
DETROIT: The government wants
smartphone makers to lock out most
apps when the phone is being used by
someone driving a car. The voluntary
guidelines unveiled Wednesday are
designed to reduce crashes caused by
drivers distracted by phones. The
National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration also wants automakers
to make infotainment systems easy to
pair with smartphones.  Drivers could
still make calls but the phones and
automaker systems would lock out the
ability to enter text. Internet browsing,
video not related to driving, text from
books, and photos also would be locked
out. Navigation systems would be per-
mitted, but with guidelines on how to
avoid driver distraction.

Fatal crashes caused by distracted
drivers are on the rise, and that’s con-
tributing to a spike in traffic deaths dur-
ing the past two years. The government

says 3,477, or about 10 percent, of the
more than 35,000 traffic fatalities last
year involved distracted drivers. That’s
up 8.8 percent over 2014. Traffic deaths
spiked 10.4 percent in the first six
months of this year and rose 7.2 percent
last year, after years of declines. “With
driver distraction one of the factors
behind the rise of traffic fatalities, we are
committed to working with the industry
to ensure that mobile devices are
designed to keep drivers’ eyes where
they belong -on the road,” NHTSA
Administrator Mark Rosekind said in a
statement.

Automakers already are moving this
direction, with many offering Apple
CarPlay and Android Auto that pair
smartphones to car touch screens and
allow limited use of the phone apps.
NHTSA wants phone makers to develop
technology that can determine if some-
one is driving a car and then disable

most of the apps. But at present, that
technology doesn’t exist. In its absence,
the agency wants phones to have a “dri-
ver mode” that would be activated by
the smartphone user. General Motors,
for instance, has the Apple and Android
pairing system in about 40 models
worldwide. 

Already, it prevents use of many
phone functions that could cause dis-
traction, spokesman Vijay Iyer said. The
system, he said, won’t let drivers type a
text message, but it does allow text by
voice. “The fundamental direction is to
keep your hands on the wheel, eyes on
the road and minimize distraction and
offer up other means of interaction, pri-
marily voice,” he said. NHTSA will take
public comment for 60 days before
deciding whether to put the guidelines
in place. Unlike a federal government
rule, auto and cellphone makers don’t
have to obey the guidelines. — AP 
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Hackers attack EU executive 
BRUSSELS: Hackers attacked the European Commission’s
computers on Thursday, flooding the EU executive’s servers
with digital service requests, but while connection speeds
were affected, there was no data breach, the Commission
said. “Yesterday afternoon the Commission was targeted by
an attempt to saturate our internet connection,”
Commission spokesman Margaritis Schinas told a news
briefing yesterday. “The commission took effective counter-
measures and there was no interruption of service,
although connection speeds were affected for a while,
there was no data breach,” he said. Schinas said the
Commission did not know who was behind the attack,
which was of the distributed denial of service (DDoS) type
when too many simultaneous requests to servers cause the
service to crash. The attack happened as Ukrainian
President Petro Poroshenko visited Brussels to discuss visa
free travel to the EU. Schinas declined to comment if there
was any connection between the attack and the visit.    

LinkedIn hacker
In another development, the Czech Justice Ministry says

Russia has joined the United States in seeking the extradi-
tion of a Russian man who faces charges in the United
States of hacking and stealing information from computers
at LinkedIn, Dropbox and other San Francisco Bay Area
companies. The Justice Ministry said Wednesday that Russia
wants Yevgeniy Nikulin of Moscow extradited due to a 2009
Internet theft. — Agencies 

NEW YORK: Looking for a cool tech gift for a kid in
your life? There’s no shortage of fun and fairly educa-
tional items these days. New toys for the holidays
include little robot friends full of personality and
magnetic blocks that snap together to teach the
basics of computer programming. Here are some toys
designed to keep kids entertained without sacrificing
on education:

Hands-on tech
Tablet screens and apps haven’t gone away, but

they’re just not enough on their own. With these toys,
kids can create and build with their hands, not just a
tablet. Osmo. As kids arrange magnetic blocks or puz-
zle pieces, their creations show up on the iPad thanks
to a mirror attached to the tablet’s camera. By arrang-
ing blocks, for instance, kids put together lines of code
to guide an on-screen monster. Another game teach-
es entrepreneurial and math skills by letting kids run
their own pizza shop. The base set costs $30. You then
buy add-ons, such as coding for $50 and the pizza
business for $40. It works only with iPads for now.

Makey Makey 
You connect one end to a computer’s USB port

and the other to any material that conducts electrici-

ty, such as coins or even a banana. Kids can then turn
bananas into keyboards and pencil drawings into
controls for video games. The basic set costs $25,
though for $50, you get additional clips and connec-
tor wires. 

Meccano sets 
This is for the tween or young teen who is handy

with a wrench and has a lot of time. Even the trio of
smaller Micronoids sets ($40) require a decent
amount of time and significant motor skills. The larg-
er models, such as the $140 Meccanoid 2.0, can take
the better part of a day to construct. Once assembled,
these robots can be programed to dance, play games
and interact with each other.

Illumicraft 
Don’t let the girly colors or rainbow stickers turn

you off. The $20 kit combines science and crafting to
introduce basic circuitry. Projects include light-up
diaries, jewelry organizers, smartphone speakers and
picture frames.

Code This Drone 
Software company Tynker and drone maker

Parrot have joined forces to create this kit, which
includes a drone and a one-year subscription to
Tynker’s education service. The kit costs $100 to
$150 depending on the drone selected. It teaches
the basics of coding through games played with an
app-controlled mini drone. Kids can program their
own flight plan of flips and turns, or build their
own game to send an on-app through an obstacle
course, as the real drone mirrors the movements.

Coding for preschoolers?
Parents with dreams of future high-tech careers

are eager for their children to learn computer pro-
gramming. And some toy makers say it’s never too
early to introduce coding concepts, even if a child
is still in diapers. Think & Learn Code-a-Pillar. Kids
as young as 3 can “write”  code by snapping
together a $50 toy caterpillar. Each section signi-
fies a command, such as “go straight” or “play
sounds.” —AP 
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This photo provided by Anki shows the Cozmo Memory Match game. Whether you’re looking for
something educational or a toy that’s just for fun, there are a lot of choices for the holidays. — AP

Photo shows Fisher-Price’s Think & Learn Code-a-
Pillar, which introduces basic coding concepts by
letting preschoolers assemble segments that
each tells the caterpillar to do something differ-
ent, such as “turn left” or “play sound.” — AP 


