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NEW YORK: New York’s liberal mayor,
Bill de Blasio, told Donald Trump on
Wednesday he will do all he can to pre-
vent the large-scale deportation of
immigrants, saying many in the city are

“fearful” of his presidency.
After visiting Manhattan’s Trump

Tower-where the billionaire president-
elect is holed up assembling his cabi-
net-De Blasio said he told the

Republican he would push back
against his signature pledge to deport
millions of undocumented immigrants,
and defend the American tradition of
welcoming foreigners. “I reiterated to
him that this city and so many cities
around the country will do all we can
to protect our residents and to make
sure that families are not torn apart,”
the Democrat told reporters.

De Blasio-along with the mayors of
Los Angeles, San Francisco, Chicago,
Boston, Philadelphia and the US capital
Washington-has declared his city a
“sanctuary” for immigrants, vowing to
protect the undocumented from
deportation and extend public services
regardless of their legal status.

Trump has vowed to deport or
incarcerate up to three million undocu-
mented immigrants with criminal
records after he takes office on January
20. He has also pledged to end a pro-
gram backed by President Barack

Obama that shields from deportation
people who arrived in the country as
children. 

De Blasio, a left-leaning Democrat
who backed Trump’s rival Hillary
Clinton for the White House, said his
stance “flew in the face of all that was
great about New York City, the ulti-
mate city of immigrants.” “The place
that has succeeded because it was
open for everyone, the place built of
generation after generation of immi-
grants,” he said.

Following Trump’s election, de
Blasio said the city would delete from
its database the names of hundreds of
thousands of undocumented immi-
grants who have received a city ID
card, to stop the incoming administra-
tion from identifying or deporting
them.

It was the latest in a string of con-
frontations between the two politi-
cians. — AFP

New York will ‘protect’ the immigrants, mayor tells Trump

Japan’s Abe heads for New York

for first talks with Trump

TOKYO: Japan’s premier Shinzo Abe is headed to New York for
talks with Donald Trump, the first leader to meet with the presi-
dent-elect whose campaign pledges provoked anxiety over US
foreign policy. The brash billionaire is set to receive Abe at his
Trump Tower headquarters on Thursday evening, in an
encounter that will be closely watched for hints on long-stand-
ing security pacts that he has called into question. “I’m honored
to meet with President-elect Trump ahead of other world lead-
ers,” Abe told reporters. “I’d like to discuss with President Trump
our dreams for the future.”

Trump’s blithe comment during the campaign that the US
might be “better off” with nuclear-armed Asian allies has thrown
into question the US security umbrella over Japan and South
Korea. His later disavowal of the remarks has done little to
restore confidence in Washington as the lone superpower ready
to face down a rising China and a capricious North Korea.

Trump has also talked about yanking thousands of troops
from the region unless Tokyo and Seoul pay more of their host-
ing costs, despite the opportunity that would present to China
and its ambitions for regional supremacy. “The Japan-US
alliance is the cornerstone of Japan’s diplomacy and security,”
Abe said before departing. “The alliance works only when there
is trust.” “I’d like to build trust with Mr Trump and work together
hand in hand for the peace and prosperity of the world.”

Scramble for access    
Dozens of leaders including China’s Xi Jinping and Russia’s

Vladimir Putin have spoken with Trump by phone since his
shock November 8 election victory.

The New York Times said offices of foreign leaders were
blindly dialing in to Trump Tower as they scrambled to get the
future president on the phone, prompting a denial and an insis-
tence the transition is proceeding smoothly. Australian Prime
Minister Malcolm Turnbull was only the second to get through,
in a call set up by sports legend Greg Norman who is golfing
buddies with Trump, it emerged Thursday. — AFP

NEW YORK: Some of the world’s most
irrepressible women stare out in neat
rows from the walls of Annie Leibovitz’s
latest photo exhibit. Among them is
Hillary Clinton, pictured above the words:
“Never, never, never give up.”

The acclaimed photographer willingly
admits that Clinton’s shock defeat in last
week’s presidential election has cast a bit
of a shadow over her travelling show,
entitled simply “Women.” “This is not
how we imagined this week would turn
out,” she told reporters at the gallery
hosting the project-formerly a women’s
prison in Manhattan’s Chelsea neighbor-
hood. What was designed as an exuber-
ant and joyful exhibit, she says, now
appears more as an “emotional, sobering
celebration” following the Democrat’s

second failed attempt to break the high-
est glass ceiling of all.

The 67-year-old Leibovitz is acclaimed
for decades of celebrity portraits, from a
shot of Whoopi Goldberg submerged in a
bathtub filled with milk, to her iconic
image of a naked John Lennon wrapping
himself around a clothed Yoko Ono, tak-
en days before his assassination.

Her portrait of Clinton was a late addi-
tion to her latest project, launched in
1999 and featuring subjects from all sta-
tions of life and from all around the
world.  “I am not thrilled with my picture
of secretary Clinton, but in the stream of
it, it works,” she said. It sits above the
befitting quote on perseverance, written
on a small tile that Clinton had in her
State Department office.

The project took shape over the years
with the help of Leibovitz’s close friend,
women’s rights activist Gloria Steinem,
who drew up a 20 page list of women
whose portraits she simply had to take.

Like the ocean    
“This is like photographing the ocean-

a work in progress,” said Leibovitz, imme-
diately recognizable for her unruly mane
of long gray hair. The project “keeps
growing, it’s not definitive,” she said,
adding that she hopes to photograph
German Chancellor Angela Merkel and
the notoriously camera-shy British writer
J.K. Rowling some day.

Leibovitz first took Clinton’s picture in
the 1990s, back when she was first lady in
Bill Clinton’s White House, a portrait that
appeared in Vanity Fair. With the former
secretary of state seemingly poised to
claim the US presidency, Leibovitz thought
it would be a fine idea to retake the pic-
ture. “She was not in this wall until this
show. I want to take a more updated pho-
tograph,” explained Leibovitz, who was
encouraged in the long-running project by
her late partner Susan Sontag, a well-
known writer who died of cancer in 2004.

Leibovitz’s good friend Steinem, one
of the founders of the National
Organization of Women (NOW) and the
country’s best-known feminist, joined her
in presenting the exhibition.

Steinem said she refuses to see
Trump’s ascension as a permanent set-
back for women’s rights despite the presi-
dent-elect’s history of sexist comments
and his checkered record towards women.
“I am concerned, I am worried... but two
million more people voted for Clinton
than for Trump,” said Steinem. Clinton’s
actual lead in the popular vote stands at
just over one million. “We’ll not go back,”
said the 82-year-old Steinem. — AFP

NEW YORK: Annie Leibovitz speaks during a press preview of her
“Women: New Portraits” exhibition at the former Bayview Correctional
Facility on Tuesday. — AFP
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TOKYO: Japan’s Prime Minister Shinzo Abe (R) leaves
Tokyo’s Haneda Airport yesterday. — AFP

NEW YORK: New York City mayor Bill de Blasio speaks to the press in front
of Trump Tower after his meeting with president-elect Donald Trump on
Wednesday. — AFP


