession speech in New York City last
Wednesday. Her first job out of law school
in the 1970s was for Children’s Defense
Fund founder Marian Wright Edelman. She
later became a staff attorney and chair-
man of the group’s board.

Throughout her campaign, she cited
her work for the group as her “north star,”
sparking her interest in standing up
against injustice toward children and fami-

lies. The group, which helps disadvan-
taged children, tried to return some of the
affection on Wednesday night. “We love
her and we appreciate all the hard work
she has done and say it’s not going to be
for naught,” said Edelman, in her introduc-
tory remarks. “We’re going to say that she
is the people’s president.”

Still, in a sign of Clinton’s new life as a
private citizen, the event lacked many of
the trappings of her presidential cam-
paign. Security was light and she traveled
with only a handful of aides. Sprinkled
throughout the small theater where she
addressed donors and supporters were a
handful of empty seats.—AP
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SACRAMENTO: A California judge has agreed to give the
state attorney general’s office more time to persuade him that
the operators of what she called “the world’s top online broth-
el” should face charges of pimping after he tentatively reject-
ed them in a ruling.

California Attorney General Kamala Harris, who referred to
Backpage.com as an online brothel,  had charged
Backpage.com CEO Carl Ferrer, 55, with pimping a minor,
pimping and conspiracy to commit pimping. Lacey, 68, and
Larkin, 67, both from Arizona, were charged with conspiracy
to commit pimping.

Sacramento County Superior Court Judge Michael
Bowman, however, said in a tentative ruling Wednesday that
Harris lacked authority to bring the charges because the fed-
eral Communications Decency Act, as a way of promoting free
speech, grants immunity to website operators for content
posted by users. “Congress has spoken on this matter and it is
for Congress, not this court, to revisit,” Bowman wrote in his
seven-page tentative ruling, emphasizing the sentence in
bold type.

He agreed after a brief court hearing Wednesday not to
make the ruling final, allowing time for the attorney general’s
office and defendants to submit briefs before releasing a final
ruling by Dec. 9.

Eric Goldman, a professor at the Santa Clara University
School of Law, said he was surprised by the initial charges
because Harris was among 47 state attorneys general who
asked Congress in 2013 to help change a provision of the
Communications Decency Act that they acknowledged pro-
tected Backpage from prosecution.

If the judge upholds his tentative ruling and tosses out the
charges, “it would be a pretty stinging rebuke of the attorney
general’s office,” he said. Goldman said he wondered how
Harris, known for being cautious, had brought a case her
office knew was pre-empted by the law. “Why bring this crazy
legal theory if they’re proceeding so cautiously and then have
it go nowhere?” Goldman said.

Arrest
Ferrer was arrested Oct. 6 at Houston’s Bush

Intercontinental Airport, having arrived from Amsterdam after
his Dallas headquarters was raided.  Harris, a Democrat who

was elected to the US
Senate last week, alleged
that more than 90 percent
of Backpage revenue -
millions of dollars each
month - comes from adult
escort ads that use coded
language and nearly nude
photos to offer sex for
money. Bowman said that
was not enough for crimi-
nal charges against the
site’s operators. “The vic-
timization resulted from
the third party’s place-
ment of the ad, not
because (of) Backpage
profiting from the ad
placement,” he wrote.

The section of the
Communications Decency
Act that applies to the
case protects websites
from content posted by
third parties, said David

Greene, civil liberties director for the Electronic Frontier
Foundation. It immunizes sites such as Yelp.com from being
held accountable for scathing reviews left by customers or
online news sites from vicious reader comments.

Without it, platforms for exchanging ideas or information
wouldn’t have an incentive to exist, he said. “Our interest isn’t
Backpage per se, it’s preserving the structure of the internet
where people can freely post information because these inter-
mediary platforms exist,” Greene said.

Harris spokeswoman Kristin Ford declined comment.
Backpage lawyer Liz McDougall said she and her clients were
optimistic, but she did not immediately respond to a tele-
phone message after the hearing. The company and its opera-
tors have previously prevailed in four other legal actions,
defense attorneys said previously.—AP
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SACRAMENTO: This undated
file photo provided by the
Sacramento County Sheriff’s
office shows James Larkin.—AP

NEW YORK: The man accused of injur-
ing more than two dozen people in
September bomb attacks in New York
and New Jersey was indicted on
Wednesday, as federal prosecutors in
Manhattan added new charges that
could result in a mandatory life prison
sentence.

Ahmad Khan Rahimi, 28, was
charged in an indictment filed in
Manhattan federal court with eight
counts, including using a weapon of
mass destruction in an explosion in
Manhattan’s Chelsea neighborhood
that injured 30 people.

The Sept. 17 attack came hours
after prosecutors contend a pipe
bomb planted by Rahimi went off
along the course of a charity road race
by the New Jersey shore, without injur-
ing anyone. While the indictment

included no new factual allegations, it
included two counts accusing Rahimi
of using a destructive device during
and in furtherance of a crime, charges
that carry with them potential manda-
tory life prison terms. “Now indicted by
a grand jury, Rahimi will face justice in
a federal court for his alleged violent
acts of terrorism,” Manhattan US
Attorney Preet Bharara said in a state-
ment. Rahimi, an Afghan-born natural-
ized US citizen, is scheduled to be
arraigned on the indictment on
Thursday afternoon. His lawyer did not
immediately respond to a request for
comment. Rahimi, of Elizabeth, New
Jersey, was arrested two days after the
bombing following a gunfight with
police, who found him sleeping in the
doorway of a bar in Linden, New
Jersey.—Reuters
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