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TEKNAF, Bangladesh: The brutal gang
rape that Habiba and her sister
endured is a story that is becoming
depressingly familiar among the thou-
sands of Rohingya refugees fleeing to
Bangladesh to escape the violence of
Myanmar’s soldiers. “They tied both of
us to the bed and raped us one by
one,” said 20-year-old Habiba, who has
now found shelter with a Rohingya
refugee family a few kilometres from
the Bangladesh-Myanmar border.
“We’re almost starving here. But at least
no one is coming here to kill or torture,”
said Hashim Ullah, Habiba’s older
brother who escaped with his sisters.

Habiba and her sister Samira, 18, say
they were raped in their home in
Udang village by troops who then
burnt down their house. “They torched
most of the houses, killed numerous
people including our father and raped
many young girls,” said Habiba, who
agreed to be identified in this story.
“One of the soldiers told us before leav-
ing that they will kill us if they see us
around the next time they come here.
Then they torched our house.”

Widespread allegations of rape have
raised fears that Myanmar’s security
forces are systematically using sexual
violence against the stateless Rohingya.
The violence has forced thousands to

flee, prompting a UN official to accuse
Myanmar of carrying out “ethnic
cleansing” of the Muslim minority.
Ullah and his siblings escaped after tak-
ing the family’s $400 savings and walk-
ing to the Naf River that separates
southern Bangladesh from Myanmar’s
Rakhine state.

The trio spent four days hiding in
the hills with hundreds of other
Rohingya families, before they found a
boat owner willing to take them to

Bangladesh. “He asked for all of our
money,” Ullah said. The boat owner left
them on a small island near the border.
The siblings walked across the scrub-
land until they found a Rohingya family
who offered them shelter.

Rape as War Weapon 
Similar stories of violence and dispos-

session fill the rows of plastic-roofed
shacks that have become the only
refuge for thousands of Rohingya

Muslims who have fled Rakhine state.
The escapees have told of gang rapes,
torture and murder being carried out by
Myanmar troops in the small strip of
land that has been under military con-
trol after deadly raids on police border
posts last month. Foreign journalists and
independent investigators have been
barred from entering the area. 

While the military and government
have rejected the charges, rights groups
have long accused the military of using
rape as a weapon of war in several other
ethnic conflicts which simmer in the
country’s borderlands. Thailand-based
NGO the Womens League of Burma has
documented 92 cases of sexual violence
by fighters between 2010 and 2015,
which they say have been used “as a
means of shaming and destroying eth-
nic communities”. Fears of Muslim men
violating Buddhist women have also
long stirred the hatred of hardline
nationalists in Myanmar.  Allegations
Muslims raped Buddhists sparked sec-
tarian clashes in 2012 that drove tens of
thousands of Rohingya into displace-
ment camps and riots two years later
near Mandalay. But the volume of rape
allegation among the Rohingya fleeing
Rakhine suggest a pattern of abuse by
Myanmar’s army beyond anything doc-
umented before. —AFP

‘They raped us one by one’: Rohingya woman 

TEKNAF, Bangladesh: Mosammat Samira, 18, (right) and her sister
Mosammat Habiba, 20, who were gang-raped by the Myanmar army in their
village Udang in the northern part of Rakhine state a week ago, are seen on
Thursday. —AFP 

TEKNAF, Bangladesh: Myanmar is
engaged in “ethnic cleansing” of Rohingya
Muslims, a UN official has said, as reports
emerged yesterday of troops shooting at
villagers as they tried to flee. Thousands of
desperate people have pushed over the
border into Bangladesh in the last few
days, bringing with them horrifying stories
of gang rape, torture and the systematic
killing of their ethnic group.

John McKissick, head of the United
Nations refugee agency in the
Bangladeshi border town of Cox’s Bazar,
said troops in Myanmar were “killing men,
shooting them, slaughtering children, rap-
ing women, burning and looting houses,

forcing these people to cross the river”
into Bangladesh. The UN says up to 30,000
Rohingya, a stateless ethnic group, have
abandoned their homes in Myanmar, des-
perate to escape the soldiers that have
poured into the strip of land where they
live near the Bangladesh border.

Dhaka says thousands are massed on
the border, but has refused urgent inter-
national appeals to let them in, instead
calling on Myanmar to do more to stop
people fleeing. “It’s very difficult for the
Bangladeshi government to say the bor-
der is open because this would further
encourage the government of Myanmar
to continue the atrocities and push them

out until they have achieved their ultimate
goal of ethnic cleansing of the Muslim
minority in Myanmar,” McKissick said.
Vivian Tan, a press officer for the UN
agency, said McKissick was “recounting
what different sources, including new
arrivals, have told him about the condi-
tions they fled” and added the reports
were “very worrying”. 

Farmer Deen Mohammad was among
the thousands who evaded stiffened bor-
der patrols, sneaking into the Bangladeshi
border town of Teknaf four days ago with
his wife, two of their children and three oth-
er families. “They (Myanmar’s military) took
my two boys, aged nine and 12 when they
entered my village. I don’t know what hap-
pened to them,” Mohammad, 50, told AFP.
“They took women in rooms and then
locked them from inside. Up to 50 women
and girls of our village were tortured and
raped.” Mohammad said houses in his vil-
lage were burned, echoing similar testimo-
ny from other recent arrivals. One Rohingya
man, who asked not to be named, told AFP
in Myanmar that troops had stormed into a
neighboring village early yesterday morn-
ing and fired indiscriminately on residents
as they tried to escape.

Protests
Meanwhile, thousands of Bangladeshis

marched in the capital’s streets yesterday
to protest the persecution of Rohingyas in
Myanmar, one of several similar rallies in
the region. Chanting “Stop killing
Rohingya Muslims,” they marched in
Dhaka as violence in Myanmar’s Rakhine
state escalated, forcing thousands to leave
their homes. — AFP

HONG KONG: Hong Kong’s last British colonial governor Chris
Patten attacked the city’s pro-independence movement yes-
terday as the push for a split with China grows over fears of
Beijing’s tightening grip. Patten said he was fully behind the
strengthening of democracy in Hong Kong, but accused inde-
pendence activists of “making a mockery” of the issue. His
comments came on the same day that two publicly elected
young lawmakers, Baggio Leung and Yau Wai-ching,
appealed against a ban against them taking up their seats in
the legislature.

They were disqualified in a High Court judgement last week
after they added expletives and used derogatory terms for
China when taking their oaths of office in October. The High
Court’s move had been preempted by an earlier intervention
from Beijing which said they should not be allowed to join par-
liament. Patten was governor of Hong Kong when it was hand-
ed back to China by Britain in 1997 under a semi-autonomous
deal protecting its freedoms for 50 years. There are deep-seated
concerns that those liberties are now under threat.  He said that
he believed passionately in the city’s rule of law and freedoms,
but dismissed the pro-independence camp as resorting to head-
line-grabbing “antics”. “It would be dishonest, dishonourable
and reckless for somebody like me to pretend that the case for
democracy should be mixed up with an argument about the
independence of Hong Kong,” he told a packed room at the
Foreign Correspondents’ Club during a visit to the city. — AFP
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JAKARTA: A Muslim man shouts slogans as he holds a defaced poster of
Myanmar’s Foreign Minister Aung San Suu Kyi during a rally against the perse-
cution of Rohingya Muslims outside the Embassy of Myanmar yesterday. — AP 

HONG KONG: Hong Kong’s last British colonial governor
Chris Patten gestures as he speaks at the Foreign
Correspondents Club yesterday. — AFP 
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