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Two men, one woman 

killed in Salwa flat
One man survives, informs police • Two suspects held

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Two Kuwaiti men and an Indonesian woman were
found dead in an apartment in Salwa, a statement by the inte-
rior ministry said yesterday. The ministry’s media and public
relations department said police officers also found an injured
Indian man at the scene of the crime. He informed the police
about the three dead bodies, said the ministry, adding that
forensic teams arrived at the scene and an investigation was
launched to determine what took place. The injured man was
taken to Mubarak Hospital for treatment and is in stable con-
dition, added the statement. 

According to informed sources, one of the Kuwaiti men
was a 58-year-old member of the ruling family. He was shot in
the neck. The other male victim, aged 68, was gagged and
shot in the face. The 46-year-old Indonesian woman was
gagged and bound and was shot in the mouth. The Indian
man, aged 45, survived after being shot in the back. 

Another source said that the ruling family member’s secre-
tary had withdrawn KD 450,000 from the bank and given it to
the sheikh a few hours before the killings. Later yesterday,
sources said two people have been arrested in connection
with the murders. 

Damaged trains are seen following an accident in Semnan province, some 250 km east of the Iranian capital Tehran.  —AFP 

ANKARA: Forty-four people were killed and 103 injured
when one Iranian passenger train collided with another at a
station about 250 km east of the capital Tehran, state media
reported. “I was sleeping when the crash happened. I
thought it was an air strike ... When I opened my eyes, there
was blood everywhere,” a hospitalized passenger told state
television. State television footage showed four derailed car-
riages, two of them on fire and a spokesman for Iran’s Red
Crescent, Mostafa Mortazavi, told the semi-official Fars news
agency that firefighters were trying to control the blaze.

A senior health ministry official later announced via
Tasnim news agency that rescue operations had been com-
pleted and the final death toll was 44. An investigation into
the cause of the crash in the northern province of Semnan
was continuing. Semnan provincial governor Mohammad
Reza Khabbaz told Iranian television it appeared that a train
entering the Haft-Khan station on the outskirts of Shahroud
ploughed into another that had broken down there.

“The initial investigation suggests that a mechanical fail-
ure, possibly caused by cold weather, forced the express
train, operating between the cities of Tabriz and Mashhad,
to stop (at Haft-Khan),” Khabbaz said. Tabriz state governor
Rahim Shohratifar told Tasnim that the moving train had
400 passengers. It was not clear how many passengers
were on the stationary train. Fars earlier reported that 100
passengers had been rescued. Semi-official Mehr news
agency said four of the dead were railway employees

aboard the trains.
Later in the day, President Hassan Rouhani issued a

statement offering his condolences to the victims’ families
and assigned senior vice-president Eshagh Janahgiri to
lead an investigation and identify those responsible for the
incident. Meanwhile, the minister for roads and urban
development, Abbas Akhoundi, postponed his visit to
Turkmenistan to visit the site of the accident. A parliament
representative for the region, Gholam Reza Kateb, hinted
that the head of the Semnan train station may have mistak-
enly allowed the train to proceed prematurely.

Iran’s rail network aged badly under economic sanctions
imposed over its disputed nuclear program, making it diffi-
cult to modernize rolling stock, and safety standards suf-
fered. The sanctions were lifted in January after Iran
reached a deal with world powers to limit its nuclear activi-
ty. Iranian trains have been involved in four collisions this
year with road vehicles, including a crash with a truck in
July that left around 30 injured near the Caspian Sea in the
northern province of Mazandaran. 

Collisions between trains have been rarer. In the coun-
try’s deadliest rail disaster, 328 people were killed when a
train transporting sulfur, petrol and fertilizers exploded in
northern Iran on Feb 18, 2004. Iran’s roads are also notori-
ously deadly, mainly because drivers show scant regard for
rules, with 16,000 lives lost in the Iranian year between
March 2015 and March 2016. — Agencies 

44 dead as Iran trains collide
KUALA LUMPUR: Kuwait will be removed from the 2019
Asian Cup if it is still suspended by FIFA on Dec 18. The
Asian Football Confederation set the deadline yesterday,
giving Kuwait three weeks to resolve a government-
imposed law affecting the independence of national sports
bodies. FIFA suspended the Kuwait Football Association in
Oct 2015 when the national team was midway through a
2018 World Cup qualifying group. Despite Kuwait forfeiting
three matches, it still finished third in a five-team group
and advanced to an Asian Cup qualifying group stage.

The AFC wants clarity one month before making the 24-
team draw in January. The 2019 Asian Cup will be in the
United Arab Emirates. Kuwait’s national Olympic commit-
tee has also been suspended by the IOC since last year for
breaching rules that prohibit government interference.
Kuwait athletes competed at the Rio de Janeiro Olympic
under the Olympic flag and not as a national team. 

On Thursday, authorities dissolved the boards of the
gymnastics and squash federations, citing “administrative
and financial irregularities”. The sports authority issued a
decree dissolving the boards of the two federations, as well
as that of the hunting and equestrian club, which stands as a
federation by itself. The Public Authority for Sports appoint-
ed temporary committees to run the federations. The move
follows earlier controversial decisions to dissolve the federa-
tions of basketball, swimming and judo. Authorities sent in
police in August to take over Kuwait’s Olympic Committee
and the Kuwait Football Association. — Agencies 
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