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VISAKHAPATNAM: A member of the ground staff prepares to throw his shoe at a dog that ran into the field during the
first day of second cricket test match between India and England in Visakhapatnam yesterday. —AP 

VISAKHAPATNAM: Skipper Virat
Kohli and Cheteshwar Pujara hit
majestic centuries to help India take
opening day honors as they reached
317 for four at stumps against
England in the second Test in
Visakhapatnam yesterday. Kohli put
on a marathon 226-run stand for the
third wicket with Pujara (119) after the
hosts lost their openers early to the
England seamers. Fit-again paceman
James Anderson enjoyed his return
with three wickets only to see the rest
of the English attack face a tough time
after the hosts opted to bat first.

Kohli on 151 and Ravichandran
Ashwin on one were at the crease
when stumps were called. Kohli made
full use of his reprieve on 56 when
Adil Rashid dropped him at long leg
off Ben Stokes to record his 14th Test
century. The star batsman mixed the
right dose of caution and aggression
to thwart the English bowling attack
at India’s newest Test venue. Bringing
up his 10th Test ton with a six off leg-
spinner Rashid, the in-form Pujara
tackled the English bowlers with
aplomb. Pujara, who scored 124 in
Rajkot, dominated play during his
204-ball knock, laced with 12 fours
and two sixes, before being caught
behind off Anderson in the final ses-
sion.

Kohli carried on the good work
with consummate ease in the compa-
ny of Ajinkya Rahane (23) who lost his

cool in the penultimate over of the
day as Anderson struck with the sec-
ond new ball .  The batting duo
stitched together a 68-run partnership
as skipper Alastair Cook juggled with
his bowling options. England spin-
ners, who gave India a run for their
money in the drawn Test in Rajkot,
returned wicketless in three sessions
with Moeen Ali and Zafar Ansari tak-
ing a bit of a stick. Ali though did give
Kohli a scare after going for an lbw
referral, but the third umpire upheld
the on-field call even though the ball
would have clipped the leg stump
according to the ball tracker.

Cricket apart, there was drama
when a stray dog forced the umpires

to call tea four balls early due to it
appearing from behind the
sightscreen and evading attempts to
chase it from the field. There are thou-
sands of stray dogs on India’s streets,
and this was not the first time one has
interrupted a sporting event. In 2011,
India was forced to halt its first ever
Formula One practice session when a
stray dog ran onto the Buddh
International Circuit. Earlier in the day,
Stuart Broad got Lokesh Rahul for
nought in the second over, while
Anderson accounted for Murali Vijay
(20). India handed off-spinner Jayant
Yadav his Test debut with the
Visakhapatnam pitch expected to turn
as the match progresses.—AFP 

Kohli, Pujara put India 
on course for big total

Doping showdown
comes to a crunch

at WADA summit

India 1st innings:

M. Vijay c Stokes b Anderson 20
L. Rahul c Stokes b Broad 0
C. Pujara c Bairstow b Anderson 119
V. Kohli not out 151
A. Rahane c Bairstow b Anderson 23
R. Ashwin not out 1
Extras (lb 2, w 1) 3
Total (4 wickets, 90 overs) 317
Fall of wickets: 1-6 (Rahul), 2-22 (Vijay),
3-248 (Pujara), 4-316 (Rahane)

Bowling: Anderson 16-3-44-3, Broad
12-2-39-1, Stokes, 13-3-52-0 (w1),
Ansari 12-1-45-0, Rashid 26-1-85-0, Ali
11-0-50-0
To bat: W. Saha, R. Jadeja, J. Yadav, M.
Shami, U. Yadav
England: A. Cook (capt), M. Ali, Z.
Ansari, J. Bairstow, S. Broad, B. Duckett,
H. Hameed, A. Rashid, J.  Root, B.
Stokes, J. Anderson

SCOREBOARD

VISAKHAPATNAM, India: Scoreboard at stumps on the first day of the second
Test between India and England at Visakhapatnam yesterday.

LAUSANNE: Sports leaders are at loggerheads over how to
fight the war against performance-enhancing drugs as the
World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) goes into a key reform
summit this weekend. Who should control the global dop-
ing watchdog? What powers should it have?  Who should
pay? A welter of questions have been raised as the Olympic
movement and sports federations seek to redeem their
names after the Russia doping scandal.  

The WADA Foundation will have to come up with at least
the start of some solid answers after its meeting in Glasgow
on Sunday. A new report on Russia is due out within weeks
which could heighten pressure to clean up sport.
International Olympic Committee president Thomas Bach
last month called on WADA to set up a new independent
unit to manage testing around the world. He promised
more money if the reforms are carried out.

The IOC blames sports federations for letting cheating
flourish and wants to eliminate their role in testing, while
transferring sanction-taking to the Court of Arbitration for
Sport. The IOC has also criticized WADA for failing to act
quickly on doping allegations in Russia, which was accused
of operating a ‘state-sponsored’ scheme over several years.
But there is widespread resistance to the IOC plan outside of
WADA, with powerful federations indicating they want to
be exempt from the reforms. 

A system for all? 
The head of FIFA’s medical commission, Michel

D’Hooghe, said world football’s governing body would not
surrender control of its drug testing to a new entity. “We
respect the WADA and IOC proposals but they concern the
smaller federations,” he said.  The head of another federa-
tion, who requested anonymity, said his sport would never
outsource anti-doping efforts and described the IOC call for
a new testing unit as “more political than practical.”

In contrast, Tom Dielen who heads World Archery said
there would only be a small impact on smaller sports. “We
outsource our controls already,” he said. While some federa-
tions have said the IOC proposals are too vague, WADA
director general Olivier Niggli, “it will be up to the IOC to
convince federations to be part of (the new system), just as
it will be up to the IOC to finance it one way or another.”

Despite tensions between WADA and the IOC, an
Olympic source told AFP that the IOC was backing WADA
president Craig Reedie’s reelection, guaranteeing that the
75-year-old Scot will be tapped for another three-year term
at Sunday’s meeting. 

Paying the bills
The IOC already funds half of WADA’s $27 million (25.2

million euros) budget.  Bach said last month that if WADA
leads the reform drive it would require “a substantial
increase in financing.” Financing from whom remains an
open question. One idea calls for federations, freed from
their drug-testing responsibilities, to allocate their anti-dop-
ing budgets to WADA and the proposed new testing
agency.  But if  key federations like FIFA and the
International Cycling Union opt out, it seems unlikely that
contributions from minnow federations like archery and
judo would be enough to support a new organization. One
proposal was to see broadcasters contribute to the new
unit, as they stand to benefit if the public sees competition
as drug free. Bach distanced himself from that idea last
month. 

Russian factor
The banning of more than 110 Russian competitors from

the Rio de Janeiro Olympics and complete ban from the
Paralympics sparked outrage in Moscow and accusations of
double standards.  Russian Olympic Committee president
Alexander Zhukov, made clear what he thinks of WADA in a
letter issued ahead of the Glasgow meeting.  “A lot of deci-
sions are made behind closed doors and (WADA) becomes
an instrument for manipulation, including those of a politi-
cal nature,” he said. But he did not rule out backing reforms
that would see a WADA with more powers, removing inter-
national federations from the testing system. — AFP 


