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LONDON: England football captain Wayne Rooney has apolo-
gized after “inappropriate” photos of him the worse for wear at
the team hotel were published. Interim manager Gareth
Southgate said meanwhile that a review would be carried out of
how players spend their free time while on international duty.
Rooney was thrown into the spotlight after The Sun tabloid
alleged the Manchester United forward drunkenly gatecrashed a
wedding at England’s hotel in Watford, north of London, on
Saturday. 

Rooney started England’s 3-0 World Cup qualifying win over
Scotland on Friday, but suffered a knee injury that ruled him out
of Tuesday’s 2-2 friendly draw at home to Spain. A statement
issued on Rooney’s behalf, said: “Naturally Wayne is sorry that
pictures taken with fans have been published today. “Although it
was a day off for the whole squad and staff, he fully recognizes
that the images are inappropriate for someone in his position.”

The statement said Rooney had spoken to Southgate and FA
technical director Dan Ashworth “to unreservedly apologize”. “He
would like to further extend that apology to any young fans who
have seen these pictures.” An FA spokesperson said: “All England
personnel have a responsibility to behave appropriately at all
times. We will be reviewing our policy around free time whilst on
international duty.” Southgate was adamant that Rooney had not
been left out of the Spain game as a disciplinary measure.
“Wayne picked up an injury in the game (against Scotland) on
Friday,” said Southgate. “He couldn’t train on Sunday and that’s
it.” Southgate, who is still waiting to hear whether he will get the
England job full time, said he would review players’ free time.
“Over the last few years, the players have been allowed to go
home during a period of time,” Southgate told reporters after
England’s 2-2 friendly draw with Spain at Wembley. “They trained
Saturday morning and they trained again on Sunday afternoon,
and I gave the players a period of time off (in between). I’m not
aware of anything else. “There were lots of changes we made to
routines. Some things we thought we should keep the same and
I’ll have to review (it) — or maybe I won’t have to review!
Someone will have to review it.”

Rooney’s representatives have indicated that he believes he
has been an unfair victim of the incessant media glare around top
footballers. A Rooney spokesman said: “As he has always been,
Wayne was happy to sign (autographs), pose for photos and chat
with guests. “It is sad that one or two of them have now sought
to turn Wayne’s friendly good nature to their advantage.” Rooney
was recalled by Southgate for the win over Scotland, having been
dropped for England’s goalless draw in Slovenia, after winning
back his place in the United first team. His status with both club
and country appears uncertain as concerns grow over the 31-
year-old’s waning powers.—AFP 

Rooney sorry for ‘inappropriate’ hotel pictures

LONDON: England’s striker Wayne Rooney (center) collides with Scotland’s defender Christophe Berra (left) in this file pho-
to during a World Cup 2018 qualification match between England and Scotland at Wembley stadium in London. —AFP 

LONDON: Jose Mourinho was fined by
the Football Association for pre-match
comments about Anthony Taylor after
his remarks were found to have brought
“an additional layer of pressure” upon
the referee, it was revealed Wednesday.
Manchester United manager Mourinho
spoke about Taylor ahead of last
month’s goalless draw away to arch-
rivals Liverpool in the Premier League.
Taylor’s suitability to take charge of the
game was widely questioned in the
build-up, mainly on account of the fact
he lives in Altrincham, near Manchester.  

Mourinho, asked for his view, said: “I
don’t want to say anything about it, but
I think Mr Taylor is a very good referee.
But I think somebody with intention, is
putting much pressure on him, that I
feel it will be difficult for him to have a
very good performance.” Though far
from the most incendiary remarks the
Portuguese boss has made during his
time in England, they were enough to
land Mourinho with a misconduct
charge by the Football Association, with
his comments said to have been
improper and/or brought the game into
disrepute. 

Mourinho accepted the improper
conduct element but contested the dis-
repute charge. But an independent reg-
ulatory commission found against him
and imposed a fine. Their reasons for
doing so were made public on
Wednesday. “Despite saying that he
(Mourinho) did not want to say any-
thing, he contradicts himself by offering
actual comment on the match official,”
the commission found.

“This opinion, his opinion, was that
he felt it would be difficult for Anthony
Taylor to have a very good performance.
There was no need for Mr Mourinho to
be drawn into offering an opinion. “The
regulatory commission considered this
opinion to bring an additional layer of
pressure and implication onto the refer-
ee which could have had a negative
impact on the game.”Taylor was widely
considered to have had a good match at
Anfield and the commission said: “The
referee’s performance in the game
appeared to have been unaffected by
this additional pressure.

“Nonetheless, the regulatory com-

mission judged Mr Mourinho’s com-
ments to have brought the game into
disrepute. “In many ways, they created
a sword of Damocles situation. The ref-
eree was damned if he did and damned
if he didn’t. “Despite Mr Mourinho’s
assertions that the comments were not
intended to be critical of Mr Taylor and
were positive in nature, the regulatory
commission did not share this view.
“The regulatory commission were
unanimous in their view that these
comments had brought the game into
disrepute and that the second element
of the charge had been proven,” it
added.—AFP 
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Manchester United coach Jose Mourinho

Wenger eyes golden
chance to put one

over Mourinho
LONDON: Arsene Wenger has probably never had a better
chance of finally beating a Jose Mourinho side than when Arsenal
visit Old Trafford tomorrow to face a Manchester United team in
underwhelming form and ravaged by injuries and suspensions.
The Frenchman has never trumped Mourinho in 13 competitive
games since they first clashed in 2004 and he has often been the
loser off the pitch as well, with Mourinho taunting him about
Arsenal’s lack of title success over the past decade.

But Arsenal have a good opportunity to register their first
Premier League win at Old Trafford since 2006 when they face a
United team that could be without six players, including their
first-choice defense. Striker Zlatan Ibrahimovic is suspended and
centre halves Eric Bailly and Chris Smalling are injured along with
right back Antonio Valencia who is recovering from surgery on a
broken arm. There are also doubts about midfielder Marouane
Fellaini and full back Luke Shaw as Mourinho grapples with the
most serious injury crisis of his time at United.

Ibrahimovic’s absence will give Marcus Rashford the chance to
move to his natural position as central striker for the first of four
straight United home games in all competitions. The Old Trafford
faithful will be looking for signs that Mourinho is making
progress despite a disappointing start to his reign which has left
them sixth in the table, six points behind fourth-placed Arsenal
and eight adrift of leaders Liverpool. Wenger’s main injury doubt
cleared up on Tuesday when forward Alexis Sanchez, whom he
had urged to miss Chile’s World Cup qualifier with Uruguay after
tweaking a hamstring, showed no ill-effects after scoring twice in
a 3-1 comeback win.—Reuters


