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WASHINGTON: Determined to get out of their recent funk
and motivated to measure up to the defending Stanley Cup
champions, the Washington Capitals took out their frustra-
tions in a 7-1 victory over the Pittsburgh Penguins on
Wednesday night. The score was indicative of just how lop-
sided the game was as the Capitals got two goals and three
assists from Nicklas Backstrom and two goals and two assists
from TJ Oshie. They scored short-handed, at even strength
and on the power play and skated the Penguins out of the
building in the rivals’ second meeting of the season.

“We played really quick tonight, we got on their D-men,”
said Backstrom, who tied his career high with five points.
“We were hungry out there and we won battles and obvious-
ly we scored on our chances, too. That’s huge.” Washington
had lost two in a row and three of four and didn’t look at all
like a team that lost in overtime Tuesday night at Columbus.
Alex Ovechkin ended his four-game point drought with his
eighth goal of the season, and Dmitry Orlov and Justin
Williams also scored.

Ovechkin got a scare when he was taken down by Kris
Letang in the second period, leaving the ice briefly before
returning a few minutes later. He said his arm went numb but
that he was healthy enough to come back and contribute to
the blowout. “It’s nice to see when we play like that, we stick
together and we don’t give them anything or much,”
Ovechkin said. “It’s a good sign.” It’s a bad sign for the
Penguins to put up that kind of effort despite being rested.
Pittsburgh allowed a short-handed goal to Oshie early and
took nine minor penalties as things fell apart.  “These games
are humbling,” Pittsburgh coach Mike Sullivan said. “We were
embarrassed out there tonight, all of us.”

Cup-winning goaltender Matt Murray left the game late in
the first period after teammate Evgeni Malkin accidentally hit
him in the head when he was trying to shove Capitals defense-
man Karl Alzner. Murray said he went through the NHL’s con-
cussion protocol and was medically cleared to return, but
Sullivan opted to stick with Marc-Andre Fleury out of an abun-
dance of caution.  After Murray allowed two goals on 14 shots,
Fleury gave up five goals on 25 shots. 

Phil Kessel scored the Penguins’ only goal in garbage time
as they lamented a wasted game.  “It’s a couple my faults, a
couple penalties,” Malkin said. “We’re not ready today.
Washington lost last two games. They’re hungry. They
deserved this win.” The Capitals didn’t let up and poured on
the points as the Penguins’ penalties and mistakes added up.
Twelve different players had at least one point, and the belea-

guered power play got some much-needed practice and went
2 for 7, scoring at 4-on-3 and 5-on-3. No matter the source of
the offensive explosion, this was the kind of game Washington
would like to play on a regular basis. 

“We played fast,” said goaltender Braden Holtby, who
stopped 25 of 27 shots. “We didn’t stop skating all night. Just
watching the last couple games, it seemed like we were just
missing a couple strides here and there to keep that team
speed up. Tonight guys were committed. I think it was a game
where we realized we need to be better and play more to our

identity.” NOTES: F Tom Sestito played for the first time since
Nov. 3, replacing Tom Kuhnhackl in the Penguins’ lineup.
Sestito played just 4:49 and was given a 10-minute miscon-
duct at the end of the second period.

UP NEXT
Penguins: Continue their three-game road trip at the

New York Islanders on Friday night.  Capitals: Host the
Detroit Red Wings on Friday night as they continue a five-
game homestand. — AP 

WASHINGTON: Alex Ovechkin #8 of the Washington Capitals reacts after being tripped by Kris Letang #58 of the
Pittsburgh Penguins (not pictured) during the second period at Verizon Center on November 16, 2016.  — AFP 

Capitals rout Penguins 7-1

LONDON: Andy Murray has already
scaled the tennis summit but Japan’s Kei
Nishikori did his best to loosen his foot-
ing before falling in a three-hour thriller
at the ATP World Tour Finals on
Wednesday. Home favorite Murray’s insa-
tiable will power allowed him to prevail
in a brutal encounter 6-7(9) 6-4 6-4, keep-
ing him on course for his first title at the
year-ender. Should he achieve that in his
eighth attempt it would guarantee the
29-year-old end the year as world num-
ber one ahead of Novak Djokovic who
would steal back the crown if he man-
ages a fifth straight title at the O2 Arena. 

The path will be a rocky one though if
Wednesday’s cliffhanger-the longest
match in the event’s seven-year resi-
dence in London-is anything to go by.
Misfiring Murray looked in trouble when
Nishikori edged a 20-point tiebreak to
win an 85-minute opening set. But he
clawed his way back to claim a 21st con-
secutive victory in three hours and 20
minutes. It avenged his five-set defeat at
the hands of Nishikori in the US Open

quarter-finals-from which he has since
embarked on the run that snapped
Djokovic’s 122-week hold on power. “I
wasn’t able to dictate many of the

points,” Murray said.  “More so in the
third set. But not in the first couple. I was
having to run, fight, get as many balls
back as I could. — Reuters

LONDON: Britain’s Andy Murray reacts against Japan’s Kei Nishikori dur-
ing their round robin stage men’s singles match on day four of the ATP
World Tour Finals tennis tournament in London. — AFP

Murray wobbles but hangs on 
to beat Nishikori in a thriller
Wawrinka beats Cilic in the other group match

NHL expresses willingness 
to take part in 2018 Games

PYEONGCHANG: The NHL has expressed a willing-
ness to take part in the 2018 Winter Olympics if the
union representing its players agrees to extend the
current labor deal, Canadian sports network TSN
reported on Wednesday. NHL Players’ Association
chief Donald Fehr, who met with the NHL and
International Ice Hockey Federation in New York on
Wednesday to discuss the possibility of the league
sending players to the Games in Pyeongchang,
South Korea, did not deny an offer was made, the
report said. 

“There have been some suggestions which could be
construed that that discussion would be worth hav-
ing,” Fehr said in the TSN report. “Obviously, we would
discuss that with players. We have begun that process,
but we’re a long way from done.” The current 10-year
collective bargaining agreement expires in 2022 and
both the NHL and NHLPA have the option in 2019 of
notifying each other on opting out in 2020.

The TSN report said NHL players are unsatisfied with
the current arrangement which calls for 16 per cent of
their paychecks to be set aside in escrow to ensure a
proper 50/50 revenue split with league owners. The
NHL, which has sent players to the last five Winter
Olympics, was not immediately available for comment.
The participation of NHL players in Pyeongchang has
been thrown into doubt after the International
Olympic Committee said it would no longer cover
insurance and travel costs, which have been widely
estimated at around $10 million. — Reuters


