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NEW DELHI: India’s top court ordered a
temporary ban on the sale of firecrack-
ers in New Delhi yesterday, after air
quality reached crisis levels in the
world’s most polluted capital. The order
came weeks after the Supreme Court
criticized the federal government for
failing to do more to tackle pollution,
which it described as a “public health
emergency”. “(The) Supreme Court
directs suspension of licenses for pos-
sessing, stocking and selling firecrackers
in Delhi-National Capital Region till fur-
ther orders,” the court said.

It also ordered the Central Pollution

Control Board, a government body, to
study the harmful effects of materials
used in firecrackers and report back
within the next three months.

Air quality in Delhi plummeted earli-
er this month as millions of people set
off heavily polluting firecrackers to cele-
brate the Diwali festival, exacerbating
existing problems from the burning of
crop stubble in neighboring states. The
concentration of PM2.5 — the fine par-
ticles linked to higher rates of chronic
bronchitis, lung cancer and heart dis-
ease-reached “hazardous” levels in the
first 10 days of November. — AFP

Indian court bans firecracker sales in smog-hit Delhi

NEW YORK: A Congolese boy who was
severely disfigured in a chimpanzee
attack is marveling doctors with his
resiliency a year after he was brought
to New York to undergo reconstructive
surgery.

Nine-year-old Dunia Sibomana was
the lone survivor three years ago when
chimpanzees attacked him and two play-
mates near a preserve in Congo. His 4-
year-old brother and a young cousin
died. Dunia’s face was left a frightening
mask. His lips were ripped off, his cheek
was torn apart and he was left with mus-
cle damage that made it hard to swallow
or communicate.

In January, Dunia underwent a rare
surgery at a Long Island hospital that
involved grafting tissue and muscle from
his forearm to recreate his lips. He still
has a lot of healing ahead of him, but
nearly a year later, Dunia is thriving with
a host family in Brooklyn. He can once
again open and close his mouth, eat and
talk normally.

And doctors and his host family say
the boy, who was once self-conscious,
shy and withdrawn, has blossomed. He
has become fluent in English, learned

taekwondo, soccer and surfing, and
made friends in his new neighborhood.
“He has a ton of friends. He can’t walk
down the street without people stop-
ping to give him a high-five,” said his
host father, Kim Chaix. “It’s New York City
that’s really raising this child.”

Dunia lives with Chaix, his wife and
their 9-year-old daughter Annabelle, who
walks to school with Dunia arm in arm. On
a recent afternoon, Dunia played video
games with Anabelle before reading the
Dr Seuss classic “The Cat in The Hat.”

“There’s a connection between
them,” Chaix said of Dunia and his
daughter. Dunia affectionately calls
Annabelle “Goldie,” after her golden hair.
She reads him books at bedtime and
makes him snacks.

Dunia, who hadn’t attended school in
Congo, is now in second grade. “A lot of
the social stigma that he came with is
now gone,” said Dr. Leon Klempner, an
assistant professor of dentistry at Stony
Brook Children’s Hospital, who helped
bring Dunia from Congo last November
with the help of the nonprofit foundation
Smile Rescue Fund for Kids. “He’s got a lot
more confidence now. He doesn’t get the

stares that he used to get.” Dr. Alexander
Dagum, the hospital’s chief of plastic and
reconstructive surgery, said he knows of
only three other cases in which the same
surgery has been performed. The hospital
is covering the cost of the surgery, and
the doctors have all donated their time.

Dunia has not lost complete touch
with his homeland. He spends weekends
with a family from Congo, brushing up on
his heritage and native language of
Swahili. Dunia’s mother died several years
ago. His father still lives in Congo in an
area without regular access to phones or
internet, but the two communicate via
videos they record for each other.
Intermediaries deliver the recordings to
Dunia’s father. Chaix said it’s still unclear
what Dunia’s future holds - whether he’ll
stay in the U.S. after the school year or go
to a boarding school in Rwanda. Chaix
said Dunia once told him he didn’t ever
want to go back to Congo or speak
Swahili again, but after spending time
with other people from his home country
and buying some traditional African
clothing, he’s “embraced it.”

“We’ve all grown from this whole
experience,” Chaix said. — AP
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NEW YORK: In this Nov 21, 2016 photo, Dunia Sibomana (9) left, plays with Annabelle Chaix, 9, at their house
in the Brooklyn borough of New York. The Congolese boy who was severely disfigured in a chimpanzee
attack is marveling doctors a year after reconstructive surgery in New York. His host father, Kim Chaix, says
Dunia was shy and withdrawn when he arrived, but is now flourishing socially. — AP

HO CHI MINH CITY: Vietnamese officials check seized
ivory, which was packed with wax around when it is
sealed inside emptied-out timber in Ho Chi Minh City,
Vietnam. — AP

NEW DELHI: In this  2016 file photo, Indians walk to work as Delhi traffic
police officers manage an intersection enveloped by smoke and smog, on
the morning following Diwali festival in New Delhi. — AP

Vietnam seizes smuggled
ivory hidden with wax,

wood nails 
HANOI: Vietnamese authorities have seized 619 kilograms
(1,362 pounds) of ivory smuggled from Africa after finding 4
tons at the same port over the past two months, state media
and an official said yesterday.

The ivory seized Thursday had been hidden in two contain-
ers arriving at Cat Lai port in southern commercial hub of Ho
Chi Minh City, the Customs newspaper said.

Le Dinh Loi, the city’s deputy customs chief confirmed the
report, but did not give more details yesterday. The smugglers
used more sophisticated tactics than previous shipments by
packing wax around the ivory when it was sealed inside emp-
tied-out timber and using wood nails to evade X-ray checks,
according to the newspaper, published by the General
Department of Customs. The seizure came just a week after
leaders and senior officials from more than 40 countries met
at an international conference on illegal wildlife trade in
Hanoi, which was attended by Britain’s Prince William.

The conference called for stepped-up efforts to combat
illegal wildlife trade. At the conference, Prince William, who is
president of United for Wildlife, praised Vietnam, China and
other Asian countries for taking steps to battle wildlife traffick-
ing, but said rhinos, elephants, pangolins and tigers are still
being killed in horrifying numbers.

He said the international community is not moving fast
enough to keep up with the crisis. Vietnam is one of the
world’s major transit points and consumers of ivory and rhino
horn. Elephant ivory is used as jewelry and home decorations
in Vietnam, which bans hunting of its own dwindling popula-
tion of elephants. — AP


