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ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s President Mamnoon Hussain right, receives Turkey’s President Recep Tayyip Erdogan the
President House. Ahead of a visit by Turkey’s president, Islamabad ordered 400 Turkish nationals affiliated with a chain
of international schools in Pakistan to leave the country within 72 hours, officials said Wednesday.—AP

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s order for 400
Turkish nationals, mostly schoolteachers
and their families, to leave the country
within 72 hours was being challenged in
court yesterday as hundreds of students
took to the streets to denounce the
expulsions.

The developments come as Turkish
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan is mak-
ing a high-profile visit to Pakistan. The
Turkish nationals include staff at the
PakTurk International school chain and
their family members. Ankara has
accused the school of links with the
movement of US-based dissident cleric
Fethullah Gulen, which Pak-Turk denies.

Erdogan has accused Gulen support-
ers of staging the failed July 15 coup in
Turkey. The school on Thursday posted
a new statement on its website saying
the “PakTurk International Schools and
Colleges in Pakistan have no affiliation
or connection with any political individ-
ual or any movement or organization.”

The Islamabad High Court, which
took up the petition by the 400 Turkish
nationals, heard arguments from the
school’s lawyer yesterday before a break
in the proceedings, according to court
official Faheem Rizvi.

The petition said the expulsion
would adversely affect 11,000 students
in 28 branches of the school across the
country. It requested that the orders be
rescinded and that the school’s expatri-
ate staff be allowed to continue to work
in Pakistan, he said.

Meanwhile, hundreds of PakTurk stu-
dents blocked the main road in the east-
ern city of Lahore to protest the expul-
sion orders, said Pakistani police officer
Adnan Naseer. “Don’t play with our
future,” student Tariq Ahmad told
Pakistani Capital News TV. After talks in
Islamabad, Erdogan and Pakistani Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif held a joint press

conference, pledging to enhance bilat-
eral cooperation, share their experience
in fighting terrorism and complete a free
trade agreement by the end of 2017.

Erdogan was to address the Pakistani
parliament later in the day. On the
expulsion issue, Erdogan thanked the
Pakistani government for taking action

against what he described as supporters
of Gulen’s network, and assured the
media that PakTurk students will not
suffer. Erdogan also said Turkey is seek-
ing help from allies in dismantling
Gulen’s “evil  netywork,” which he
claimed was also a threat to Pakistan’s
security.—AP
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DHAKA: A Bangladesh court yesterday issued an arrest war-
rant for the country’s opposition leader after she failed to
appear for a hearing over the date of her birthday.

The bizarre controversy, which has been raging for more
than a decade, centers on the fact that Khaleda Zia celebrates
her birthday on August 15, the day Bangladesh’s former
leader Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was assassinated.

He was the father of current Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina,
Zia’s bitter political rival, whose supporters allege that the
opposition leader uses a fake birth date. Many Bangladeshis
have no record of their birth dates and millions use fake
dates to make them eligible for government jobs with age
restrictions.

Magistrate Mazharul Islam delivered the arrest order in a
Dhaka court after a pro-government journalist filed a case
accusing the two-time prime minister of lying about her birth
date. “The court issued the arrest warrant after she failed to
appear in the court over her fake birthday case,” the plaintiff’s
lawyer Dulal Mitra told AFP.

Police have now until March 2 to arrest Zia, who has faced
two previous warrants in different cases. She is likely to avoid
that fate however by surrendering to the court and seeking
bail. Zia’s lawyer Sanaullah Mia confirmed the arrest order,
and told AFP he would consult her on how to proceed. 

Rahman, who was brutally assassinated along with most
members of his family in a military coup, is regarded as a hero
of Bangladeshi independence and August 15 is a day of
mourning.

The coup leaders appointed Zia’s husband the head of the
army and he eventually took power in November that year,
leading to 15 years of military rule. Plaintiff Gazi Jahirul Islam,
who is a senior journalist at a local television station, said he
had copies of Zia’s personal documents to prove his case.
“Her August 15 birthday is fake. We’ve got copies of her
school certificate, her machine readable passport and her
marriage document. She had different birthdays in those
documents,” Islam told AFP. “She has been celebrating
August 15 as her birthday since 1996 in order to insult sup-
porters of a rival political party who observe the date as the
national mourning day.”

The 71-year-old leader of the opposition Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP) did not publicly celebrate her birthday
this year following criticism even by some of her staunchest
supporters. “I don’t know how a birthday can affect someone
or how it can defame him or anyone else,” said her lawyer
Mia. 

Zia also faces at least 30 other charges, mostly related to
alleged corruption.—AFP
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DHAKA: Former Bangladeshi prime minister and
Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) leader, Khaleda Zia
waves as she leaves after a court appearance on
November 10, 2016.—AFP

YANGON: Myanmar has blacklisted a US
photographer and prevented him from
attending his own exhibition about state-
less people, which would have included
pictures of the persecuted Muslim
Rohingya minority. 

Award-winning documentary photog-
rapher Greg Constantine said he was
stopped at Yangon airport and told he
was on a “blacklist”.

Constantine said he believed it was
linked to his work documenting the lives
of the Rohingya, whose status is a major
flashpoint in Myanmar. Many in the
Buddhist-majority country revile the mil-
lion-strong Muslim minority, who are
based in western Rakhine state, and vig-
orously oppose any move to grant them
citizenship. “I’ve done a significant
amount of work on stateless people in
Rakhine... I can only speculate that that
would be the reason, or one of the rea-
sons, why I would be on this blacklist
right now,” Constantine told AFP.

Immigration officials confirmed that
the photographer had been blacklisted
but refused to say why. “I cannot tell you
what kind of blacklist he is on,” said Ye
Tun Oo, the director of the immigration
department.

Constantine’s “Nowhere people”,
which explores the lives of stateless peo-

ple in 18 countries around the world, had
been due to open in Yangon on
Wednesday but has been temporarily
postponed.  The exhibition was to include
images of Rohingya in the destitute
camps where many have languished for
years and face severe restrictions on their
movement and access to basic services.

Hatred towards the minority has
intensified since the government blamed
Rohingya militants for deadly raids on
police border posts last month. Troops
have locked down the area since, sending
more than 15,000 people fleeing and
killing at least 69 people in their hunt for
the attackers. 

The government of democracy icon
Aung San Suu Kyi has rejected reports
that troops have shot unarmed Rohingya
civilians, raped women and torched
homes. On Wednesday, director general
of Myanmar’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Aye Aye Soe accused media of colluding
in a “misinformation campaign” by mili-
tants in Rakhine. Restricted access to the
border region has made the allegations
difficult to verify. Fears about press free-
dom have spiked after leading English-
language daily the Myanmar Times
banned writing on Rakhine and fired an
editor for reporting allegations of gang
rape by the military.—AFP
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