
LOS ANGELES: Rookie quarterback Dak Prescott got hot in
the fourth quarter as the Dallas Cowboys won their 10th
straight with a 31-26 win over the Washington Redskins on the
US Thanksgiving holiday. Prescott completed six of seven
passes in the fourth quarter for the first-place Cowboys who
improved to 10-1 on the season in front of a crowd of 93,099
Thursday at AT&T Stadium. Prescott ran for one touchdown
and passed to receiver Terrance Williams for another as he fin-
ished with 17 pass completions for a total of 195 yards in the
second of three NFL games on Thanksgiving day.

“We have high expectations for ourselves on offense,”
Prescott said. “We obviously want to score on every posses-
sion and they gave us some scoring chances late. “No matter if
we’re up or down, we’re going to go out there and score and I
think we’ve shown that the last couple of weeks.” The
Cowboys seized command in the fourth quarter with a couple
of seven-play scoring drives, including the first one that
chewed up 78 yards. Prescott capped that first drive with a six-
yard touchdown run and rookie running back Ezekiel Elliott
scored on the second 48-yard drive with a one-yard run.

“Those guys are just really good football players,” Dallas
tight end Jason Witten said. “I don’t think we really view them
as rookies. “The responsibilities that have been thrown on
them, they’ve handled it well and they’re executing at in a big
way at critical times throughout games.” The Redskins (6-4-1)
got a solid performance from star quarterback Kirk Cousins,
but couldn’t get past the Cowboys’s defense. Washington did-
n’t get its first touchdown until the start of the fourth and the
Cowboys didn’t fold in the final seven minutes of the contest.
Cousins, who pulled the Redskins to within 24-19 on a 67-yard
scoring strike, completed 41 passes for 449 yards and three
touchdowns. 

Final push  
The Redskins made one final push, closing to within five

points on a Jordan Reed touchdown catch with just under two
minutes remaining in the game. In Detroit, Matt Prater’s 40-
yard field goal on the final play gave the Lions a 16-13 win
over the Minnesota Vikings and sole possession of first place
in the NFC North. The Lions (7-4) have trailed in the fourth
quarter in all of their victories this season. Darius Slay’s inter-
ception of a Sam Bradford pass set up the game-winner. 

Prater booted a 58-yard kick at the end of regulation in
Minnesota earlier this month, setting the stage for Detroit’s 22-
16 overtime win. In the night game, Ben Roethlisberger passed
for 221 yards and three touchdowns - each to Antonio Brown -
and the Pittsburgh Steelers recorded a 28-7 victory against the

host Indianapolis Colts, whose starting quarterback Andrew
Luck was out with a concussion. Roethlisberger completed 14-
of-20 passes, and Le’Veon Bell rushed 23 times for 120 yards
and a touchdown as the Steelers won for the second time in five
days on the road after beating Cleveland on Sunday. — AFP 
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TEXAS: Dallas Cowboys wide receiver Terrance Williams (83) is pushed out of the end zone by Washington Redskins’
Bashaud Breeland (26) after Williams caught a pass for a touchdown during the first half of an NFL football game on
Thursday, Nov 24, 2016. — AP 

Cowboys win NFL 10th straight
Roethlisberger, Brown lead Steelers past Colts

LOS ANGELES: The Super Bowl champion Denver Broncos
embark on the closing stretch of the National Football
League season with a marquee contest tomorrow against
another 7-3 team, the Kansas City Chiefs. The Broncos will
be well-rested as they are coming off a bye week which
helped some of their injured players get healthy ahead of
their first meeting of the season against the Chiefs. “It’s a
new year and a new battle,” Broncos coach Gary Kubiak
said. “I think this team is really excited: the coaches, the
organization, everybody.  We’re there with six weeks to
play. “We have a lot of big football games to play in. We’re
all excited. You can feel it around here.”

So can the Chiefs, who are in the thick of the chase for a
playoff berth as well. The two teams are tied for second
place in the AFC West, one game behind the Oakland
Raiders. The game, originally scheduled in the afternoon,
was moved to a prime-time evening matchup. “I don’t
think you could make it any bigger or more intense than it
already is,” said Chiefs quarterback Alex Smith. “The way
the division has gone to this point, it’s already pretty tight.
“This is our first crack at these guys and they’re the
defending Super Bowl champions. We’ve been in a lot of
battles with these guys over the years.”

Denver has leaned on its staunch defense this season.
But the offense has shown progress under the direction of
quarterback Trevor Siemian, whose seven wins are the
second most by a Broncos quarterback in his first nine
career starts in franchise history. “He hasn’t had that much
consistency,” Chiefs linebacker Derrick Johnson said. “He’s
not very tall in the pocket, but somehow he is still making
all the throws he needs to make. So hats off to that. “You’d

think a shorter guy like him should have some problems
seeing back there. He’s pretty comfortable. Hopefully, we
can make him uncomfortable.  That’s our plan.”

Playoff lives
In other key contests tomorrow, the Raiders square off

against the Carolina Panthers who are fighting for their
playoff lives. Carolina quarterback Cam Newton is the
Panthers primary weapon for passing and running and
will try to keep it close. After slowing down the New
Orleans Saints to keep their slim playoff hopes alive, the
Panthers have to figure out how to do the same against
the high-flying Raiders. Tom Brady and the New England
Patriots travel to New York to face the Jets, with the star
quarterback looking to establish more records this season.
Brady is rolling and should be able to attack the Jets’
defense with efficient throws up the middle of the field.

He needs just 57 yards tomorrow to become the fifth
quarterback in history to throw for 60,000 yards. Brady has
completed 70.4 percent of his passes-with 16 touchdowns
and one interception-in the six games since his return
from his four-game Deflategate suspension. The Patriots
are 5-1 in those six games to sit at 8-2 in pursuit of their
fifth Super Bowl title. In other games tomorrow it is, the
Arizona Cardinals at Atlanta Falcons, Cincinnati Bengals at
Baltimore Ravens, Jacksonville Jaguars at Buffalo Bills,
Tennessee Titans at Chicago Bears, New York Giants at
Cleveland Browns, San Diego Chargers at Houston Texans,
San Francisco 49ers at Miami Dolphins, Los Angeles Rams
at New Orleans Saints and Seattle Seahawks at Tampa Bay
Buccaneers. — AFP 

Broncos battle rival Chiefs 

in the race to catch Raiders

Titans linebacker duo rank 2nd 

in NFL with 17 combined sacks

NASHVILLE: Derrick Morgan is having the best season in his seventh year
in the NFL, while Brian Orakpo on the other side of Tennessee’s defensive
line is just two sacks shy of matching his career high. Together, the Titans
linebackers are taking down quarterbacks as good as any duo in the NFL.
Morgan has eight sacks, while Orakpo has nine for a total of 17. Only Cliff
Avril (10) and Frank Clark (71/2) of Seattle have more combined sacks, and
that’s by just a half sack.  

“Those two guys right there are game-changers, and when those two
are rolling there’s nobody out there that can stop them,” Titans defensive
lineman Jurrell Casey said.  “So it’s really hard for an offensive line to con-
tain either one of them. And when you get guys like that rushing off the
edge, it makes the game a lot easier for the guys in the middle and for the
secondary, makes the game 10 times easier for them.” Morgan, the Titans’
first-round pick in 2010 out of Georgia Tech, and Orakpo now find them-
selves in a race to see who can become the first Tennessee player to pile
up double-digit sacks since Casey had 101/2 in 2013.

“That’s any edge defender’s goal is to get to double digits,” Morgan
said. “That’d be something special if we were both able to get to double
digits and finish off the year strong.” Orakpo had 11 sacks as a rookie with
Washington in 2011 and had 10 in 2013 also with the Redskins. This already
marks his best season since then, and Orakpo already has 32 quarterback
pressures with five games left - five shy of what he totaled all of last season.
Padding the sack level to 10 or higher is much more special since the quar-
terback winds up on the ground.  “Oh, that’d be huge not only for me and
him because of how hard we work together since day one, but for this fran-
chise and organization.” Orakpo said. “I love working with the guy. We both
bring it. We both complement each other very well.” The Titans (5-6), who
visit Chicago (2-8) tomorrow, haven’t had this kind of production from a
defensive duo since 2010 when Jason Babin (121/2) and Dave Ball (seven)
combined for 191/2 sacks. Defensive end Jevon Kearse (141/2) and line-
backer Eddie Robinson (six) combined for 201/2 sacks in 1999 when this
franchise reached its lone Super Bowl.  — AP 


