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PALM BEACH, Florida: As families across a bitterly divid-
ed America gathered for Thanksgiving, a battle erupted
Thursday in Donald Trump’s camp over his pick for secre-
tary of state, with loyalists seeking to block the path of
Mitt Romney, a fierce former critic of the billionaire. With
the president-elect hunkered down at his Mar-a-Lago
resort in Florida for the holiday weekend - from where he
urged the country to unite after a “painful” campaign - his
team appears split over the prospect of making Romney,
the Republican presidential candidate in 2012, America’s
top diplomat.

Some of Trump’s staunchest supporters have united to
oppose naming a man who called the real estate magnate
a “fraud” and a “conman” during the campaign, when he
helped lead the party establishment’s drive to sideline
him. But the other leading choice for top diplomat, out-
spoken former New York mayor Rudy Giuliani - one of
Trump’s loudest supporters from early in his campaign -
has drawn scrutiny for business dealings that could pose
conflicts of interest.

Opposition to Romney 
Despite his lack of experience in foreign policy, Giuliani,

72, has openly lobbied for secretary of state, telling
Trump’s advisers he is interested in no other position, The
New York Times reported. However, Giuliani’s candidacy
has drawn attention to business dealings with foreign
governments that may rule him out. Picking Romney -
who lost the White House race to Barack Obama four years
ago - would reassure the Republican establishment and
US allies worried about Trump’s foreign policy.

But the businessman and former Massachusetts gover-
nor who savaged Trump’s candidacy during the campaign
also publicly differs from him on Russia, a leading foreign
policy challenge. While the president-elect has praised
President Vladimir Putin, promising to improve strained
relations with Moscow, Romney has called Russia
America’s “number-one geopolitical foe”. Trump’s close
aide Kellyanne Conway cast further doubt on his suitabili-
ty Thursday in what appeared to be a bad sign for
Romney. — AFP

WASHINGTON: Former Green Party presidential can-
didate Jill Stein on Thursday launched a bid to seek a
vote recount in Wisconsin, the first of three Rust Belt
states won by Donald Trump where she intends to
challenge the result. Stein’s campaign announced
Thursday that it had raised the $1.1 million necessary
to fund a recount in Wisconsin and was on track to
do the same in Pennsylvania and Michigan, having
raised $2.7 million of a $4.5 million goal. Her cam-
paign has cited unspecified “anomalies” as grounds
to mount a challenge in all three states.

The move comes amid stepped-up calls from
some of Trump’s left-wing opponents to challenge
the results of the November 8 election, which was
marked by warnings of foreign hacking and vote rig-
ging. “The unexpected results of the election and
reported anomalies need to be investigated before
the 2016 presidential election is certified,” Stein said
on her website. “We deserve elections we can trust.”

Although there is virtually no chance of overturn-
ing the result, the demands could reignite debate
over the legitimacy of Trump’s election, already
fuelled by Democrat Hillary Clinton’s lead in the pop-
ular vote which now stands at two million. “Raising
money to pay for the first round so quickly is a mirac-
ulous feat and a tribute to the power of grassroots
organizing,” Stein’s website read. The Midwestern
state of Wisconsin was a key battleground in the Nov
8 election, helping propel the Republican Trump to a
victory that stunned the nation.

Trump also won swing state Pennsylvania, and
claimed a razor-thin victory in Michigan according to

unofficial results released Wednesday. Although she
lost in the indirect electoral college tally which
decides who wins the White House, Clinton’s lead in
the popular vote has risen as official results are final-
ized, narrowing the result in some swing states
where she lost. Clinton conceded on Nov 9 and her
campaign is not supporting the recount calls. 

‘Election Integrity Movement’ 
Stein’s demands follow a bitter presidential cam-

paign that included persistent charges of Russian
hacking and fraud. Trump also warned during his
campaign that the election would be “rigged,” and
refused to say whether he would accept the results.
Any result change would not help Stein, who won
just over 1.1 percent of Wisconsin’s vote. But she
launched the recount effort after computer scientists

reportedly told the Clinton campaign the election
may have been rigged in Trump’s favor.

The scientists, including University of Michigan’s J
Alex Halderman, together with voting rights activist
John Bonifaz and others, said Clinton’s votes were 7
percent below expectations in counties that tallied
votes with electronic machines. “These recounts are
part of an election integrity movement to attempt to
shine a light on just how untrustworthy the US elec-
tion system is,” Stein’s website said, adding that the
attempt is “not intended to help Hillary Clinton.”
Clinton lost by a razor-thin margin of around 27,000
votes in Wisconsin and 60,000 votes in Pennsylvania.
Unofficial results released by Michigan’s secretary of
state’s office, put Trump ahead by a mere 10,704
votes. “I think it’s only natural and good for Americans
to be reassured that our votes are counted,” Stein told
CNN Thursday, “especially after such a divisive and
bitter election where 80 percent of Americans... basi-
cally said they were disgusted with this election.”

‘Demographics, Not Hacking’ 
But one of the scientists she cites, Halderman,

Wednesday sought to dampen mounting speculation
that recounts would change the election’s result.
“Were this year’s deviations from pre-election polls
the results of a cyberattack?” he wrote on Medium.
“Probably not.” Rather, the polling was more likely
“systematically wrong”. The only way to remove any
lingering controversy, however, would be to study
“paper ballots and voting equipment in critical
states”, he added. — AFP
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WEST PALM BEACH/WASHINGTON: US
President-elect Donald Trump spent the
Thanksgiving holiday at his Mar-a-Lago
resort on Thursday, dining with his family
at the Florida golf club after revisiting a
campaign pledge he made about restor-
ing American manufacturing. Trump,
known for his use of Twitter to drive
political debate, tweeted about an
Indiana air conditioner maker he featured
in his election campaign as an emblem of
trade deals he said were unfavorable to
American workers.

Trump, who has not been seen in

public since arriving in Florida on
Tuesday, said he was “working hard, even
on Thanksgiving, trying to get Carrier A.C.
Company to stay in the US (Indiana).
MAKING PROGRESS - Will know soon!”
Carrier Corp, a division of United
Technologies Corp, responded on Twitter
that the company has had “discussions
with the incoming administration” but
had “nothing to announce at this time.” A
representative for the company had no
additional comment.

Earlier this year, the company said it
would move 1,400 jobs to Mexico from

Indiana, giving a three-year timetable for
the shift. The state’s Republican gover-
nor, Mike Pence - later picked by Trump
as his vice-presidential running mate -
decried the decision, and spoke out
against it often on the campaign trail.
Trump made Carrier’s decision part of his
rallying cry against the North American
Free Trade Agreement with Canada and
Mexico. He said he would slap taxes on
the company’s air conditioners shipped
back to the United States.

Asked by Reuters last week whether
the company was reconsidering its deci-
sion given Trump’s victory in the Nov 8
election over Democrat Hillary Clinton,
the company said in a statement it was
“making every effort” to help its Indiana
employees during the shift. “By providing
three years advance notice of the move
and by funding education and retraining
programs for up to four years after the
move is complete, we are providing
employees with both time and opportu-
nity to help them to make a smooth tran-
sition,” the company said.

Carrier also cited an agreement it had
reached with the United Steelworkers
union about compensation for affected
workers. Trump’s Thanksgiving comments
on Carrier were reminiscent of remarks he
tweeted last week about Ford Motor Co, a
company he criticized during the cam-
paign for shifting some production lines to
Mexico. When Ford informed Trump it
would not shift production of a Lincoln
sport utility vehicle to Mexico from
Kentucky, he took to Twitter to say he
saved the plant, although the company
had never considered moving the whole
factory south of the border.— Reuters

Trump keeps politics on 

his Thanksgiving menu 
Mogul says he’s trying to save jobs in US

BEDMINSTER, New Jersey: In this Nov. 20, 2016 photo, US President-Elect
Donald Trump (left) stands with investor Wilbur Ross after a meeting at the
Trump National Golf Club Bedminster clubhouse. Trump is poised to offer the
position of commerce secretary to Ross, the head of a private-equity firm. 
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