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MONTFERRIER-SUR-LEZ, France: French
police were hunting yesterday for a killer
who burst into a retirement home for
Christian missionaries in southern France
and stabbed a 54-year-old worker to
death, security sources said. The man,
brandishing a sawn-off shotgun and a
knife, tied up and stabbed the woman in
the village of Montferrier-sur-Lez near the
city of Montpellier on Thursday night.
Local prosecutor Christophe Barret told
AFP that “there is no particular evidence
about the motive” for the killing at the
home, where more than 70 mostly former
missionaries live.

The attack comes with French security
forces on their highest possible alert fol-
lowing a string of attacks by Islamist
extremists, including on Christian tar-
gets. A source close to the case, who
asked not to be named, told AFP yester-
day that investigators were not treating
it as a terror case so far but the man was
still on the loose. A nurse raised the
alarm about the attack and when police
arrived they found one of her colleagues
stabbed to death. Armed police then
searched the building but the killer had
fled and was not found despite a huge
police search operation overnight,
backed by a helicopter. — AFP

ISTANBUL: President Recep Tayyip Erdogan threatened yester-
day to open Turkey’s borders to allow migrants to reach the EU,
in a move that would tear up a landmark deal that has reduced
the flow. Erdogan’s comments, some of his toughest in recent
times against the European Union, prompted an immediate
warning from Germany which helped broker the deal that such
“threats” were unhelpful. The threat came a day after the
European Parliament angered Ankara by backing a freeze in EU
accession talks, already hit by alarm over its crackdown in the
wake of the July 15 failed coup.

“Listen to me. If you go any further, then the frontiers will be
opened, bear that in mind,” Erdogan told the EU during a speech
in Istanbul. He said Brussels had cried out for help in 2015 as tens
of thousands of migrants massed at Turkey’s border crossing
with EU member Bulgaria. “You began to ask us ‘what will we do
if Turkey opens its borders’?” he asked.

‘Promises Unfulfilled’ 
On March 18, Ankara and Brussels forged a deal for Turkey

to halt the flow of migrants to Europe - an accord that has
largely been successful in reducing numbers crossing the
Aegean Sea between Turkey and Greece. Hundreds of migrants
have drowned in the Aegean en route from Turkey to EU mem-
ber Greece on unseaworthy boats. They included three-year-

old Syrian Aylan Kurdi, with the images of his lifeless body
washed up on a Turkish beach spurring the international com-
munity into action. 

Turkey agreed to step up maritime and land border controls
in exchange for incentives on its long-stalled membership bid,

including visa-free travel for its citizens and an acceleration of
accession talks. However with an October target passing, no
apparent progress on the visa issue and the accession talks
stalled, Ankara has accused Brussels of failing to keep its side of
the bargain.

In response to Erdogan’s remarks, Chancellor Angela
Merkel’s spokeswoman Ulrike Demmer said the deal was in the
interest “of all parties” and that “threats on either side are not
helpful”. “Where there are difficulties, we need to resolve
them,” she added. Erdogan said while Turkey itself was looking
after three million refugees mainly 2.7 million Syrians from the
civil war, but also Iraqis - but “you (the EU) did not fulfill your
promises”. “You never acted honorably, you did not act right,”
he told the bloc.

He has also accused Brussels of failing to fulfill a promise to
deliver some six billion euros ($6.3 billion) in aid for refugees.
The EU says the money is to be transferred gradually for indi-
vidual projects and not in a single payment. On Thursday, two
people died and two others were badly burnt when a fire broke
out on the Greek island of Lesbos, where many migrants who
crossed from Turkey are housed. The vote by the EU Parliament
reflected spiralling tensions between Ankara and the bloc after
Brussels repeatedly expressed alarm over the magnitude of
Turkey’s crackdown after the coup. — AFP 

Erdogan threatens to reopen borders 
Ankara angered by EU freeze

PARIS: Conservative French presidential fron-
trunner Francois Fillon was holding a final rally
in Paris yesterday as he seeks to clinch the
nomination for the center-right Republicans in
a primary vote this weekend. Fillon, whose
surge has taken commentators and pollsters
by surprise, gave an assured performance in a
televised debate on Thursday night against his
centrist rival, longtime favorite Alain Juppe.

Fifty-seven percent of viewers judged Fillon
to have been the most convincing, according
to an independent poll for the BFMTV televi-
sion channel of 908 people who followed the
nearly two-hour exchange. A total of 8.5 mil-
lion people tuned in to hear the two ex-prime
ministers stress their differences on public sec-
tors cuts, relations between France and Russia,
and their views on multiculturalism.

Fillon was to hold a rally in Paris yesterday
evening where he hoped to draw up to 10,000
people, while Juppe was campaigning in the
city of Nancy in eastern France. Both men are
already looking ahead to their rivals in next
year’s election that will feature resurgent far-
right leader Marine Le Pen, as well as a
Socialist party candidate and independents. “I
think I am best placed with my program to
beat Marine Le Pen,” Juppe said on Friday,
referring to the nationalist and anti-immigra-
tion boss of the National Front. 

Clear Differences 
Thursday night’s debate cast into stark

relief the differences between the candidates,
with Fillon often portraying 71-year-old Juppe
as not ambitious enough and Juppe accusing
his rival of being unrealistic. “It is true that my
project is more radical and perhaps more diffi-
cult,” said Fillon, whose economic ideas have
been compared to those of late British prime
minister Margaret Thatcher. 

The 62-year-old devout Catholic wants to
slash an eye-popping 500,000 public sector
jobs over five years and scrap the 35-hour
working week in a bid to kick-start the slug-
gish French economy. He is also more socially
conservative, believes France is “on the verge of
revolt”, and takes a harder line on Islam in
France. 

Juppe has stressed how many on the far-
right are in favor of his rival’s proposals. “No,
France is not a multicultural country. France has
a history, a language and a culture which have
naturally been enriched from outside,” Fillon
said on Thursday during the debate. — AFP

PARIS: Francois Fillon (left) and Alain Juppe
take part in the first televised debate
between the two remaining candidates for
the rightwing Les Republicains (LR) party
primaries on Thursday. —AFP 

Upbeat Fillon heads for finish 

ISTANBUL: Turkey’s President Recep Tayyip Erdogan address-
es a meeting on “Women and Justice” yesterday. — AP 

Manhunt for killer 
at French hospice


