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KUWAIT: The United States Ambassador
to Kuwait Lawrence Silverman released
the following statement yesterday, in
which he commented on Kuwait’s par-
liamentary elections:

‘I congratulate Kuwait and its people
on the successful holding of yesterday’s
national parliamentary elections. Kuwait
has long been a regional leader with
respect to constitutional governance
and political participation, as reflected
by Saturday’s free and competitive elec-
tions. The United States and Kuwait
enjoy a strong and close friendship that
provides benefits for both our nations
and peoples.  I look forward to deepen-
ing our relationship with the Kuwaiti

people and to continue working closely
with the Government of Kuwait in all
areas, reflected in our recently-held
Strategic Dialogue.’

LONDON: The United Kingdom is keen on
bolstering ties with the State of Kuwait on all
possible domains, Lord Mayor of London
Andrew Charles Parmley said yesterday. In an
exclusive interview, Parmley lauded the sig-
nificant political and humanitarian roles
played by His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah within the
regional and international spheres, affirming
that the GCC leader was a wise and level-
headed figure who deserved all respect and
admiration.

On his upcoming two-day visit to Kuwait,
which begins tomorrow, Parmley said that
the Gulf country provided strong incentives
for foreign investors to seek business in the
region. The Lord Mayor of London affirmed
that the goal of the visit was to reassure
Kuwait and the GCC countries that the UK
would remain as a strong business partner.
Parmley’s visit comes on the backdrop of
Brexit, an event that sent shockwaves around
the globe after the UK expressed clear inten-
sions to fully separate from the EU.

Parlmey revealed that more top UK offi-
cials will visit the region soon, pointing out
the UK Prime Minister Theresa May will par-
take in the GCC summit to be held in Bahrain
later next month. Parmley said that business
personnel and investors around the globe
should not be worried about the aftermath of
Brexit, noting that his country had built solid
relations with many nations that were not
easily shaken by any given event. —KUNA

Amir thanks ministries for
efforts during elections

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah yesterday
thanked the Interior Ministry for its efforts
during the National Assembly’s elections. His
Highness the Amir extended his gratitude to
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Interior
Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah as well as the ministry’s security and
civilian staff for their gigantic efforts to secure
the parliamentary elections.

Meanwhile, His Highness the Amir
expressed his deep appreciation and grati-
tude to members of the Supreme Judicial
Commission for their tremendous efforts in
supervising the 2016 National Assembly elec-
tions. His Highness the Amir made his remarks
yesterday in a cable of thanks he sent to
Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs and
Acting Minister of Justice Sheikh Mohammad
Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah. His Highness
the Amir also valued the judicial commission’s
significant efforts in securing total success for
this election, wishing the members all the
best of luck in serving Kuwait in all fields and
levels. 

Furthermore, His Highness the Amir
expressed his appreciation to Minister of
Information and Minister of State for Youth

Affairs Sheikh Salman Sabah Salem Al-
Humoud Al-Sabah and to all his ministry staff
for the excellent coverage of the National
Assembly election. His Highness the Amir
described the coverage as highly accurate
and extremely subjective. He wished every-
one success in their present and future
endeavors.

In the meantime, Sheikh Salman Al-
Humoud expressed appreciation to a success-
ful parliamentary election under a leadership
that encourages and instills practices of
democracy. In a press statement yesterday,
Sheikh Salman Al-Humoud also congratulated
all the winners of the election, wishing them
success in attaining their goals and serving
their country the best they could.

He added that the country saw the best
practices of democracy at the polling stations
yesterday where everyone expressed their
freedom of choice in picking their best candi-
dates to represent them in the parliament.

Transparency and integrity were the main
components of the candidates’ campaigns
leading up to election day, he added. He laud-
ed a media coverage that followed voters
since the opening of polling stations until the
announcement of the winners; this coverage

used the latest technologies and utilized the
best of social networks to broadcast this
major event by the minute. —KUNA
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KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Defense
Minister Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah met
yesterday with German Ambassador to Kuwait
Karlfried Bergner on several issues of mutual
interest. During the meeting, Sheikh Khaled Al-
Jarrah lauded deep relations between Kuwait
and Germany, the Kuwaiti Army’s Moral
Guidance Directorate said in a press release.
Earlier in the day, Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah
received Bangladeshi Ambassador to Kuwait S
M Abul Kalam on a number of issues and sub-
jects that concern both sides, it added. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: Public Authority for Environment
(EPA) has signed a cooperation agreement with
the United Nation Environment Programme
(UNEP) to write up Kuwait ’s second UNDP
Country Programme Document related to cli-
mate change.

Regional Director and Representative for the
UNEP Regional Office for West Asia (ROWA) Iyad
Abumoghli told the press, Sunday, that Kuwait
is expressing keenness on the UN agreements
on climate change; this interest is apparent in
the Kuwaiti leadership’s recent participation in
the UN meeting of states parties on climate
change (COP22) which took place in Marrakesh
on November 16.

EPA has been a l ink of communication
between UNEP and Kuwait since the latter
signed United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change (UNFCCC) in 1994 and Kyoto
Protocol in 2005, he said. He added that Kuwait
has been submitting its required reports on its
climate change, which comprise changes hap-
pening to temperature, the levels of rains and
sea rise, in addition to the increase of sand
storms. These reports are essential tools for the
UNEP in giving a comprehensive evaluation on
how these changes impact the economic and
social aspects of the country and in helping
finding solutions to overcome these climate
challenges.  Abumoghli explained that complet-

ing Kuwait ’s second Country Programme
Document will take three years and it will be ful-
ly funded by international environment organi-
zations, hoping it will be handed over by 2019.
EPA will lead the project of writing up this docu-
ment with the help of many local institutes, he
pointed out.

Kuwait’s first UNDP Country Programme
Document indicated to many changes occur-

ring in the countr y ’s cl imate such as the
decrease of rain levels subsequently causing
sandstorms increased. The report also showed
an increase of the average rate of temperature
by 1.6, predicting that this rate will be at 28.7
Celsius by 2035. Fur thermore,  due to the
coastal nature of Kuwait, sea level rise will
increase leading to a loss of 1.4 percent to 3
percent of land. —KUNA
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