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KUWAIT: Kuwaitis are set to head to the polls today to elect
50 members of the National Assembly in parliamentary elec-
tions that will set in motion parliament’s 15th legislative term.
Some 293 candidates, are vying for the much coveted seat in
parliament, where the 483,186-strong electorate will vote for
50 candidates representing the nation’s electorate constituen-
cies, under the watchful eye of 15,000 security forces.

Moreover, males comprise 47.68 percent of the electorate,
while females make up 52.31 percent. The elections are taking
place as per law number 42/2006 which deals with reshaping
the electoral constituencies, where each constituency will field
a total of 10 candidates in which the electorate can only vote
for one candidate per constituency. On October 16, His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
issued a decree dissolving parliament, citing volatile regional
conditions and mounting security challenges.

In 1963, Kuwait’s inaugural parliament was elected in an
event that ushered in democracy, where 205 candidates vied
for 50 seats in the country’s first parliament. On December 16,
1980, by virtue of an Amiri decree, Kuwait was divided into 25
electoral constituencies, a system that produced seven legisla-
tive terms.  As per clause number 80 of the constitution, parlia-
ment is made up of 50 MPs who are chosen through parlia-
mentary elections.

Meanwhile, on August 1, 2006, His Highness the Amir
issued law number 42/2006, which reshaped the electoral
constituencies in a way where voters are permitted to vote for
four candidates per the constituency they are registered in.

On May 17, 2008, the first election under that system was
held after parliament was dissolved in 2006, followed by elec-

tions held in 2009 under the same format. In February 2012,
elections took place using the same system. However, after
parliament was dissolved in 2012, the system was amended
again where the electorate can only vote for one candidate in
dive different electoral constituencies.

As per clause 83 of the constitution, a single parliamentary
term lasts for four years, where it is authorized to issue a raft of
legislative and inspective decisions. However, no law can be
implemented without the approval of Parliament and His
Highness the Amir.

Furthermore, the National Assembly’s legislative authority
is tasked with implementing legal decisions, including political
ones, where no law can be finalized without the approval of
Parliament and His Highness the Amir.

Parliamentary decisions regarding financial affairs typically
deal with the national budget, in addition to that of the
Parliament. His Highness the Amir reserves the right to dis-
solve parliament with a law clarifying the reasons behind the
dissolution, where elections are then held no later than two
months after the dissolution.

As per clause 31 of election laws, ballots open from 8:00
a.m. to 8:00 p.  m., however, if the entire electorate have cast-
ed their votes before the end of the allotted period, then bal-
lots will officially close, subsequently initiating the vote tally-
ing process.

There are a total of 89 delegates in the First Constituency,
divided over 16 schools. The Second Constituency features 66
delegates, with 96 and 143 delegates in the Third and Fourth
Constituencies, respectively. Lastly, the Fifth Constituency
comprises 148 delegates. —KUNA
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KUWAIT: Kuwait Municipality has removed
27 illegal electoral ads from the streets of
Mubarak Al-Kabeer Governorate, it said yes-
terday. The emergency team of the gover-
norate’s municipality department have taken
away the 27 unlicensed electoral ads of candi-
dates standing for the 2016 National
Assembly (parliament) elections slated for
today, November 26, Mubarak Al-Kabeer’s
public relations section added in a brief state-
ment. It noted that work would continue tar-
geting any other illegal ads.

On Wednesday, it was announced that the
municipality monitoring bodies had removed

61 illegal electoral ads in Mubarak Al-Kabeer
in two days, in  addition to 548 in Al
Farwaniyah Governorate since the election
campaigns kicked off. Kuwait Municipality
had urged the candidates to abide by the rel-
evant laws to secure a smooth electoral
process.

On Thursday, Municipality Director
General Ahmad Al-Manfouhi said in a press
statement that no effort was spared to depict
a favorable and democratic image of Kuwait
through today’s elections. Manfouhi added
that some 5,953 illegal advertisements were
removed. —KUNA

All procedures in
place for parliament

elections: MoH
KUWAIT: All health precautions and measures have been
completed in time for the  parliamentary elections today, the
Ministry of Health (MoH) announced on Thursday. In a state-
ment to the press, the MoH’s Undersecretary Dr Khaled Al-
Sahlawi said that a higher health committee dealing with the
elections will oversee 61 medical facilities in the nation’s five
electoral constituencies. He noted that the ministry would
also be providing five ambulances, besides  344 emergency
units and 144 nurses, all of whom will be on duty during
Election Day. On the precautions, the health official said that
around 120 personnel will inspect food security and hygiene
conditions in polling stations nationwide during through the
day. Sahlawi urged citizens to dial the following hotline num-
bers, 112 or 132 in case of any health emergencies. —KUNA

MoH’s Undersecretary Dr Khaled Al-Sahlawi

KUWAIT: Kuwait Municipality Director General Ahmad Al-Manfouhi chairs a
municipality meeting on Thursday.
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32 sports bodies to
partake in National

Sports Day: Committee
KUWAIT: At least 32 sports bodies, including 24 federations and 8
clubs, will take part in the National Sports Day (NSD) to be organized
on December 17, Kuwait Olympic Committee (KOC) Deputy
Chairman Duaij Al-Otaibi said yesterday.

The activities of NSD to be sponsored by Minister of Information
and Minister of State for Youth Affairs Sheikh Salman Sabah Al-
Salem Al-Humoud Al-Sabah will witness the participation of some
government bodies, including ministries of Interior, Education,
Information and Health as well as Public Authority for Sport, he
added in a press statement. The federations and clubs proposed
organizing some sports competitions over several days at Jaber Al-
Ahmad International Stadium, noted Al-Otabii, also head of Kuwait
Shooting Federation and Arab Shooting Federation. The winners of
all contests will be honored at the conclusion of the event, he said,
indicating that the NSD will include soccer and athletics contests as
well as entertainment activities.

Otaibi said the KOC chaired by Sheikh Fahad Jaber Al-Ali Al-
Sabah is keen on upgrading the sports development on all levels,
affirming that this would be reflected in the major event which will
be held for the first time in Kuwait. He lauded the support of Sheikh
Salman Al-Humoud who is paying much attention to this event,
expressing his gladness for the big participation of sports bodies and
clubs. —KUNA


