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MEXICO CITY: Authorities have exhumed 32 bodies
and nine heads from several clandestine graves this
week in a southern Mexican state plagued by kidnap-
pings and murders, officials said Thursday. The remains
were unearthed between Tuesday and Thursday in 17
pits on a hill in the village of Pochahuixco, part of the
municipality of Zitlala, a region beset by turf wars
between drug cartels. “The discoveries are terrible,”
Guerrero state security spokesman Roberto Alvarez
said, adding that the victims include 31 men and one
woman.

The remains were taken to the state capital,
Chilpancingo, to be identified, Alvarez said in a state-
ment. No arrests have been made in the case. The bod-
ies were found in 17 of 20 pits that were dug up by
investigators. Seven were found on Tuesday, five on
Wednesday and the rest on Thursday in various states of
decomposition. No other remains were found but sol-
diers are scouring the region for any other hidden
graves. No arrests were made. Drug cartels have been
burying their victims in hidden graves across the country

for years, and authorities regularly find human remains.
At the border between the western states of Jalisco and
Michoacan, for instance, 75 bodies were unearthed from
37 clandestine graves between late 2013 and early 2014.
Guerrero has been plagued by a series of mass kidnap-
pings, including 12 people abducted in the municipality
of Ajuchitlan del Progreso last week.

Heads in a Cooler 
The clandestine graves were found after authorities

received an anonymous tip about a camp where people
were being held, Alvarez told AFP. When they arrived at
the site on a hill, they found a kidnap victim as well as two
cars, a motorcycle and bulletproof vests. Soldiers and
police also found four heads inside a cooler that could be
linked to nine bodies that were found on a roadside in
the town of Tixtla a few days ago, he said. The Ardillos
and Los Rojos drug gangs are fighting over territory in
the Zitlala region, the security spokesman said. “There are
a lot of murders, a lot of abductions,” he said. Guerrero is
one of the country’s most violent states and a major opi-

um poppy grower. Last weekend at least 24 people were
killed in the state.

43 Students 
Los Rojos have also been battling the Guerreros

Unidos drug cartel. In the Pacific resort of Acapulco, the
Beltran Leyva gang and the Independent Cartel of
Acapulco battle for supremacy. Guerrero is also known
for the disappearance of 43 students in the city of Iguala
in Sept 2014, a case that drew international outrage and
remains unsolved. The Iguala case put a spotlight on
the rash of disappearances in Mexico, where some
28,000 people have been reported missing since 2007
in addition to tens of thousands killed in connection
with drug violence. Frustrated by the lack of progress
by the authorities, mothers, fathers, brothers and sisters
of the disappeared have led their own searches across
the country, learning to detect clandestine graves on
their own. They look for unturned earth and pierce the
ground with sticks, smelling the end of it for the stench
of rotting flesh. —AFP

32 bodies, 9 human heads found in Mexico 

BOGOTA: Colombia’s government and
FARC rebels signed a controversial
revised peace accord Thursday to end
their half-century conflict, set to be rati-
fied in Congress despite bitter opposi-
tion. President Juan Manuel Santos and
guerrilla leader Rodrigo “Timochenko”
Londono signed the new deal with a
pen made from a spent bullet, in a low-
key ceremony in the capital Bogota.

The original deal - signed with great
fanfare in September - was rejected by
voters in a referendum last month, a
shock upset that sent negotiators back
to the drawing board. The new plan
bypasses a vote by the Colombian peo-
ple, against bitter opposition from crit-
ics. They say the revisions are only cos-
metic and will still grant impunity for
war crimes committed by the
Revolutionary Armed Forces of
Colombia (FARC).

Santos, who won this year’s Nobel
Peace Prize for his efforts to end the
conflict, said the new deal was better
than the original. “It includes the hopes
and observations of the vast majority of
Colombians,” he said after signing it.
“We all know in our souls that the cost of
the armed conflict is too high.”

Fragile Ceasefire 
The deal was immediately sent to

Congress, where it is expected to pass
after being debated next week. Santos
and his allies hold a majority in the legis-
lature. The government and FARC both
say they are under pressure for fear that
their fragile ceasefire could break down.
A recent wave of alleged assassinations
in conflict zones has added to calls to
seal a deal fast. But an aftermath of dis-
cord and uncertainty appears likely as
opponents promised to keep resisting
the peace plan, including with street
protests.

“The country has spoken. It has said,
‘Yes to peace, but without impunity,’”
said top opponent Alvaro Uribe, a con-
servative ex-president and senator.
“What we have here remains total
impunity,” he told RCN television.

Speaking later in the Senate, he called
for another referendum on some of the
contested “basic issues” in the deal.

Opposition Objections 
The government and FARC negotia-

tors’  redrafted version of the deal
includes concessions from the rebels on
issues such as reparations for victims.
But Uribe complains it still ignores key
demands, notably on punishing FARC
leaders for the killings and kidnappings
blamed on the group. Under the deal,
the Marxist rebels would disarm and
become a political party. The deal allows
non-custodial sentences for convicted
FARC members.

U r i b e  a n d  h i s  a l l i e s  d e m a n d
tougher punishments and say rebel
leaders guilty of war crimes should
n o t  b e  a l l o w e d  t o  r u n  f o r  o f f i c e
before completing their sentences.
A survey by pollster Datexco pub-
lished on Wednesday found that 58
percent of people want more revi-
sions to the deal.

Bypassing Voters 
Congress will open a live televised

debate on the deal from next Tuesday.
On the streets of Bogota, passerby
Overnis Diaz welcomed the agreement.
“We have lived through a war of more
than 50 years. We want no more blood-
shed,” he said. But another local,
Dayanna Gil ,  said: “It should be
approved through a popular vote... We
should all have a say.”

Disarmament in Months 
Santos said that five days after the

deal is approved, the FARC rebels will
begin gathering in demobilization zones
and will hand over their weapons to the
United Nations within five months. UN
Secretary General Ban Ki-moon hailed
Thursday’s deal. “The violent incidents
that have taken place recently in con-
flict-affected areas underscore the rele-
vance of many of the commitments con-
tained in the agreement and the
urgency of putting them into effect,” his
spokesman said in a statement. — AFP

BRASILIA: Brazilian President Michel Temer’s minister in
charge of relations with Congress, Geddel Vieira Lima,
resigned yesterday following an accusation that he had pres-
sured another minister to approve a property investment. His
resignation, along with accusations by another minister that
Temer also discussed the investment with him, rattled
investors yesterday, pushing Brazil’s currency and stock prices
lower as traders worried the turmoil would affect efforts to
overhaul government finances and restore economic growth.

Vieira Lima is the fourth Cabinet minister to quit over cor-
ruption allegations since Temer replaced impeached leftist
Dilma Rousseff earlier this year and vowed to clean up gov-
ernment. His departure deprives Temer of his point man in
negotiations with Congress, a key post for an administration
striving to enact unpopular austerity measures to reduce a
widening budget deficit and spur a recovery for an economy
in its worst recession since the 1930s.

The crisis came to a head following news reports late on
Thursday that Marcelo Calero, who resigned last week as cul-
ture minister, told federal police that Temer himself pressured
him to resolve a dispute with Vieira Lima. The dispute involved
a permit for construction of a luxury oceanfront building in
which Vieira Lima had purchased an apartment and that need-
ed approval by a culture ministry agency because it would be
built in a historical preservation district in Vieira Lima’s home-
town of Salvador. After Brazil’s public prosecutor’s office said it
was studying a possible investigation into the case, a presiden-
tial aide told Reuters early yesterday that Vieira Lima’s situation
had become untenable. The Brazilian real slumped as much as
2.2 percent to 3.4679 reais to the dollar, the biggest intraday
drop since a day after US President-elect Donald Trump’s unex-
pected victory. It later pared losses to trade 0.92 percent lower
on the day. — Reuters

Colombia signs contested 
new peace deal with FARC

Opposition against redrafted version

BRASILIA: This file photo taken on May 24, 2016 shows
then acting Brazilian President Michel Temer (right) greet-
ing the new minister of culture Marcelo Calero during his
swearing-in ceremony at the Planalto Palace. — AFP 

Minister at center 
of Brazil’s latest 
scandal resigns 

BOGOTA: Colombian President Juan Manuel Santos (left) and the head of the
FARC guerrilla Timoleon Jimenez shake hands during the second signing of the
historic peace agreement at the Colon Theater on Thursday. —AFP 


